


DOMINICAN  Institute, SAMONDA, IBADAN, OYO STATE, NIGERIA.
Class – Year Two Theology                                                           Instructor- Rev. Fr. Dr. Anthony Okwum, SSJ                             Year - 2020/2021 Academic year.                                                 Phone number- 08109030319
 Course – Social Teachings of the Church (TH 230)                    E-mail- tonyokwum@yahoo.com                                                                                             
 Class time- Fridays: 2:40pm to 5:25pm                                         Lecture room: Hall 7
Course Goals and objectives:
1) Students will be able to understand the life and dignity of the human person.
2) Students will be able to identify the fundamental principles of Catholic Social Teachings.
3) Students will be able to learn the call to family life and community life where seeking the common good and wellbeing of all is crucial.
4) Students will be able to develop the ability to identify, analyze, and solve social dilemmas/issues affecting the Church. 
5) Students will be able to learn the seven corporal and spiritual works of mercy as ways to exercise social justice through love of neighbor.
6) Students will understand social issues related to care for the poor and the vulnerable.
7) Students will understand the dignity of work and rights of workers as promoted by Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical Rerum Novarum. 
8) The care for God’s creation/stewardship of creation will be addressed.
9) Students will understand the virtue of Justice which Catholic social teaching emphasizes; the acts of justice and sins against justice.
10) Students will be able to understand the different types of law that promotes social justice, fairness and equity. 

  Assessments: Assignment/class presentations– 40% and Exam- 60%.  
Please note: Assignments must be written in a research paper format. i.e., they should have thorough citations and footnotes, with bibliography at the end of the work. The paper should be double spaced, using the Times New Roman with 12 font.  

Assignment–Pick one of the Modern Catholic Social Teaching topics found on page 3 and write a 3-5 pages paper on it, relating its relevance to the Nigerian society. Due on Friday, December 11, 2020. Please, late submission will not be accepted.   

*Students are expected to write 2 pages paper weekly, summarizing the encyclicals on page 3. See the due dates below on page 3. All assignments are due by 6pm on the due dates.
 Since, this is an online course, please attendance and active participation is required.

Lesson Plan/Course Outline (First Semester TH 230)
Friday, October  9, 2020- Introduction of the course, the definition and meaning of Catholic Social Teaching, its biblical background and current social issues regarding human dignity and respect for life, etc.
Friday, October 16, 2020 –The Basic Principles of Catholic Social Teachings.
Friday, October 23, 2020-Social justice, the virtue of justice, acts of justice, types of justice and sins against justice.
Friday, October 30, 2020 – Different official church documents and encyclicals on Catholic Social Teachings.
Friday, November 6, 2020 – Catholic Social Teachings and its relevance in the Nigerian Context.
Friday, November 13, 2020 –Meaning and purpose of law and division/kinds of law which enhances social justice.
Friday, November 20, 2020 – Chastity and sins against chastity.  Respect for the opposite sex and the difference between Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5 regarding the dignity of women in the society. 
Friday, November 27, 2020 – Moral conscience and the various types of conscience.
Friday, December 4, 2020 –Class presentation (Group 1: 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm and Group 2: 4:10 pm to 5:10 pm)
Friday, December 11, 2020 – Class presentation (Group 3: 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm and Group 4: 4:10 pm to 5:10 pm)
· December 12, 2020 to January 4, 2021 – Christmas Break
Friday, January 8, 2021- The Seven Corporal and Spiritual Works of mercy and its importance to our neighbor in the promotion of social justice and love for our neighbors.
Friday, January 15, 2021-  Class discussions on some questions on Catholic Social Teachings and issues affecting the church and the society.  
Friday, January 22, 2021 – Last day of class, Summary of topics taught, Exam review and Course evaluation. 
· February 1, 2021 to February 13, 2021 –  Dominican Institute First Semester Exams.
· Please Note: Class presentation topics count as part of the class instruction. 




Class presentation topics:
Group 1 – The Importance of Octogesima Adveniens “A Call to Action” by Pope Paul VI, 1971 and its connection to Rerum Novarum “The Condition of Labor” by Pope Leo XIII, 1891.
Group 2 – Gaudium et Spes "The Church in the Modern World", Vatican II, 1965 #30
 The role of the Human person in the obligations of justice and love in the promotion of the Common good.

Group 3- The Importance of Populorum Progressio “On the Development of Peoples” by Pope Paul VI, 1967 and its relevance in the Nigerian society.
Group 4- Pacem in Terris “Peace on Earth” by Pope John XXIII, 1963 on the Rights and Duties of the Human Person.
Modern Catholic Social Teaching
1891         Rerum Novarum                           Leo XIII - (Due October 16)
1931         Quadragesimo Anno                     Pius XI - (Due October 23)
1961          Mother and Teacher                    John XXIII - (Due October 30)
1963         Peace on Earth                              John XXIII - (Due November 6)
1965         Church in the Modern World      Vatican II
1967          The Development of Peoples        Paul VI - (Due November 13)
1971          A Call to Action                             Paul VI - (Due November 20)
1971         Justice in the World                       Synod of Bishops
1979         Redeemer of Humanity                  John Paul II - (Due November 27)
1981         On Human Work                            John Paul II - (Due December 4 )
1988          On Social Concern                         John Paul II - (Due December 11)
1991         The One Hundredth Year             John Paul II  -(Due January 8, 2021)
1995          The Gospel of Life                         John Paul II

[bookmark: _GoBack]Note – This lesson plan/class schedule is subject to change based on the school’s programme. We will try our best to follow them accordingly but we will be open to flexibility and change.  Have a blessed semester. 
Social Teachings of the Church
Required Textbooks and Encyclicals

· Catholic Social Teaching 1891-Present. A Historical, Theological, and Ethical Analysis by Charles E. Curran. Published at Georgetown University Press, 2002.
· The Ethics of Aquinas by Stephen Pope. Published at Georgetown University press, 2002.
· Catholic Social Thought. Encyclicals and Documents from Pope Leo XIII to Pope Francis. 3rd Revised Edition. Edited by David O’Brien and Thomas Shannon. Published by Orbis Books, Maryknoll, New York, 2016.
· Catholic Social Teaching by Brian Singer-Towns. Published by Saint Mary’s Press, in 2012.
· The Encyclical on Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) by Pope John Paul II, published 14 September 1981.
· The Encyclical on Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (The Social Concern) by Pope John Paul II, published 30 December 1987.
· The Encyclical on Populorum Progressio (On the Development of People) by Pope Paul VI. Published 26 March 1967.
· Catholic Social Teaching: A New Synthesis (Rerum Novarum to Laudato si) by Daniel Schwindt. Published 19 June 2015.
· Catholic Social Doctrine: An Introductory manual by Fr. Efeturi Anthony Ojakaminor. Published 1996 by Pauline Publications Africa.
Recommended Textbooks
·  Catholic Social Teaching and the U.S. Economy. Edited by John W.Houck and Oliver F. Williams. Published at the University Press of America, 1984.
· Catholic Social Teaching: Our Best Kept Secret by Edward P. DeBerri, Michael Schultheis and Peter Henriot, published in 1988.
· The Human Person by Brian Bransfield. Published by the Pauline Book and Media in 2011. 
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