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TH 132: Religion in the 7th Century Semitic World (2 Credit Unit)
Instructor: Rev. Fr. Paul Akpomie, OP
Second Semester 2021/2022 Academic Year
Email: akpomie.p@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng 
semitic-world@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng 
TH. 132: Religion in the 7th Century Semitic World
General Comments:

This is my third year teaching a course entirely online. I learnt a lot from my previous experiences, and I am sure you will teach me a lot this semester too.  The online teaching experience is a learning experience that we will all go through together, helping each other to grow and benefit from it as much as we can. I hope to create a learning environment in which we work together to build a learning community that provides guidance, support and humanized online experience. 

I am sure you have many questions and I expect this syllabus will help answer and guide many of your questions about taking a historical course on Semitic religions of the 7th Century. Please read the syllabus carefully and it is recommended that you check it before every class.
 
Contacts and Communication: 
Course Instructor: Rev. Fr. Paul Akpomie, OP
semitic-world@dominicaninstitution.edu.ng. 

The channel for communication is via the institutional email account above. You can send your emails via the mail option, and a what’s app group will be created for quick questions. It is important to log on regularly to the to always be updated with the class announcements and discussions. 

As scheduled the class meets once a week on Friday.
Some of our classes may require students watching and taking down notes from Youtube videos concerning our subject matter for the semester. Students have to listen to the lecture carefully and read the assigned readings.
On Friday during the semester the class will meet via the DI E-Classroom portal for a class discussion. 
Every week before the Friday class students have to reflect on and try to answer the pre-session questions posted in each week of the syllabus. Also, by the end of each week students have to write the main themes discussed during the week as a post session exercise. 

Office hour:
Wednesdays 4 – 5pm (This should be done by prior appointments) Office hours are meant to help the student and I have discussions concerning any topics from previous classes, or to seek clarifications on research papers and assigned readings. I will be available during this time on our Google Meet links. Please try to meet me during office hours as this is a good space for further discussions on the reading material and on any issues related to our course. 

General Observations
An online course differs from a traditional classroom course in several respects. There is more responsibility on the student to interact with the teacher. If you do not understand something, I cannot read that in your face or call on you in class to determine how well the idea is grasped. You should communicate with me, and with your fellow classmates, through the online classes and office hours- through email or the discussion board on the Google Meet feature. If you do not make the effort to communicate, you cannot benefit from interaction with the instructor and/or your peers. If you are confused or need more guidance, you have to let me know. 

Taking a course online requires patience, an interest in learning more about technology, and personal discipline. You are responsible for keeping up with the class and maintaining consistent communication. I am always here to help you but the responsibility lies with you to seek the help needed, and to commit the time necessary for academic success. 


Course description:
This course is a survey of the world of the semitic peoples of the Ijaz regions. Ijaz region refers to the Arabian Peninsula or the chain of territories known as the Fertile Crescent in Palestine, Mesopotamia, Syria and their desert borderlines. The Arabian Peninsula comprises of Saudi Arabia, Yemen Republic, Kuwait, the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen, Bahrain, Qatar, Egypt, Iran, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan, Syria, and Turkey. Mostly, the Arab speaking Middle East of pre-Islamic times up to the advent of Islam. 

Our trajectory for the annals of Islam shall have us treat the social and religious situations of the 7th century Semitic world. With this in mind, we will have topics dealing with the Aramean culture and peoples and their polytheistic views in contrast to the Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity) and their theological perspectives at the time. 

Next, we shall study the biography of the rise of Muhammad which shall take into account his early life, call to prophethood, his message, persecution, emigration (Hijrah), battles fought, his successes, his demise, the question of successors, the successions in Islam (Alids /Shi’a vs. Sunnis). 

In other words, our course traces the development of Islamic society, with particular attention paid to the plurality of cultures that comprised the region. It seeks to juxtapose several historical narratives: the political, the economic, the social, and the cultural in order to provide a broad conceptualization of pre-Islamic Arabia and the annals of Islam.

