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			NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY
1) The New Testament Theology is the title of some academic syllabi (courses). Does it exist?
The New Testament on one hand is the second half of the Christian Bible, which includes the four Gospels, the Book of the Acts, the Epistles and the Book of Revelation. Moreover, the expression New Testament itself expresses the Christian conviction that the collection of twenty seven writings which Christians acknowledge as inspired writings is not the full Christian scripture.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Mary Collins, The Theology Of the New Testament, Theological publications, Bangalore. P. 203] 

On the other hand, Theology is the study of God and the truthfulness of religion in general. It is an organized method of interpreting spiritual works and beliefs into practical form. It is the study of biblical doctrines, following God’s revelation to men from the beginning of the world. The theology of the New Testament includes Christology, Ecclesiology and soteriology. It helps us to have a better understanding of Eschatology, Pneumatology and so on.  In one word, it can be defined as an ordered body of knowledge of God; hence Anselm will define it as the faith seeking understanding.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Mary Collins, The Theology Of the New Testament, P. 178] 

So to the question whether The Theology of the New Testament exists, we answer yes it does. It is actually the study of what God has revealed about himself in the New Testament. The theological system of the New Testament continues the truths concerning God, taught in each of the Books of the New Testament and present them in an organized and systematized way. It speaks about the coming of the Messiah announced by the Prophets of the Old Testament, his reject by the Jews, the accomplishment of the law, the birth of the Church Body of Christ and the accession of the Church. 
The main message and teaching of the Theology of the New Testament is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which contains some instructions for those believing in him. 

A) THE IMPORTANCE OF THE  OLD  TESTAMENT FOR THE THEOLOGICAL STUDY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
The Old Testament is the first major part of the Christian Bible, covering events before the coming of Christ, corresponding roughly to the Jewish Tanakh. It is usually divided in to the categories of law, history, poetry, and prophecy[footnoteRef:4].   [4:  Raymond E.  Brown,  The New Jerome Commentary, P. 1290] 

The Old Testament is important for the theological study of the New Testament because first of all it is inspired by God, therefore, it sanctifies us. That is why the second letter to Timothy, chapter 3 verse 16 to 17 tells us that all scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refuting error, for correcting and for training in righteousness. Through Scripture, anyone who is devoted to God is made competent and thoroughly equipped foe every good work. 
Secondly, the New Testament is written for our instruction, hence Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians ex plains us why the Books of the Old covenant are so important for us. He says: ‘let me remind you brothers about our ancestors. All of them were under the cloud and all crossed the sea’. 
Then, the Old Testament is important because it reveals Jesus Christ to us integrally through its Prophets. It also helps us to understand the New Testament. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus gave the following answer: ‘have you ever read what David did when he and his men were hungry? Another reason why the Old Testament is important for the theological study of the New Testament is that it teaches God’s creation and redemption. In Matthew 19, verse 4 to 6, Jesus answered: ‘have you not read that at the beginning the Creator made them male and female? 
In conclusion, it has been evident throughout the history of the Old Testament that the Old Testament texts were seen to convey mysteries of faith frequently beyond the obvious sense of their words, brought to light at times only through combination with New Testament passages.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Mary Collins,  The New Dictionary of Theology,  P. 180] 
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