INTRODUCTORY CLASS ON REFORMATION
The 14th/15th were the centuries in which the transition between the Middle Ages and the Modern Age begins it is characterised by the decadence of the ideas and institutions typical of the apogee of medieval civilisation (11th-13th centuries). It was a brilliant civilisation, but in the midst of a process of cultural and political change marked by the prodromes of the secularisation of society.
· The idea of the empire declined: the Pope was no longer the one to appoint emperors. He lost this power to the seven great electors: the Margrave of Brandenburg, the Count of the Rhine, the King of Bohemia, the Duke of Saxony and the archbishops of Trier, Cologne, and Mainz. The Holy Roman Empire (800-1806) became a de facto German state and lost its universalist aspirations, all thanks to Emperor Charles IV of the Luxembourg dynasty. Nationalism is born, especially in France, during the reign of Philip IV the Fair (1285-1314): states wrestle power and become free from the papacy. 
· The decadence of the papacy: The struggle between Pope Boniface VIII and Philip the Fair leads to the issues of the Avignon papacy (1305-1377). Avignon popes revelled in material activities and paid no attention to the signs of the time. The Papal schism which lasted for about 40years gave birth to conciliarism which ruptured the unity of the church. The popes lived in extravagance and had to tax the faithful too much even for military motives. The council of Constance succeeded in ending the schism and forcing the popes to abdicate and Martin V was elected (11 Nov. 1417). His failure to lead the church to complete reformation proved costly later. The Roman curia had become despicable in matters of corruption, issues of simony had returned, and the problem of ecclesiastical benefices (selling of church position) was never dealt with. The Popes of this time were more political than spiritual. All these had become issues that will later on bring about the need for an all-round reformation.
· The dominant philosophy of the 13th century was nominalism. Aristotelianism was gradually abandoned. Metaphysics was abandoned. Scholasticism is abandoned.
· The indulgence question became problematic and became an opening for which Luther began to work against the church. 
ECCLESIA SEMPER REFORMANDA:
The church has always needed reforming herself. This need for reform is expressed in the above Latin maxim. In the transition between the Middle Ages and the Modern Age (14th-15th centuries) many Catholic spirits saw the need for 'reform'. It is an operation of 'returning' to be faithful to the original charism, living charism, or to the now lost perfect order; reform can also be understood as 'improving' things, with fidelity to the essentials of the Church, but imposing new measures unprecedented, looking forward. It is not a question of changing the Tradition of the Church, the divine law. In truth, this movement belong to the entire history of the Church: Ecclesia semper reformanda. This movement is very present in the literature and preaching of the 14th and 15th centuries. No other epoch in European history is so deeply marked by the desire for reform and attempts to achieve it as the 14th and 15th centuries. Reformation and late Middle Ages are concepts so closely linked that they have become, in the communis opinio, a kind of synonym. Even contemporaries themselves offer abundant material for such an identification. From Petrarch to Erasmus, from the Second Council of Lyons to the Fifth of the Lateran, there is no end to the flood of public and private criticism, benevolent or malevolent, which describe abuses, hurl accusations of laziness, blame Satan, the emperor, and the pope, the rich and the poor, priests and laymen, monks and canons, men, and women of the degeneration of the customs and the ugliness of their times, all in a bid to have the church reform herself.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Classnote: Prof. Martinez, Storia moderna (2021).] 

The Popes could not achieve full reformation of the church mostly because after the resolution of the schism, conciliarism became a big problem for the Popes because it made it difficult for them to convoke councils and sustain them.

Further reading: Ecclesia semper reformanda, Reformatio in capite et in membris