A number of general themes will be recurrent: - the relation between state and religion, relations between trade/economics and religions, the relation between theological strives and new synthesis of theology. Special attention will also be given to literary reports of Islamic civilization in this era, war and conquest, travel and trade, the views, roles and status of non-Muslims by the conclusion of the course.


Course Objective: The course objective is to provide us with Historical (Scientific) account for factors that gave rise and enabled the spread, success, and inherent challenges in the annals of Islam in the 7th Century. Students should have good knowledge of these factors concerning Islam in order to have healthy, meaningful, academic and relevant retrospections and dialogue with the religion of Islam and her adherents. 
Students should have a grasp of the major themes, as well as an appreciation for the rich and complex culture that characterizes the region.

NOTICE: Please note that this is not a course that puts religion at the center, though of course we will be studying some of the central ideas and practices of Islam throughout. Think of it instead as an attempt to understand how environment, economy, politics, culture, social life, and religion interacted over time to produce and sustain a civilization (in this case, an Islamic civilization).


Among the questions we will consider:
· What was the socio-religious situation of the 7th Century Semitic world?
· How did people view themselves and their societies? What categories (social, religious, legal, political etc) made up the fabric of everyday life?
· How did the Middle East become Islamic? To what extent do the Islamic social organization, and culture represent continuity or discontinuity with already existing conditions in the territories to which Islam spread?
·  Is there a worldwide unity of Islamic culture? At what points can we speak of a unified Islamic civilization?  What are the points of regional variation in the Islamic world?
·  How important are historical legacies for understanding the present day?
  

Learning Outcomes: 
· Gaining an overview of the political, social, religious and economic history of 7th century Semitic World.
· Developing an understanding of the world contextually, that is interpreting human experiences and the meanings people have given them in relationship to the place and time in which they occurred
· Understanding the political and social strengths and strains in Islam from the annals. 
· Understanding the processes of cause and effect in history.   
· Developing critical analytical skills through a reading of both secondary and primary sources and acquiring an awareness of the issues involved in interpreting primary sources.
· Understanding the use of primary evidence and the critical approaches in historical analysis and interdisciplinary study: Through the reaction papers, students will learn to understand, analyze and evaluate both evidence and arguments. 
· Developing writing conventions appropriate to the discipline of History. 
· Developing oral communication skills: Through class discussions, students will become co-creators of knowledge and will learn how to communicate it to others. 
· Connecting the Classroom to the outside world: Students will learn through class discussions and assigned readings, how to apply historical knowledge and thinking skills to real-world problems and to act on civic dispositions to make positive changes in their communities.

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

(30%) Class Participation:
	Despite being introductory, this course will not be conducted with a pure lecture 
format. Rather, class discussion will be frequent, and you will be expected to engage both with the material and with your classmates. As a result, attendance and punctuality are expected. Each class period, I expect all students to be there on time and ready for an interactive dynamic class.  Each week I will post a number of questions for students to reflect on and discuss in class.  Also, each week a group of five students in the class (going by family name in the alphabetical order) will be responsible for raising 2 informed and critical questions related to the readings and Youtube video screenings for class.  They will post their questions onto our DI-E classroom space, and the other students of the class have to answer these questions as accurately as possible and post their answers on the discussion board. This pattern continues until the end of the semester. A good part of the grade is placed on whether your questions touch a core theme or topic in the readings, and whether your answers to other questions show that you have engaged seriously in the readings.)

Criteria for Class Participation. 
In order to get the grade for participation you have to post regularly your answers to the questions mentioned above as well as be engaged in the class discussions on Fridays. 
 (9-10) Excellent: This grade is for students who participate nearly every day. 
· Provide comments that are well thought out and grounded in the assigned readings. 
· Express their ideas in a clear and persuasive manner.
·  Raise critical questions that advance the learning process of the whole class. 

