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QUESTION 3: EXPOSE AND EXPLAIN THE CHRISTOLOGY OF MATTHEW
Introduction: 
The gospel according to Matthew is the historical event of Christ, beginning from His birth to His death and resurrection. Matthew’s Gospel began with Christ and concluded with Christ. In Matthew’s scheme of authenticating Jesus as the Messiah or, “Christ” Mtt 16) of the Old Testament, Jesus is the ultimate fulfillment of the royal theology; Son of David who brought to fullness the plan of God for Israel (story of the 2 blind men-20:30-31). The term Christology is from two Greek words “Christus and Logia” which means a discourse about Christ. Therefore christology can be defined as an inquiry and reflection on Jesus in his Messianic character. 
Matthew’s Christology:
In Matthew’s Christology, the whole development of the early church’s message and theology is revealed and the essential problems resolved. Problems such as: the relationship between the shistorical Jesus and the Christ of faith? What did Jesus think of himself, and what did he reveal about himself? Etc. However, the point of departure for Matthew’s Christology is the fundamental conviction that Jesus of Nazareth is the messiah and Son of God promised in the scriptures of Israel. He portrays Jesus as the shepherd of Israel, concerned for his people, who establish his universal kingdom for all peoples. The gosple presented Jesus as king, Savour and Prophet not only to the Jewish people but to all the nations of the earth, therefore, the universal character of Jesus originated from the household of Israel.
Christological Titles In Matthew
The Christological titles is to show us that in the history of Israel, there was a longing for a messiah king who would come from Davidic kingdom to save Israel from their enslavement from the hands of their oppressors. Son of David and Son of Abraham (Mtt: 1:1) The anointed one, and the messiah. He also designates Jesus as Son of God, this becomes clear as Jesus fulfills the role of a servant Israel in the whole of the gospel. In chapter 16:13-28, Jesus was designated as the Son of man which tells of his divine sonship by relating Christ’s unique and miraculous conception. Nevertheless, Matthew’s Christology depended on the Old Testament scriptures but also on the contemplation of the life and work of Jesus. In the book of the prophet Ezekiel in his vision saw the Son of man as human being born of a woman, also in the case of the prophet Daniel saw a vision of the Son of man. “I saw the Son of man coming down from heaven”. Thus the son of man in the book of Daniel has a strong Christological importance because of its estchatological nature.(cf Dan.7:11-14, 16:21,17:22, 20:17-19). The Sonship of Christ is seen at the scene of Baptism where the heavens opened and the voice of the father was heard “this is my Son in whom I am well pleased.” Another scene was at the Transfiguration “This is my Son, my beloved, in whom I am well pleased, listen to him.”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, using the words of Reginald H. Fuller in his Christological reflection talks about the self understanding of Jesus. For him, the Messianic title as applied to Christ in the synoptic gosples affirms that the title Son of man is properly applied to Jesus because it is firmly embodded in the logia of Jesus, the son of man in the presence and the son of man in the future. 

Qestion 1. The Infancy narrative. Compare Matthew and Luke
Introduction 
Both gosples authors were evangelist, their writings are very similar but yet with some different. Similar because they both tell the story of the birth of Jesus, and they are different because the events aside from the fact that Jesus was born are all very different. The genealogy of Jesus talks about men, but Jesus’ genealogy is in illusion and this ancestory of Jesus are generally patrichal it concerns men. So on the second part of the question is about the addition of five women in the genealogy of Jesus. 
The Infancy Narrative. Compare Matthew and Luke
The Infancy narrative in the gosple of Matthew can be seen in the first two chapters of the gosple. As in the case of Matthew, he began the Infancy narrative from the genealogy of Jesus tracing Jesus’ lineage. The eveangelists Matthew saw the important of the genealogy of Jesus because for him, it serves as evidence of who Jesus is. 
In the gosple of Luke the Infancy narrative of Jesus did’t start the first chapter of the gosple rather it began with the narrative of the birth of John the Baptist. The genealogy of Jesus in the Lukcan acount is seen in chapter three. The gosple of Luke begins with chapters one and two with a parallel description of the birth of Jonh the Baptist and Jesus. In the other way this could be a preview to Jesus’ birth which would explain why the gosple of Luke would want to include John the Baptist. For Luke, Jesus’s birth was foreseen. John the Baptist is to baptize Jesus. 
Both evangelist mention Jesus’ conception through the Spirit, (Matt 1:18, Lk 1:35). The infancy narrative in Luke does not in any tend to render an historical facts but a narrative theology.  
(B)Within This Narrative in the First Gosple, How do You Interpret The Presence of Only Five Women in the Genealogy Story of Jesus?
The reason for the evangelist Matthew adding these five women to the genealogy of Christ is something that is rare in the Jewish genealogical list. Four of These women were regarded as notorious sinners, and most importantly in sexual sin expect the blessed virgin mary who was excluded from the other women becsuse of her role as the mother of Christ who is to be the saviour of humanity. The bible describe these women as follows, Tamar, who gave everything so as not to lose the divine blessings, Rahab, a foreign prostitute who the bible praises,(Joshua 2:1); Ruth, another foreigner of exemplary conduct; and the widow of Uriah, the beautiful Bathsheba, who shared David’s sin. 
The presence of the women in the genealogy of Christ was to show that Jesus is the saviour of sinners,and this make the presence of the women in the genealogy reflects the polemic between the Pharisees, who looked for a Davidic Messiah, and the Sadducees essenes, others who expected a Levitical Messiah and who therefore were inclined to stress the sinfulness of the four women in order to demean the Davidic lineage. The deliberate inclusion of these women showed the acceptance of the Pharisees notion of a Davidic Messiah.The women in the genealogy were all Gentiles, so the evanglist Matthew intend to underline the propriety of the ultimate inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s purpose by showing that the messiah has Gentiles among his ancestors. In all this, salvation is for sinner not looking at nationality.
