DEFINITION OF PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

EXERCISE 1
                                           CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Filled in by: Ukagu Desmond Nnaemeka
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	Rural area/City: Abakaliki Ebonyi State


DEFINITION OF PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING

Safeguarding: Is all about the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and promote them from harm.

The word safeguarding means;

i. Protecting children from abuse and maltreatment.

ii. Preventing harm to children’s health or development.

iii. Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care.

iv. Taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best 

       outcomes. 
Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.
Family structure 
	*Who is part of the family? Father, mother and children

	*Who cares for the child? Both Parents

	*Who provides for the child? Both Parents

	*Who is in charge of discipline? Both Parents

	*Status of child within family?     3rd

	*Status of child within society?     4th


Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end? At the age of  7

	How does it typically ends? depending on the developing maturity of the body.


What is expected of boys and girls?
                                                                          Boys.               Girls
	Chance for education:   
	yes
	yes

	Assistance in the household:
	To help in the house
	Help the mother in the kitchen and others works in the house

	Amount of free time + free time activities:
	Minimum & he is to be in the house when expected
	Minimum & she is to be in the house when expected

	Behaviour towards older family  memebers:
	He is expected to respect his elders
	She is expected to respect her elders

	Behaviour towards younger family memebers:
	He is to care for them as his younger ones
	she is to care for them as her younger ones

	Behaviour in public:
	He is expected to be matured
	She is expected to be respectful, obedient and to be in good posture as a lady while in the public.

	Behaviour towards the other sex:
	He is expected to relate with them in a mature way.
	She is expected to relate with them in a proper and careful manner

	Religious expectations:
	He expected to be morally sound
	She expected to be morally sound

	Dress code:
	decent
	decent

	Prospects for their future
	Building positive skills, Successful and to be a good child.
	Building positive skills, Successful and to be a good child.

	Discipline
	He expected to  be well disciplined
	She expected to  be well disciplined


Cultural changes

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?  Children are now seen as those who are very smart.

	How does the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture? Children now mis-use the internet/social media because from the internet/social media they are learning how to fight, watching pornographic pictures and films and they even learn how to do yahoo business.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture? The family structure now influence childhood because of divorce.


EXERCISE 2
First, “rights” are things every child should have or be able to do. All children have the same rights. These rights are listed in the UN convention on the Rights of the child.
	S/N
	Aspects of UN convention on rights of child
	Aspects in my culture that are in tune with the child’s rights 
	Aspects in my culture today that differ from child’s rights

	1
	The right to be protected from kidnapping
	In my culture children are protected by the parents
	In my culture it is not a must that a kid must be raised by his or her parents

	2
	The right to be alive
	No one is allowed to take the life of any child
	In my culture parents choose friend for their children

	3
	The right to privacy 
	Children are allowed sometimes to take decision on their own
	In my culture children have no right to give opinions for adults to listen to.

	4
	They right to be raised by their parents
	every child is raised by the parents
	In my culture elders have the right to punish children that mis-behave

	5
	They have the right to be protected from being hurt or mistreated
	Parents protect their children from being mistreated.
	Children have no right to protection when they mis-behave


EXERCISE 3
The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 
· His willingness to devote time for them 
· His recognition of their societal status 
· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritized and protected.
Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15

Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16

Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17

	S/N
	Gospel values regarding children
	Aspects in my culture today that are in tune with the gospel values 
	Aspects in my culture today that differ from the gospel values

	1
	Mark 9:37  “Anyone who welcomes a little child such as this in my name, welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me, welcomes not me but the one who sent me”.
	In my culture children are seen as gift from God
	If a child is born with illness it is seen as a cause on the family 

	2
	The kingdom of God belong to those whose mind is like that of kids
	In my culture they are well loved
	In my culture male kids are more valued than female kids 

	3
	Luke 18:16 “But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs”.
	In my culture they are well taken care of.
	In my culture male kids are more respected that female kids.

	4
	They are regarded as blessing to the family
	There is a great joy in the family whenever they welcome a new baby
	Sometimes when family is expecting a male child and it turned out to be a female child they feel disappointed.

	5
	Mark 10:16  “Then he embraced them, laid his hands on them and gave them his blessing”.
	in my culture, the parents gives blessings to their children.
	In my culture because sometimes parents curse their children instead of blessing them.