(7-8) Good: This grade is for students who usually participate, but nearly always actively listen and take notes.
· Raise questions and offer comments and that demonstrate that the assigned reading has been completed. 
· Show effort and enthusiasm. 
(5-6) Adequate: This grade is for students who demonstrate good familiarity with the material when called upon. 
· Participate voluntarily but show only a basic familiarity with the material. 
· Offer comments and express only opinions that are not grounded in the assigned readings.
·  Attentive but does not participate much verbally. 

(1-4) Unsatisfactory:  Students receive an unsatisfactory grade if 
· Come to class unprepared
· They are frequently absent from class or usually late. 
· Come to class and leave. 
· Inattentive. 
· Display distracting behavior in class by side talks.


(40 %) Assignment (Reaction papers) and Term Paper: Students will be expected to turn in a two-page Reaction paper to some of the readings. This will be done twice in the semester. Each reaction paper accounts of 10%. (Reaction papers should not summarize the source material but respond to it from your own point of view.) They are designed to get you thinking and to give you an opportunity to reflect on the issues raised by the course. They are exercises in critical thinking and an opportunity to digest and synthesize course material—to formulate questions, suggest alternative interpretations and shape our discussion.) This shall account for 20%.

Theme Paper topics shall be chosen by students around the 6th -7th week of lecture, and approved by me. We shall discuss and agree on the number of pages. This shall also account for 20% of the entire score.
          Assignment and Theme Paper Submission Policy: 
· Assignments should be submitted on-line  
· If your assignment (the reaction paper) is between 1 and 24 hours late, you will be penalized 20% of the assigned points. After one day of the due date, the assignment will be considered missing and zero points will be the official grade. 
· Plagiarism is highly discouraged. Students are expected to acknowledge source materials. Please let me know if you have any questions about this issue.

Exams: (30%)
The final exam counts for (30%) The examination will cover material from lectures, discussions, audios, videos, and reading, consisting of objective essay questions. Questions will be primarily based on the assigned readings and supplementary materials. The final exam covers all the areas treated during the semester but with emphasis on the latter half. 

Options are given for either written, or oral examination for each student. Please, feel free to choose which you prefer during the exam week.

Make-up exams will be given only in emergency situations, and you should contact me before the scheduled exam if possible. 


Criteria for Exams Grading:
Grading Scale: To avoid any misunderstandings, please familiarize yourself with what is expected in order to obtain good marks in this course.

 A: Outstanding Work: a firm and active grasp of the material in lectures and readings and an ability to offer sound and insightful analysis.

 B: Solid Work: a good grasp of the material in lectures and readings and significant effort to interpret the material in an analytical fashion.

 C: Decent Work: a fair grasp of the material in lectures and readings, but analysis and effort are lacking.

 D: Poor Work: a simplistic understanding of the material with little or no effort towards analysis.

 F: Unacceptable Work: little grasp of the subject matter and no attempt to engage the material or respect the parameters of the course and assignments.

(If you want an (A) be prepared to put a consistently high level of effort into the course)

	Grade
	 
	Points
	 
	Description

	A
	 
	94-100
	 
	Excellent

	A-
	
	 90-93
	
	 

	B+
	 
	87-89
	 
	Very good

	B
	 
	84-86
	 
	 

	B-
	 
	80-83
	 
	Good

	C+
	 
	77-79
	 
	 

	C
	 
	74-76
	 
	Passing

	C-
	 
	70-73
	 
	 

	D+
	 
	67-69
	 
	Conditionally passing

	D
	 
	64-66
	 
	 

	F
	 
	0.0
	 
	Failing




    
     Penalties for Academic Dishonesty/Academic Integrity
VIOLATION OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic fraud and dishonesty include, but is not limited to, the following categories: cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, multiple submissions, obtaining unfair advantage, unauthorized access to academic or administrative systems, aiding and abetting, impersonation, threatening harm, and copyright infringement.
 
