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· Question 1: About the Infancy Narrative, Compare Matthew and Luke
It is pertinent to mention that scholars have dispute regarding the infancy narrative of Jesus with regard to Matthew and Luke. The infancy narrative has some elements of convergence (similarities), and divergence (differences).
Similarities: Jesus was born in the last days of Herod’s reign (Matt. 2:1-13 and Lk. l :5), He was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18, 20 and Lk. 1:35), His mother was a virgin (Matt. 1:18, 20, 23 and Lk.1 :27, 34), She was betrothed to Joseph (Matt. 1:18 and Lk. 1:27, 2:5), He was of the lineage of David (Matt.1:16, 20 and Lk.1:27, 2:4), Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1 and Lk 2:4, 6),  By divine direction he was called Jesus (Matt. 1:27 and Lk. 2:11), He was declared to be a Saviour (Matt. 1:27 and Lk. 2:11), Joseph knew beforehand both the fact and cause of Mary’s condition (Matt.1:18-20 and Luke 2:5), He accepted Mary as his wife and became the legal father of Jesus (Matt. 1:20, 24, 25 and Lk. 2:5 ff), The birth was attested by revelations and visions (Matt. 1:20 and Lk. 1:27-28), After the birth the family dwelt in Nazareth (Matt. 2:13; Lk. 2:39).
Difference: In Matthew the main characters were Joseph, Angel, Magi, Herod the Great, but in Luke they were Zechariah, Gabriel, Elizabeth, Mary, Angels, Shepherds, Simeon, Anna. In Matthew the secondary characters includes; Mary, Chief Priests and Scribes, Archelaus, but in Luke they include; Herod the Great, Joseph, Ceasar Augustus, Quirinius. In Matthew, Location of Conception was Bethlehem (2:19-31), but in Luke is Nazareth (2:21, 2:39). Jesus was born in a house in Matthew (2:11), but in Luke is a stable (2:7). Magi paid adoration to the baby Jesus in Matthew, but in Luke Shepherds was mentioned. Matthew mentioned Star, but Luke did not. There were no angels in the night sky in Matthew, but there are angels in Luke. Matthew mentioned the murder of innocents and trip to Egypt, but Luke did not. In Matthew, after birth/exile, they move to Nazareth instead of back to Bethlehem for fear of Herod’s son, Archelaus, but in Luke they return to Nazareth. Matthew has lesser details, but Luke has more details. Matthew’s dating includes the death of Herod the Great in 4BCE, but Luke’s dating includes the death of Herod in 4BCE and census under Quirinius in 6BCE.

B: Within this narrative in the First Gospel, how do you interpret the presence of only five women in the genealogy story of Jesus?  
These women includes; Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba the wife of Uriah, and Mary. Despite the fact that Jesus came from patriarchal lineage (men), these five women also played important role. Excluding Mary, the other four women were regarded as sinners (prostitutes) and foreigners (non-Israelites). These women’s role shows the humility and love of Jesus Christ as a messiah who has come to save sinners. Also to show that salvation is not just for the Israelites alone but for everyone, and that everyone (both sinners and foreigners) can partake in redemption history.

· Question 3: Expose and explain the Christology of Matthew

It is pertinent to mention that Christology is the theological doctrine of Christ, that is, the affirmations and definitions of Christ’s humanity and deity. It is also important to say that the Gospel according to Matthew is the first Gospel that gave an account of Jesus’ life and ministry in the New Testament. In Matthew, Jesus teaches people what it means to be part of his kingdom, the “kingdom of heaven.” He is betrayed and crucified. He rises again and commissions His disciples to spread the good news. Matthew opens with a simple statement of who Jesus is (the Messiah), and closes with a simple statement of what we should do (make disciples for Him). 
Also, the apostle Matthew (who is traditionally credited with writing this book) seems to have written this Gospel to a Christian audience who was either Jewish or highly familiar with the Jewish religion. Matthew presents Jesus as the Messiah (Mt 1:1), the promised descendant of King David who would bring God’s kingdom to earth and establish a time of peace and justice. Matthew quotes the Old Testament extensively, and places special emphasis on Jesus’ fulfilment of prophecies, which would have been important to a Jewish audience. Matthew tells us the story of Jesus with an emphasis on His role as Messiah, or Christ:
[bookmark: _GoBack]* Jesus as the son of God: He is conceived by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb (Mt 1:18–20), and God endorses Jesus as His beloved Son (Mt 3:17). He is God incarnate, living among men (Mt 1:23).
* Jesus as the king: He is the son of King David (Mt 1:1). Jesus repeatedly declares that the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Mt 4:17), and tells many parables about it. The Gospel of Matthew makes more mentions of the “kingdom of heaven” of “kingdom of God” than any of the other Gospels.
* Jesus is the promised saviour: He is the son of Abraham, through whom God had promised to bless all nations of the earth. Matthew emphasizes the Old Testament prophecies that Jesus fulfilled, from His birth (Mt 1:22–23; 2:5–6, 17–18) through His ministry and right up to His death and resurrection. He lives a righteous life, teaches us what it means to be righteous, and dies on a cross so that we can be right with God.
It is very important to mention that Matthew has taken over his key Christological texts from Mark, but sometimes he has changed the stories he found in Mark, giving evidence of his own concerns. The title “Son of David” identifies Jesus as the healing and miracle-working Messiah of Israel (it is used exclusively in relation to miracles), and the Jewish messiah is sent to Israel alone. As “Son of Man” he will return to judge the world, a fact his disciples recognize but of which his enemies are unaware. As “Son of God” he is named Immanuel (God with us), God revealing himself through his son, and Jesus proving his sonship through his obedience and example.
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