                                             DOMINICAN INSTITUTE, SAMONDA, IBADAN
						COURSE OUTLINE 
Course: TH 131: Principal Elements of African Beliefs 
Students: Year One
Academic Session: SECOND Semester, 2022/2023
Instructor: Sr. Dr. Margaret Fagbamigbe, SSMA
Class Hours: Monday, 8:15-10.00
Office Hours: Thursday, 10 am -11 am 
Email: fagbamigbe.m@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng 

Course Description:
The Course examines different Approaches and Theories regarding African Traditional Religion and explores Common beliefs regarding God, divinities, spirits, ancestors, life after death and mysterious powers.

Course Objective:
At the end of the course, students would be able to understand the African Traditional Religion and the religious elements and the principles (tenets) of African Traditional religion. The would have some understanding of the supernatural powers including some issues surrounding African witchcraft. 

Course Requirements:
1. Class attendance
2. Reading of the assigned texts for the particular theme or topic
3. Continuous assessment test on date that will be announced (1-3 add up 60%).
4. Final exam  (40%).  
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Week 1:  African Heritage and Introduction to African Religion- the nature and the elements inherent. 
Week 2: the loci of African religion-  beliefs;  communication with the Supreme Being; practices, ceremonies and festivals; Religious places and objects; values and morals; Religious officials and the training in special skills and beliefs in mystical powers- the seven principal elements.
Week 3: African worldview of the universe- a created universe, the nature of the universe, the human at the Centre. 
Week 4: Belief in  Supreme Being (God)- the origin of belief, what God does, the names and nature of God, the human images of God.
Week 5: How God is approached- the meaning and purpose of worship, prayer, sacrifice and offerings.  
Week 6: The Spirits- Types, nature, belief in spirits. Class Test.
Week 7:  Make research on the beliefs and legends surrounding the origin and death of human beings in your clan or local area and make CLASS PRESENTATION 5- 10 Min
Week 8: Rituals and festivals: the meaning and importance of rituals, personal rituals, health rituals, professional rituals, festivals. 
Week 9:  Continue 
Week 10: Morals in African Religion: meaning and value of morals, family morals, community morals, God and human morals. 
Week 11: Religious Objects and Places: personal religious objects, ritual objects, objects for offering and sacrifices, religious places.  Class Test.
Week 12: Religious Leaders: the value of religious leaders, ritual Elders,  Traditional rulers. 
Week 13: Belief in mystical powers, Special Skills and Training: Magic and medicine men and women, diviners, mediums, seers, rain-makers, priests/priestess, sorcery, witchcraft.  
Week 14: Revision and evaluation.   