1. Cheating: using unauthorized notes, aids, or information on an examination; altering a graded work prior to its return to a faculty member; allowing another person to do one's own work and submitting it for grading.
2. Plagiarism: submitting material that in part or whole is not one's own work; submitting one's own work without properly attributing the correct sources of its content.
3. Fabrication: inventing or falsifying information, data, or citation; presenting data gathered outside of acceptable professorial guidelines; failing to provide an accurate account of how information, data or citations were gathered; altering documents affecting academic records; forging signatures or authorizing false information on an official academic document, grade, letter, form, ID card, or any other university document; submitting false excuses for absence, delay or illness.
4. Multiple Submissions: submitting identical papers or course work for credit in more than one course without prior permission of the instructor.
On line Class Room Conduct:  Don’t forget that an online classroom is still a classroom. 

Instructor responsibilities:
· Start and end class on time.
· Treat all students with courtesy and respect.
· Be open to constructive input from students in the course.
· Provide students with the feedback needed on assignments and exams 

Student responsibilities:
· Conduct yourself in an online class with the same respect, politeness and professionalism that you would exhibit in a real-life classroom 
· Come to class on time and be engaged in class discussions. 
· Be quiet and give full respectful attention while either instructor or another student is speaking
· When speaking, use courteous, respectful language and keep comments and questions relevant to the topic at hand.

 I consider this to be a contract between my students and me. I expect you to fulfill your responsibilities to me and to your fellow students and if I am not meeting my responsibilities to you I expect you to let me know. 

Course Materials:
Required Readings: Excerpts from the following books:
· Cleveland, William.L. A History of the Modern Middle East; Boulder: Westview press1994
· Crone, Patricia. God’s Rule: Government and Islam, New York: Columbia University press,2004
· Halm, Heinz. Arabs: A short History. Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers, 2012
· ibn Hisham.  The Life of Muhammad a translation of Isḥāq's Sīrat rasūl Allāh. with introduction and notes by A. Guillaume. Karachi; New York: Oxford university press, 2003
· Lapidus, Ira. A History of Islamic Societies. Cambridge New York: Cambridge University press, 2002
· Hourani, Albert. “A History of the Arab People”. (London: Faber, 2002)

Relevant Websites:
· Islamic History Internet Sourcebook: http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp
· Islamic History resources at University of Georgia: http://islam.uga.edu/history.html
· BBC link on Islam: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
· http://answering-islam.org/Books


Videos: 
· Islam: Empire of Faith 


Course Outline:
Week 1: Febuary 25th 
(DI-E Class) Introduction to the course, Students and instructor introducing themselves and then discuss why study history?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmtMpQAIKjQ 

 *Take home reading: Rethinking History: What History is (Jenkins,2-13)
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Week 2:  March 4th : The Semitic World of the Pre-Islamic Arabia
*Reading/Research Materials for Class:
Middle Eastern Societies & Arabia before the advent of Islam (lapidus3-20&The book of idols https://answering-islam.org/Books/Al-Kalbi/
Ibn Khaldun and Arab Philosophy of History: Nomadic Vs. Sedentary culture (Excerpts from ibn Khaldun al-Muqadimah) 

Islamic History Internet Sourcebook: http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp
Questions and points for Discussion:
· Where and what is the Middle East? What is/was the Near East?  What and where is the Arab world?  How do these areas relate to the Islamic world?  Is it possible to produce objective or impartial studies of Middle Eastern history (or indeed, of any history)?
· Middle eastern civilizations before the advent of Islam  
· Ibn Khaldun and Arab Philosophy of History
· Influence of Physical factors over Human life/ History. Salient Features of Bedouin People and Sedentary Culture. 
· Origin and growth of Political Power / Dynasty- Factors contributing Decline and Fall of Civilizations- The concept of ‘Asabiyyah. 

