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SECOND SEMESTER EXAMINATION
Similarities:
1. Mary & Joseph, (Mary was betrothed to Joseph, Matthew 1 vs 18 and Luke 1 vs 27)
2. Conception by Spirit of God ( Matthew 1 vs 21 and Luke 1 vs 35)
3. Herod the Great is Mentioned (Matthew  vs  and Luke  vs )
4. Birth in Bethlehem (Matthew  vs  and Luke  vs )

Differences:
	MATTHEW
	LUKE

	Main Characters: Joseph, Angel, Magi, Herod the Great
	Main Characters: Zechariah, Gabriel, Elizabeth, Mary, Angels, Shepherds, Simeon, Anna

	Secondary Characters: Mary, Chief Priests & Scribes, Archelaus
	Secondary Characters: Herod the Great, Joseph,Caesar Augustus, Quirinius

	Location of Conception: Bethlehem (after a trip to Egypt, they plan to go back to Bethlehem (apparently have a house), but with Herod’s son not being a nice guy, either, they are warned in a dream to move to Galilee / Nazareth, 2:19-31)
	Location of Conception: Nazareth (they go to Bethlehem only for a census and return after the 8-days wait and rituals required by the Torah, see 2:21 and 2:39)

	Location of Birth: House (2:11)
	Location of Birth: Stable (2:7)

	Adoration: Magi (Gentile Philosophers)
– How many? The text does NOT say!
	Adoration: Shepherds (Lowly)
– How many? The text does NOT say!

	Star
	No Star

	No angels in night sky
	Angels in night sky

	Murder of the innocents & trip to Egypt
	No murder of the innocents & no trip to Egypt

	Move to Nazareth instead of back to Bethlehem for fear of Herod’s son, Archelaus (2:19-23)
	Return to Nazareth since they live there already
(2:39-40)

	Less detail
	More detail

	                                        Genealogies are different between the two!
Matthew followed Joseph's genealogy                     Luke gave Mary's genealogy

	Dating the Story:
Includes Herod the Great who died in 4BCE
	Dating the Story:
Mentions Herod the Great who died in 4BCE (vs. 1:5) BUT it also mentions a census under Quirinius who does not come to power until 6CE (vss. 2:1-2)

	John the Baptizer was never mentioned at all in Matthew’s infancy account. 
	The Evangelist Luke repeatedly compares Jesus with John the Baptizer

	Jesus’ birth is detected by foreign priests, the magi;
	It is lowly Jewish shepherds who first learn the news.

	Joseph and Mary are introduced as natives of Bethlehem, where they reside in a house.
	Mary and Joseph are Galileans who travel to Bethlehem of Judah because of a Roman census.


[bookmark: _GoBack]1b) Interpretation of the presence of only five women in the genealogy story of Jesus?
   Matthew interpolated those women’s names in order to convey to his community the image that Jesus has a genealogical relationship not only with Israel as the elected people of God but with all nations throughout the world. In other words, he endeavours to describe Jesus as the Saviour of all nations. The women Tamar (Mt 1:3), Rahab and Ruth (Mt 1:5), and the wife of Uriah, Bathsheba (Mt 1:6), bore their sons through unions that were in varying degrees strange and unexpected. These “irregularities” culminate in the supreme “irregularity” of the Messiah’s birth of a virgin mother, Mary; the age of fulfillment is inaugurated by a creative act of God.


 3. Expose and explain the Christology of Matthew.
The Gospel of Matthew is written to communicate that Jesus is certainly and unequivocally, the Son of God.   Some  scholars attest that ‘Son of God’ is the most significant title Matthew gives to Jesus in his Gospel[footnoteRef:1]  and David Bauer declares that Jesus as Son of God is the comprehensive theme of Matthew’s writing.[footnoteRef:2]  All of the references to ‘Son of God’ contained in the Gospel of Mark has been kept by Matthew and he added some of his own and some from the Q source.[footnoteRef:3]    Matthew uses this title (Son of God) to indicate several characteristics of the relationship Jesus has with God.[footnoteRef:4]   Jesus’ beginning and origin is in and through God as he has been conceived through the Holy Spirit (Mt 1:20-21).  There is an intense and intimate relationship Jesus has with his Father as Son of God; “All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone who the Son chooses to reveal him.” (Mt 11:27)   And Jesus is the obedient Son of God, even to death.   Jesus is described by God, Peter, centurions and demons as the Son of God and describes himself in this way also. [footnoteRef:5]  During Jesus’ Baptism of Jesus, the Spirit of God descends upon him and the voice of God is heard saying “this is my Son, the beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” (Mt 3:17)   According to Bauer, the title “Son of God” is often used by Matthew at particularly significant places within the text, at the summits of the main divisions of the Gospel.[footnoteRef:6]   An example of the use of this device is Peter’s confession of Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of the Living God” (Mt 16:16) which ends the second division of the Gospel concerned with the work and mission of Jesus and the people’s response to it. [1:  Donald Senior, The Gospel of Matthew  (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997), 54.]  [2:  D.R. Bauer, "The structure of Matthew's gospel: A study in literary design." (Wiltshire: Sheffield Academic Press, 1989), 143.]  [3:  D.A. Carson, "Christological Ambiguities in the Gospel of Matthew," in Christ the Lord. Studies in Christology Presented to Donald Guthrie, ed. Harold H. Rowdon (Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1982), 111.]  [4:  Bauer, "The structure of Matthew's gospel: A study in literary design," 145.]  [5:   Terence L. Donaldson, "The Vindicated Son: A Narrative Approach to Matthean Christology"
 in Contours of Christology in the New Testament, ed. Richard N. Longenecker (Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2005), 109.]  [6:  Bauer, "The structure of Matthew's gospel: A study in literary design," 144.   This notion is also supported by Benedict. T. O.P. Viviano, "The Gospel According to Matthew," in The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, ed. Raymond.E Brown, SS., Joseph. A Fitzmyer, SJ., and Roland. E Murphy, O.Carm. (New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc., 1990), 631.] 

Another of Matthew’s key Christological themes is of Jesus as both the fulfilment of the hopes and aspirations of the Israelites and the fulfilment of the law and the prophets.   Matthew’s Gospel opens with the genealogy of Jesus which firmly places him within the context of the history of Israel and cements his identity as Jewish.[footnoteRef:7]   In this opening, Matthew gives Jesus the titles of “Jesus the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” (Mt 1:1).    [7:  Ibid., 94.] 

Matthew uses the device of ‘formula citations’ throughout his Gospel to remind the reader of the role Jesus plays as the fulfilment of the law and the prophets.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  Bernard. P. Robinson, "Matthew's Nativity Stories: Historical and Theological Quesions for Today's Readers " in New Perspectives on the Nativity, ed. Jeremy Corley (London, GBR: Continuum International Publishing, 2009), 118.   See Mt 1:22-23 for an example.   Nolland (cited in Robinson) notes that Matthew’s Gospel is “saturated by the Old Testament”, 130.] 


