DEFINITION OF PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

EXERCISE 1
                                           CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Filled in by: Onyejekwe John Chigozie.

	Country:      Nigeria.

	Region/subculture:  South East.

	Rural area/City:    Okigwe, Imo State.


DEFINITION OF PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

* Safeguarding: Is all about the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and promote them from harm.

The word safeguarding means;

i. Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment.

ii. Preventing harm to children’s health or development.

iii. Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care.

iv. Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best 

outcomes. 
* Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.
Family structure 
	*Who is part of the family? Father, Mother and Chid(ren).

	*Who cares for the child?    Father and Mother.

	*Who provides for the child? Father and Mother.

	*Who is in charge of discipline?  Father and Mother.

	*Status of child within family?     The third.

	*Status of child within society?     The fourth.


Duration of childhood

	*When does childhood end?   At the age of 7.

	*How does it typically ends?   It depends on the developing maturity of the body.


What is expected of boys and girls?
                                                                          Boys.               Girls
	*Chance for education:   
	                         Yes 
	Yes

	*Assistance in the household:
	Helping in the house chores
	Helping in the house chores especially in the mothering aspect in the kitchen.

	*Amount of free time + free time activities:
	Minimum although it depends in the family and to make use of their free time for their own good or benefit.
	Minimum although it depends in the family and to make use of their free time for their own good or benefit.

	*Behaviour towards older family     memebers:
	Being respectful, Obedient and humility.
	Being respectful, Obedient and humility.

	*Behaviour towards younger family memebers:
	Caring and respectful.
	Caring and respectful.

	*Behaviour in public:
	Kindness and sense of maturity.
	Respectful, obedient and being in good posture as a lady.

	*Behaviour towards the other sex:
	Properly and maturely with good sense of manner.
	Properly and maturely with good sense of manner.

	*Religious expectations:
	Freedom of worship and to be morally sound.
	Freedom of worship and to be morally sound.

	*Dress code:
	Modesty 
	Modesty 

	*Prospects for their future:
	Successful and to be a better child.
	Successful and to be a better child.

	*Discipline:
	He must be well disciplined which depends on the father and mother.
	She must be well disciplined which depends on the father and mother.


Cultural changes

	*What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood? 
1. Not to eat outside the family house.

2. Not to come back late in the night.

3. Not playing at night outside the house.

	*How does the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture? 
The internet/social media have done more harm than good in the sense that, from the internet or social media they are learning how to fight, shooting of gun, watching pornography films and pictures and yahoo business.

	*How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
1. The issue of divorce.

2. The issue of making a choice or decision.

3. The issue of having wife or wives of your choice together with number of children. 


EXERCISE 2
First, “rights” are things every child should have or be able to do. All children have the same rights. These rights are listed in the UN convention on the Rights of the child.
	S/N
	Aspects of UN convention on rights of child
	Aspects in my culture that are in tune with the child’s rights 
	Aspects in my culture today that differ from child’s rights

	1
	All children are entitled to their Rights which can never be denied from them.
	Freedom of worship (choosing a religion).
	Maltreating or harming a child.

	2
	The Right of the children must be protected which the family responsibility.
	Whom to marry as wife or husband.
	Against freedom of worship

	3
	The Right to decide when to stay  alone or to live with their parents.
	Freedom of speech
	Against freedom of speech

	4
	The Right to choose religion (freedom of worship).
	Right to be alive and to be protected.
	Lack of protection of life.

	5
	The right to decide when to marry.
	Right to leave your parents and have his/her own family.
	Not to be sent to school.


EXERCISE 3 
	S/N
	Gospel values regarding children
	Aspects in my culture today that are in tune with the gospel values 
	Aspects in my culture today that differ from the gospel values

	1
	Matthew 18:10 = “See that you never despise any of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven are continually in the presence of my Father in heaven”.
	In the gospel of Matthew 18: 10, which in my culture, they respect children which for them, they are gift from God and they are leaders of tomorrow.
	In the gospel of Matthew 18:10, it differ from my culture because parents are not believing the angel of God in them rather seeing them as evil spirit working in them.

	2
	Matthew 18:2-5 = “So he called a little child to him whom he set among them. Then he said, ‘In truth I tell you, unless you change and become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven. And so, the one who makes himself as little as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven. Anyone who welcomes one little child like this in my name welcomes me”.
	In the gospel of Matthew 18:2-5, which in my culture, they respect the humility of a child and they learn from them.   
	In the gospel of Matthew 18:2-5, if differ from my culture because parents sees the humility of their children as weakness in acting in life.

	3
	Mark 9:37 = “Anyone who welcomes a little child such as this in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me, welcomes not me but the one who sent me”.
	In the gospel of Mark 9:37, in my culture, they strongly believe that children are really a gift from God to the family and to the world.
	In the gospel of Mark 9:37, it differ from my culture because parents are not valuing their children but seeing them as curse because of small negative attitude.

	4
	Luke 18:16 = “But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs”.
	In the gospel of Luke 18:16, in my culture, they believe that children are image of God like them which they created with the same image and likeness of God.
	In the gospel of Luke 18:16, it differ from my culture because parents are not showing them the true God rather teaching them about gods of incantations.

	5
	Mark 10:16 = “Then he embraced them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing”.
	In the gospel of Mark 10:16, in my culture, the parents gives blessings to their child(ren).
	In the gospel of Mark 10:16, it differ from my culture because instead of parents giving their child(ren) blessings they rather cursing them.


4