Week 3 (March 11): The Political and Socio-Religious situations of the 7th century Semitic World.
Trade and Economic Rise of the Arabian Peninsula
Polytheism (Mushrikūn) of Arabs

*Materials for Study and Research
The Normadic tribes of Arabia (PDF Material)
Ira Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 10-17.

Some Questions and points for discussion
· What are the three Monotheistic Religions in the Middle East and the 
· Paganism of Arabia/ idol worshipping 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 4 (March 18): Monotheistic Religions: Abrahamic Religions (Judaism and Christianity)
Theological perspectives of Judaism
Theological perspectives of Christianity

*Research Materials for study
Ira Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 6-9.
Harry Munt “No two Religions”: Non-Muslims in the early Islamic ḥijāz pp. 251-254.
Sidney H. Griffith, The Bible in Arabic: “The Scripture of the People of the Book in the language of Islam.” pp. 8-17.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**Reaction paper 1 due on 29th, Monday.
Write a two-page reaction paper on: The Socio-Religious view of the Arabic Semitic World and factors that gave Rise to Islam.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 5 (March 25): The Rise of Islam 
The birth of Muhammad 
His Early Life

*Materials for Research and Study
Ira Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 20-23
The life of Muhammad and the appearance of Islam-Arabia in the 6th century (Hourani 14-21& Halm 29-31& Excerpt from sirat ibn Hisham http://archive.org/details/SiratIbnHisham)
Islam: Empire of Faith https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHhbSvOcz4g

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 6 (April 1): Prophethood in Islam
Muhammad Call to prophethood
His message of Tawhīd (Unity/monotheism)

*Materials for Study and Research
Ira Lapidus, A history of Islamic Societies, pp. 18-19.
Abdul Kabir, Revelation and Prophethood in the Islamic World View
WAMY Series on Islam, No. 7: Prophethood in Islam
Imtiyaz Yusuf, “The Nabi-Rusūl in Arabian/Semitic Religious Tradition” in Islamic Studies. pp. 519-533. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 7 (April 8):  Challenges of Muhammad’s Mission
The Persecutions from Mecca
The Emigration (Hijrah) of the Muslims
Battles fought (Ideas of Jihād) 

*Materials for Study and Research
Halm, Heinz. Arabs: A short History pp. 29-31
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE: Theme Paper titles must be presented and approved today. Theme papers are due for submission on, or before, June 3rd (the Last day of lecture).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 8 (April 29): Muhammad Successes (The Establishment of Islam)
Success in Medina
Conquest of Mecca 

*Materials for Study
Hourani, Albert. “A History of the Arab People” pp. 14-21
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 9 (May 6):  Muhammad’s Death and the Question of Successors

*Materials for Study and Questions

Succession to the prophet and the Caliphal State-the institution of the Caliphate (ibn Hisham, 683-687) http://archive.org/details/SiratIbnHisham

We will focus on the theme of continuity and change 

· How did Islam challenge the worldview, notions of the meaning of existence, and sense of personal morality of the pre-Islamic Arabs? (Continuity and Change)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
**Reaction paper 2 due on May 16th, Monday.
Write a two-page reaction paper Enumerating the conception of prophethood in the Arabian Peninsula and the challenges these posed for Muhammad. How did he eventually succeed?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
       
Week 10 (May 13): The Early Consequences of Succession
Meccans (Muhajirūn/ Emigrants) quarrels with the Medinans (Ansars/ Helpers)
Alids/ Kharajites opposition of the Sunnis
Ridda /FitnaWars

*Materials for Research/Study
Patricia Crone, God’s Rule: Government and Islam, pp. 17-32.
Hourani, Albert. “A History of the Arab People” pp. 22-24.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 11 (May 20): The Rashidun (4 Caliphs After Muhammad)
Expanse of Islamic territories
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week 12 (June 13): Revision for Examinations; choice of examination, and Submission of Theme Papers.
 
 *** This class schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w041e9G8NhQ
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