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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: Brad S. Gregory is Professor of Early Modern European History at the University of Notre Dame. He received his Ph.D. from Princeton University (1996) and was a Junior Fellow in the Harvard Society of Fellows (1994-96). Before joining the faculty at Notre Dame in 2003, Gregory taught at Stanford University, where he received early tenure in 2001. Gregory has two degrees in philosophy as well, both earned at the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. He has received multiple teaching awards at Stanford and Notre Dame, and in 2005 was named the inaugural winner of the Hiett Prize in the Humanities from the Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture as the outstanding mid-career humanities scholar in the United States. Gregory's research focuses on Christianity in the Reformation era, the long-term effects of the Reformation, secularization in early modern and modern Western history, and methodology in the study of religion. He is the author of various works including salvation at stake, rebels in the ranks: Martin Luther, the reformation, and the conflicts that continue to shape our world, and the history of Christianity in the reformation era.
INTRODUCTION TO THE WORK: This book was published in the year 2012 by Harvard University Press. It has 574 pages. The book is divided into 6 unequal chapters, also including an introduction and a concluding part.
As a researcher in the reformation, Gregory Brad is attempting to answer a simple but complex question: how did we get here (in other words how did the Western world get to this point of irreligiosity)? This work is concerned about the present but with a view of how the events of the past centuries has contributed to the shaping of the present and even the future. The book limits itself in scope to dealing with issues concerning primarily Europe and America most times referred to in the book as the Western world. He disdains the supersessionist’s view of history (whereby an era is seen not as a continuation of one but superseding the past) and tows the path of genealogy. For him history should not just be studied in epochs as subdivided by historians and studied independently of other epochs making it seem as if these epochs are unconnected. Gregory in employing the genealogical outlook of history tries to convince his readers of the connection between the different epochs of history. He makes a great case to answer the question posed above? How did we get here? How did the Western world become what it is today, throwing God out of the window and door and making morality to become relative and in worse case seen to be subjective.
He answers this question by positing that what the West is seeing today is a consequence of the reformation era. An era where the more than a thousand-year strong grip of the Roman Catholic Church was fractured by the reformers who rejected and repudiated the teachings and long held teachings about God, the sacraments, morality, the good, and all that. The reformation burst many bubbles, questioned what were previously seen to be sacrosanct, rejected traditional belief and dared the impossible. This rejection according to Gregory Brad became the starting point of the issues witnessed today in Europe and North America where science attempts to undermine religious beliefs and believers. 
We review chapter by chapter. 
This book “The Unintended Reformation” in summary asks what propelled the West into the trajectory of pluralism and polarization and finds answers deep in our medieval Christian past (the reformation). An attempt in simple words to find the connection between the reformation and the (unintended consequence) secularization of the West today. The chapter by chapter analysis renders the consequences of this era which among them were the exclusion of God, separation of church and state, secularization of politics, freedom of religious beliefs and worship, separation of politics from morality, separation of economics from ethics and enforcement of individual’s rights to do or not to do as supreme. 
SUMMARY OF THE CONTENT: 
The first chapter titled ‘Excluding God’ speaks of how a God centered continent drifted to become a science and reason centered continent. He seeks to analyze the reason for the paradigm shift. Alluding to scholars of the 20th century who were outspokenly fierce in their attack of religion (Max Weber) and others who had glorified science above religion and saw no meeting point between the two. For these scholars, a Christian could not be a scientist and vice versa. All things can be mastered by calculation, hence no need for God or religion. The medieval understanding of God as the wholly other, a transcendent being outside creation for science meant God’s existence could not be verified hence not a topic to bother about. The nominalism of Ockham coupled with Duns Scotus position of God as the ens (a part of creation) and the protestant’s rejection about who God was in relation to creation became the fire which burnt down the God centered edifice of the pre reformation period replacing it with Reason-centered super structure where man was to be his own god. Since there was no agreement on God by the Catholics and reformers then for the modern man religion or God had no place. For men to be free, God needed to be nonexistent.
