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PLEASE, ATTEMPT THESE EXERCISES:
Exercise 1.

CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Country: Gabon
	Region / Subculture: 
	North

	Filled in by: Boris Mba Obame
	Rural area or City:
	Oyem

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	Parents and children

	Who cares for the child?
	The parents

	Who provides for the child?
	The parents

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	The parents

	Status of child within family?
	A full member

	Status of child within society?
	 A citizen that must be taken care of

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	Officially at the beginning of adolescence
	

	How does it typically end?
	With ouverture which is the age during which we can reproduce.
	

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	The same chances
	The same chances

	Assistance in the household
	In charge of cooking, cleaning, Washington...
	In charge of labours such as fetching water, cutting fire wood and disposing the waste bean

	Amount of free time + free

 time activities
	Restricted due to her gender
	 They are freer and Can play with their mates at anytime.

	
	
	

	Behaviour towards younger
	They are caring and act as 2nd mothers
	Act with authority and power

	 family members
	 Respect towards them
	Respectfully

	Behaviour in public
	Respectfully in order to honour thei family
	 Idem

	Behaviour towards the other sex
	Give them due respect.
	Behave like dominant male.

	Religious expectations
	
	

	Dress code
	Dress with modesty
	Can dress as they want...the choice belongs to them

	Prospects for their future
	The family decides
	It is left to them

	Discipline
	Girls are treated more strictly
	 A kind of tolerance and liberty from the parents.

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	Before they weren't really considered but the reality is different nowadays.

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	Social media have given room to desocialisation... Values like togetherness and intimacy tend to disappear.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	In such a way that children don't enjoy their state of life again. Everything is just precocious.

	
	

	

	
	


Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion or social origin.
 
	S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	Art. 6 Right to be alive


	Life is sacred in my culture therefore any child is to be protected
	Giving opinion is not really in tune with my culture

	2. 
	Art.7 Right to have a name


	Naming is part of my culture and he who has no name does not exist
	 I cannot outside the Friends of my parents.... Their Friends are my family members and their enemies are to be considered as evil.

	3. 
	Art. 9 Right to live with the parents


	Sexual abuse and incest is strongly punished
	Punishment is a way of educating a child.

	4. 
	Art. 14 Right to choose my religion


	Right to be fed since food sustains life
	 My parent's religion becomes automatically mine.

	5. 
	Art. 15 Right to choose my friends
	
	

	6. 
	Art. 34 Right to be free from sexual abuse


	
	


  EXERCISE 3:
The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 

· His willingness to devote time for them 

· His recognition of their societal status 

· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritised and protected.
“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
	S / N
	GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	Consideration
	Children are gifts from God.
	There is a gap between children and adults in terms of recognition

	2
	Hospitality
	They are welcome by both their immediate family and the entire community
	Children are seen as secondary beings

	3
	Love
	They are loved and cherished
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	


�	 Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection"�https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection�


�	 Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf"�https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf�
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