Brief on William of Ockham:
 [footnoteRef:1]NOMINALISM: WILLIAM OF OCKHAM: 1280-1349ca Venerabilis Inceptor (Latin: “Venerable Enterpriser”), or Doctor Invincibilis (“Invincible Doctor”), Franciscan of the spiritual current, follower of the Emperor Louis the Bavarian in his struggle against the papacy. Condemned by the Pope in 1328, together with Michael of Cesena, he fled from Avignon and took refuge at the imperial court. He was the initiator and architect of the modern way, which would prevail in theology for about two centuries. In his work, logic prevails over metaphysics, nominalism over realism, the will over the intellect. Ockham broke the harmony between faith and reason achieved by the scholasticism of the 13th century: after him, fideism and rationalism would appear more frequently. From him, moreover, the separation between philosophers and theologians begins (until now the characters of the history of philosophy coincide with those of the history of theology: not any more). Ockham's "razor": principle of economy (entia non sunt multiplicanda sine necessitate): eliminate scholastic distinctions such as: essence / existence, act / power, nature / substance, natural knowledge of God / revealed knowledge of God (reason reaches only the first principle, not God). [1:  Culled from Prof. Carlo Pioppi’s lecture note on History of Theological Thinking, 2022; Roma)] 

Nominalism: only what exists is real, and only what is individually distinct exists; only what is physically separable is individually distinct. It thus eliminates causality, (motion consists only in the fact that a body is successively in different places), space (which is only the surface of bodies).

