REVIEW ON UNINTENDED REFORMATION: HOW A RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION SECULARIZED SOCIETY. (BRAD STEPHAN GREGORY) 
1. BIOGRAPHY OF BRAD S. GREGORY
Brad Stephan Gregory was born on 28 May 1963 in United States. He is known as an historian with his thesis called the Anathema of Compromise that he presented in 1996. His sub-disciplines are the Early Modern European History, the Intellectual History, the Religious History, Historical Method, and the Late Middle Ages. His main interests are Reformation and Counter-Reformation. He is a professor of Early European History at the University of Notre Dame, and he received his PhD from Princeton University in 1996. In 2005 he was named the inaugural winner of the Hiett Prize in the Humanities form the Dallas Institute of Humanities and Culture as the outstanding mid-career humanities scholar in the United States. His research focuses on Christianity in the Reformation era, the long-term effects of the Reformation, secularization in earls modern and modern Western history, and methodology in the study of religion.  It is in this sense that we can understand why he wrote this book we are treating in this review which is on the effects of the reformation in the contemporary Western world.  He wrote many books but among these, his notable works are Salvation at Stake: Christian Martyrdom in Early Modern Europe (1999) and the Unintended Reformation: How a religious Revolution Secularized Society (2012). He holds the Dorothy G, Griffin Collegiate Chair in European History at the University of Notre Dame. 
2. INTRODUCTION
This book of Brad Stephan Gregory is an analysis of the impact of the reformation in the Contemporary Western world concerning what he calls life questions which concern fundamental human life.
The question he treats is: how Europe and North America today came to be as they are?[footnoteRef:1] The author sees Europe and North America as a secularized world characterized by a hyper-pluralism. This world for him is an extraordinarily complex, tangled product of rejections, retentions, and transformations of Medieval Western Christianity, in which the Reformation era constitutes the critical watershed. For this reason, he claims that Reformation’s influence on the eventual secularization of society was complex, largely indirect, far from immediate, and profoundly unintended.[footnoteRef:2] The problems that he is seen in the Western World is that human life in the Western world today, is characterized by an enormously wide range of incompatible truth claims pertaining to human values, aspirations, norms, morality, and meaning. These influence the ways in which people live and the sorts of lives to which they aspire.[footnoteRef:3] 	Comment by Benedict Iwatt: Good point [1:  Cf. P. 8.]  [2:  Cf. p.2. ]  [3:  Cf. P.11.] 

The thesis of this book is that even if the reformation in Europe took place between the Middle Ages and the Modernity, what transpired five centuries ago continues today profoundly to influence the lives of everyone not only in Europe and North America but all around the world, whether or not they are Christians or indeed religious believers of any kind.[footnoteRef:4] A central argument of this book is that ideological and institutional shifts that occurred five or more centuries ago remain substantively necessary to an explanation of why the Western world today is as it is.[footnoteRef:5] The result of his research is that the Hyper-pluralism which came with the principle of the Sola Scriptura, led to the secularization of the contemporary Western world.  He treats this question in six chapters showing different ideology that happened from this principle, using the historical genealogical method.  [4:  Cf. P. 1. ]  [5:  Cf. P. 7.] 

3. PERSONAL COMMENT ON THE GENEALOGICAL METHOD 
In this long book, the method used by the author is genealogical.[footnoteRef:6]  For him, secularization started by: Excluding God, relativizing doctrines, controlling the churches, subjectivizing morality, manufacturing the goods life, and secularizing knowledge. As genealogical method that emphasizes the continuing influence of the past in the present, it means that the first destruction gave birth to the second and the genealogy continues to the last. [6:  Cf. P. 4.] 

However, reformation in the Church did not start in 16th century because the Church have been always in a continual reformation even before the protestant reformation. There were different controversies in the Church regarding doctrines, administration, and papal authority in 14th century, conflict between popes and emperors in 15th century, schism (East and West) already around in 1054. So, to say that the protestant reformation was the most important distant historical source of Western hyper-pluralism is an exaggeration. He attacked the question in general (politics, economy, moral, religion…) without specifying the sense of secularization he want to treat. With his first chapter we can see that secularization is in the sense of absence of religion.  This method is limited because the author relativized all the events that happened before the protestant reformation. 
The long book A Secular Age of Charles Taylor treat the same question about the secularization of the Western world. He uses history to illustrate his points. He starts by showing in which sense of secularization he will write his essay. He analyses the concept clearly for a good understanding. He focuses on the conditions of belief showing the move from a society where belief in God is unchallenged and indeed, unproblematic, to one in which it is understood to be one option among others and frequently not the easiest to embrace.[footnoteRef:7] For him the protestant Reformation is seen as the starting point which led to secularization of the Western world. He shows that the today’s secular society there is not an absence of religion but the continuing multiplication of new options; pluralism of outlooks, religious, and non and anti-religious in which the number of possible positions seems to be increasing without end.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Cf. Charles Taylor, A Secular Age, p. 3.]  [8:  Cf. Charles Taylor, p. 437.] 
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