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COMPARISON BETWEEN MATTHEW AND LUKE 
The infancy narrative is concerning the story of the following events: Genealogy, birth and infancy of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham(1:1-17), the adoption of the Son Jesus by Joseph (1:18,24-25,) the visit of the three wise men (2:1-12) the flight to Egypt (2:13-15) the massacre of the innocent children (2:16-17) and the return to Nazareth (2:19-23).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cf. The New Jerusalem Bible on Gospel of Matthew and Luke] 

Similarities: Matthew and Luke approved the birth of Jesus to be almost at the close of Herod’s reign as king (Matt 2:1, Luke 2:5). Joseph proceeds from the line of David (Matt 1:16, Luke 1:27, 2:4). Mary is a virgin betrothed to Joseph but they have not begun to live together neither have they consummated their marriage (Matt.1:18, Luke 1:27). An angel of the Lord from heaven announces the birth of Jesus (Matt.1:20-21, Luke 1:28-30). Jesus is identified as a son of David (Matt.1:1, Luke 1:32). Jesus is conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit i.e without His mother Mary having intercourse (Matt 1:18, Luke 1:34-36). [footnoteRef:2] The name Jesus was given by the angel before his birth and he is identified as the “Savior” by the angel. [2:  Cf. The New Jerusalem Bible on Gospel of Matthew and Luke] 

Differences: Matthew expressed the annunciation by the angel while Luke made the presentation of the event of the annunciation. (Matt 1:18-19, Luke 1:26-37).  Matthew stated the encounter of Joseph with the angel in a dream to convince him of the miraculous conception of Mary but Luke never presented such. The location of birth in Matthew is house while in Luke it is a stable. Matthew stated how the adoration is made by the magi, meanwhile in Luke it is made by the shepherds.
THE WOMEN IN THE INFANCY NARRATIVE 
In the infancy narrative there are five women in the genealogy of Jesus’ birth: Tamar-the seeker of Justice, Rehab-the harlot, Ruth - from a cursed race of Moab descendent, Wife of Uriah- a Hittite and Mary the mother of Jesus. [footnoteRef:3]  These five women have played an intrinsic role in the history of salvation of which to put them aside is to limit the wisdom and omnipotence of God who knows all things and can do all things by letting his Son Jesus Christ, the saviour of the world having a link to these women like Rahab who is said to be a notorious harlot, it shows the unlimited power of God who can bring good even from what has been reckoned as complete evil. This is exactly why Jesus came into the world, to save all from their sins without discrimination, Jews and Gentiles alike. Or is it also Tamar who is said to be the seeker of justice, to this Jesus has also come to appease the justice of his father and as well show His mercy, so to him who seeks justice let him add mercy and charity (Matt 5:39-42). Is it also Ruth who is considered to be from a cursed lineage? Jesus has also come to free the world from the slavery of the curse of sin and to make us his adopted sons. There is Mary who is the Mother of Jesus, one who is known for her renowned virtue. This is the attribute of God and that he has come to establish on earth by preaching repentance and holiness. These and many alike are but a glimpse of Jesus’ salvific structure.     [3:  Weren Wilhelmus Johannes, “Studies in Matthew’s Gospel” (Boston: Library of Congress, 2014), p. 107] 

MATHEWS CHRISTOLOGY
Christology is that part of theology that is concerned with the person of Christ it is the affirmations and definitions of Christ's humanity and deity.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Cf. Edward J. Gratsch, Principles of Catholic Theology, (New York:  Society of St. Paul, 1981) p. 90.] 

To Matthew, Jesus was Immanuel (1:23), God with us. This is affirmed not only in 1:23 but implied in 28:20 in the promise of the risen Christ: “I am with you always.”[footnoteRef:5]  He was the son of David, the son of Abraham (1:1); but he was infinitely more. He was David’s Lord (22:41-46), and the one in whom God would raise up true children of Abraham (3:9; 8:11). He was the Son of God (3:17; 14:33; 17:5), begotten of the Holy Spirit (1:18, 20).[footnoteRef:6] Matthew presents Jesus as the “Son of God” which is the most significant title in his gospel. Matthew uses this title to denote several characteristics of the relationship Jesus has with God. Jesus’ origin is in and through God as he has been conceived through the Holy Spirit (Matt 1:20-21). Jesus as Son of God has an intense and intimate relationship with his Father, “All things have been handed over to me by my father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone who the Son chooses to reveal him” (Matt 11:27). Another Matthew’s key Christological theme is of Jesus as both the fulfilment of the hopes and aspirations of the Israelites and the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. Matthews’s Gospel opens with the genealogy of Jesus which firmly places him within the context of the history of Israel and cements his identity as Jewish. In his opening, Matthew gives Jesus the titles of “Jesus the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” (Mtt 1:1). This immediately alerts the reader to the influence of the Old Testament that continues throughout the Gospel. Senior asserts that the infancy narrative has a somewhat ‘sombre’ one to it as the early life of Jesus is paralleled to the history of Israel; linking the threat to Jesus’ life as an infant and his family’s escape from genocide and arrival in Nazareth as displaced people with the story of the Israelites. Jesus is called out of Egypt (Mtt 2:15) Just as Israel was.[footnoteRef:7]   Matthew uses the device of ‘formula citation’ throughout his Gospel to remind the reader of the role Jesus plays as the fulfilment of the law and the prophets. And most significantly, Jesus himself says “Do not think I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil” (Mtt. 5:17). Matthew also identifies Jesus as ‘Emmanuel’ in (Mt1:20-23), by citing Isaiah’s prophecy on the coming of the Messiah in (Isaiah 7:14, “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel)”[footnoteRef:8]. He is a Savior, as the angel declared to Joseph in a dream, she will bear a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for He will save his people from their sins. Jesus performs this saving action in Mt 8:25, Mt 14:30 etc.   [5:  Cf. Helen Milton, The Structure of the Prologue to St. Matthew’s Gospel, Journal of Biblical Literature, June 1962, and p. 178. ]  [6:  Cf. Frank Stagg, The Christology of Matthew, Sage Journals, October 1962, p.]  [7:  Cf. Senior Donald, The Gospel of Matthew. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997.]  [8:  Cf. David Robert Bauer, The structure of Matthew’s gospel” p, 144
] 