The second chapter titled ‘Relativizing Doctrines’ continues to build from the first. Gregory makes a case that though science and modern scientists attempted to reject God, science was not able to answer what he terms life questions of the modern man on the fringe of society. Such questions as who am I? why am I here? What should I live for and why? What is morality and where does it come from? For the author, these questions before the reformation were answered deeply through some form of Christianity in the Middle Ages and before. And giving answers to these questions entailed one to make claims to certain doctrines, such answers needed to be hinged on doctrines as defined by religion. But the rejection of the long-held truths of Christianity by the reformers opened the way for the sola scriptura, sola fide and in the modern world sola ratio. So, if there is so much religious uncertainty and plurality (inconsistencies) among Christians as occasioned by the reformation, in science there is much consistency and certainty. Religious truths were arbitrary, religious truths were human constructs, humans invented god to fill in their inadequacy. Man was made to be the measure of everything. There is no objective truth, this according to the author led the modern man into relativizing what he wanted to belief. Man can and should be free to do whatever he feels like in as much as he does not infringe on the rights of others. Before this time, the answer given by the Roman Catholic church was the answer for all. With the principle of non-contradiction applied, (if my position is true yours is false) especially during the reformation period, religious claims were seen not to be reasonable but products of emotions (because the Pentecostals and Catholics could not agree on the source or sources of their doctrines and could not give an intelligent interpretation of what the bible said on such matters). (Marx, Kant, Spinoza, Hobbes).
The third chapter titled ‘controlling the churches’ traces the fundamental civil rights of freedom of religion in contemporary liberal democracies to the reformation. According to Gregory, this came to be as one of the unintended consequences of the reformation. Freedom to worship whatever one wishes to worship is enshrined in the constitution of many of the states in the West, so religion is not suppressed but it is also optional. The separation of church and state which is also one of the offshoots of the reformation had a part to play in this. The reformers in most cases enjoyed the protection and patronage of secular leaders who had always desired to break free from the ‘captivity’ of Rome and these saw in the reformation an opportunity to buy their freedom. If men lived in the society and all men in the society needed to be saved by the good news of Christ, then they were to be attached to a certain religious view and against another to enjoy the protection of the sovereign. Reformation handed extreme powers to the secular kings and brought about the issue of national churches where obedience was more to the king than the Pope. The pope’s temporal powers had been cut down if not totally taken and this paved way for a disconnect between the state and the practice of religion. The modern thinkers had secured a clear demarcation in giving to Caesar what was Caesar’s and to God what was God’s. The church’s influence on political matters waned and what Pope Gregory the Great had done was undone. The function of the leader in the 20th century according to Hobbes was not to protect religion or religious truths but to determine, define and dominate it as a tool for exercising power punishing anyone who defied the state in the name of religion, hence the state is greater than religion. (Christianity had become a killing field between Catholics and protestants). With this mindset, the state can legislate even on issues generally (this has led according to Gregory to the legislation on abortion, same sex marriages, euthanasia, and others) and people of faith are free to do as they wish.
In the fourth chapter titled ‘subjectivizing morality’ Gregory Brad argues that religious beliefs and practices in the Western world are optional but moral beliefs and practices are not. This position means that people in the western world are free to determine their religiosity or what they believe is not important but how their actions or inactions affect others are important. The question is where is this morality hinged? Certainly not on God according to Gregory for the modernists had severed such a tie with the separation of church and state. Morality is relative (what is morally good for one in matters of abortion, racism, war, sexuality, and others). There are no objective values according to moral skeptics. This situation has given birth to emotivism which is an ethics based on the subjective, feeling based and personal preference (whatever makes you happy or comfortable, excessive clamor for liberation). How did we get here? Gregory states that before the reformation it was not always like this that the Roman Catholic church was seen in Europe and the West as the embodiment of the morality of the good and there were no rival claims. He says that the West is where it is today as a result of the crave for religious freedom from the authority of the Pope and the Catholic church. The violence in the reformation between protestants and Catholics is also a cause. From this time on morality was no longer based on what God taught through divine revelation but based on natural law since there is no certainty in religious claims. This position led the modern man to emphasize more on the rights of each individual which he can use as he pleases in as much as he does not go against the right of another.
