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Catholic Social Teachings Class Discussions
1) Why does the church get caught up in political and economic issues that others should be dealing with instead of doing the one thing the Church is supposed to do, serve the spiritual dimension of life?

· [bookmark: _GoBack]2) Imagine a second scenario. An armed gang visits a family, rapes the mother and her daughter. Eventually both were found to be pregnant. Knowing full well, the psychological trauma that such will bring to the family, will you advocate for abortion? What about the case where a father sleeps with his daughter and she eventually becomes pregnant. Will you advocate for abortion?

· 3) Some current social issues to be considered are health care, war, immigration, racism, poverty, globalization, capital punishment, mass media, workplace justice, and the environment.  Catholic Social Teaching is a “secret” to most Catholics and remains a “secret” if we do not put it into practice. 
  Given the scope and urgency of the many current social issues, how can we further educate Catholics about Catholic Social Teaching so they can put it into practice? 

    4)  If every act of sex must be open to procreation, should infertile couples have sex?   
5) We see increasing violence due to social inequities, broken families, and unjust laws. We see increasing moral relativism, secularism, materialism, and individualism. We see multiple examples of the gross violation of human liberties and dignity.  The culture has caused many people to have an emotional and superficial faith. Given these strong cultural influences, how can we more boldly influence our culture with the teachings of Jesus expressed through Catholic Social Teaching? 
    6) When does the fetus develop into a person?
    7) As Christians we are called to “put on Christ” and carry on His mission “to bring glad tidings to the poor…to proclaim liberty to captives…to let the oppressed go free”(Lk. 4). We live the Church’s Social Doctrine by practicing these principles: Common Good, the Universal Destination of Goods, Subsidiarity, Participation, and Solidarity. How can we more fully put on Christ so that we tirelessly protect, defend, and foster human dignity from conception until natural death?  
   8) Should a physician withhold information from a patient? And if a lie is beneficial to a patient, can the physician lie? 
9) You are an inmate in a concentration camp. A sadistic guard is about to hang your son who tried to escape and wants you to pull the chair from underneath him. He says that if you don’t he will not only kill your son but some other innocent inmate as well. You don’t have any doubt that he means what he says. What should you do?
10) Your best friend is about to get married. The ceremony will be performed in one hour, but you have seen, just before coming to the wedding, that your friend’s fiancée has been having an affair. If your friend marries this woman, she is unlikely to be faithful, but on the other hand, if you tell your friend about the affair, you will ruin his wedding. Would you, or would you not, tell your friend of the affair?
11) There is a train that, much to your horror, is about to run over your grown up son, who has been tied to its track. It just so happens that you have just enough time to flip a switch that will send the train down a different track, saving your son. However, tied to the other track, is your granddaughter, the daughter of the very son in danger of being run over. Your son is begging and pleading with you not to flip the switch, not to kill his daughter. What would you do?
12) You are a very skilled doctor with five dying patients, each of whom needs a different organ in order to live. Unfortunately, there are no organs available to perform any of the transplants. It just so happens that you have a sixth dying patient, suffering from a fatal illness, who will die sooner than the other five if not treated. If this sixth patient dies, you will be able to use his organs to save the five other patients. However, you have a medicine you can give to this sixth patient that will cure his illness and he won’t die. Would you:

* The fetus does not develop into a person. Instead, it develops as a person. 