The fifth chapter continues to discuss the disconnection from the Christian morality with the title ‘manufacturing the good life.’ Here he explains that the separation of church and state, politics from religion also led to the separation of economics from ethics giving rise to the consumeristic culture and capitalism.  With the help of science and technology the industrial revolution came about with the manufacturing of machines and increase in level of productivity, people became free to buy whatever they wanted and in whatever quantity and amount, there was no longer talk of avarice as was preached in the morality of the medieval century. No one questioned the morality of the bad condition of workers. The most important thing became the satisfaction of wants and a culture that supported accumulation. Man can have ultimate happiness on earth when he keeps acquiring material things hence God is not needed. Gregory Brad traces this to the pre reformation church where Popes, clerics and even the lay were given into avarice and greed for material things (this he says was a slow but gradual build up to the consumerism of the 19th and 20th and even 21st century). If creation is the work of God as taught by the Popes of the 21st century, then economics should not be without morality. 
The last chapter secularizing knowledge speaks about the secularization of knowledge. He argues that the modern research centers (universities) had conditioned the minds of those studying with them to think that knowledge must be based on evidence and rationality. It gives no room for knowledge by divine revelation. Religious truths are based on faith, sentiment and emotions and cannot qualify to be called knowledge. This makes it always to be subjective and never meets the objective standard as science does. God is rejected as the ultimate source of knowledge. He traces the causes of these to the reformation’s rejection of some tenets of the Christian faith thereby leading the various Christian professions to speak differently on the subject.  Another unintended consequence of the reformation was it undermining the ability of theology to give objective proofs and answers to life’s questions- this estranged theology from other kinds of knowledge. Belief became a matter of opinion not knowledge, subjective not objective, particular not universal. Doctrinal pluralism of the reformation led to this situation and also the Roman catholic church continued shying away and remained suspicion of science and this did not allow theology to be free to explore and get connection with the other fields of knowing (theology was shy and protected). 
In conclusion, Gregory Brad is of the opinion that the medieval era did not fail for the want of pure doctrine as the reformers said or wanted people to believe but for lack of putting into practice what the church has always preached. The church had well thought out and solid theology, but a vacuum created in how people were to adapt this gospel and live a good life in preparation for salvation. This is what Luther and the reformers sought to correct but ended up rejecting what opened the way for further rejections and has led the western world to this point of irreligiosity. The reformation is hence the most importance source for contemporary western hyper pluralism with respect to truth claims about meaning, morality, values, priorities, and purpose. He recommends the ‘desecularizing’ of knowledge in academies and research institutes and that such academies must begin to consider studying the world holistically without prejudice for one or many other disciplines. 
PERSONAL COMMENTARY: 
Gregory Brad’s The unintended Reformation is a classic to say the least, its volume could make it seem boring to begin but once started it gives the reader the urge to continue. Professionally written in simple and less complicated English. The author’s ability to recast the past and make it bear on the future is excellent. His knowledge of the subject at hand is beyond doubt because he writes as an expert quoting copiously from other church historians. He is vast in his knowledge of the various characters who shaped the reformation, renaissance, and the modern period. He gives his readers the thought pattern of these character he refers to. 
 Brad Gregory carefully identifies the unintended consequences of the Protestant Reformation and traces the way it shaped the current situation of the modern world after over five centuries. He pays attention to outline the unintended consequences of the reformation to be the hyperpluralism of religious and secular beliefs, an absence of any substantive common good, the triumph of capitalism and its drivers, consumerism, relativism, and all these. With the scholarship of a world-class historian and the keen eye of a biographer, Gregory offers readers an in-depth portrait of the situation before the reformation, during the reformation and up to the modern world and shows clearly why Europe and America has found itself where she is now.

