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[bookmark: _GoBack]Gregory S. Brad was born in Woodstock, Illinois, on May 28, 1963.[footnoteRef:1] Brad S. Gregory is a Professor of history and Dorothy G. Griffin collegiate Chair at the university of Notre Dame. He has taught at Notre Dame since 2003. So, from 1996-2003, Brad taught at Stanford University, where it is said that he received early tenure in 2001. Brad specialized in history of Christianity in Europe during the Reformation era and on the long-term influence of the Reformation on the modern world. Brad has a Ph.D. in history at Pontifical University in 1996. Brad was also a Junior Fellow in the Harvard Society of Fellows (1994-1996). It is to be noted also that Brad has two degrees in philosophy from the Catholic University of Louvain in Belgium as well as in history from the University of Arizona in 1989. His first book is entitled “Salvation at Stake: Christian Martyrdom in Early Modern Europe (Harvard, 1999). His most recent book is entitled “The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Revolution Secularized Society, which was published in 2012. [1:  https://ndias.nd.edu/fellows/gregory-brad-s/, 30th November, 2022, 11:30.] 

In addition, the book on which we will make a review is entitled: “The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Revolution Secularized Society.” In this Book Gregory Brad present out how the modern world began in the Reformation. Brad criticizes openly the current overspecialization of the discipline of history. He considers that the overspecialization prevents historians of the Reformation from attending to the ramifications of sixteenth-century event and decisions in the present day. Also, it prevents modern historians from taking the distant past seriously. So, in this book, Brad considers that what happened five centuries ago continues today profoundly to influence the lives of everyone, and this is not only in Europe and North America but all over the World, whether or not they are Christians or indeed religious believers of any kind (Cf. p.2). More so, the principal argument presented by Brad in the Unintended Reformation is that the Western world in our days is an extraordinarily complex, tangled product of rejections, retentions, and transformations of medieval Western Christianity, in which the Reformation era constitutes the critical watershed. Brad realized that the Reformation’s influence on the eventual secularization of the society was complex; largely indirect, far from immediate, and profoundly unintended (Cf. p. 2). Brad says that because of late medieval Christianity was an institutionalized worldview, the Reformation affected all domains of human life in ways that have led over the long term and unintentionally to the situation in which Europeans and North Americans find themselves today. 
Furthermore, Brad says that the natural sciences have transformed the Western world and continue to exercise an enormous global influence. Brad is on the view that Reformation did more harm than good. According to him, Reformation gave birth to postmodern relativism. According to him, the idea has become common that the findings of science either prescribe atheism as a matter of intellectual integrity or require a schizophrenic separation of scientific findings from religious faith. Brad realized that the greater the scientific understanding of nature, the greater is science’s power, and the greater are the ambitions to which human beings can aspire and the fewer the limits, provided God is not in the picture. For Brad, the central paradox of science in the past century is that the more the scientists discover, the less do they comprehend in any integrated way how the natural world works (Cf. p. 68). 
More so, Brad is astonished to realize that despite the pervasive influence of science in our world; very few people look to it for answers to questions about the most important concerns of human life, and for good reason. According to him, Life Questions in one way or another involve doctrinal claims (Cf. p. 75). Brad considers that what happened in the Reformation was the rejection of the Church’s authority and many of its teaching were rejected. All the Protestants Reformers came to believe that the established church was no longer the church established by Jesus (Cf. p. 86). For Brad, freedom of religion is regarded as fundamental civil right in contemporary liberal democracies and is legally protected as such. According to Brad, the problems that derived from the hostilities among Christians in the Reformation era, including the persecution of religious dissenters and destructive wars of religion, were eventually solved by separating religion from politics privatizing religion, and permitting individuals to believe and worship as they wished (Cf. p. 129). For him, Politics would have been superfluous in medieval Christendom only if the kingdom of God, the central referent in the preaching and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth, had been not only in some embryonic way present in and through him, but fully realized already (Cf. 133). According to Brad, Luther did not intend to establish a different Church. Brad affirms that Luther new what the letter to the Ephesians says: “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all” (Eph 4:5– 6). The wrong he did was his challenge to the papal authority via his objection to the indulgences was rebuked and he was threatened, he came to draw the same shocking conclusion as had some medieval heretics: that the Roman church was now ruled by the Antichrist. According to Brad, the doctrinal disagreements of the Reformation era both strengthened and changed the character of secular authorities’ control over churches and thus importantly affected the churches and the experience of their respective members. Brad says that whether Catholics, Lutheran or Reformed Protestant, all of them were controlled by the secular authorities. 
Then Brad shows that in the contemporary Western societies, religious beliefs and practices are optional; moral beliefs and practices are not. He realizes that distinctions between right and wrong, between acceptable and unacceptable behavior, are indispensable for wrong living a meaningful individual life as well as for societal stability (Cf. p. 180). Brad realizes that Capitalism and consumerism have deeply shaped and continue to transform the Western world. Markets make them symbiotic and mutually reinforcing technologies by corporations continue to yield an ongoing stream of salable commodities with no end in sight (Cf. p. 235). By privatizing religion and separating it from society, individual religious freedom unintentionally precipitated the secularization of religion and society. What human beings make is necessarily derived from the material resources of the natural world, which in medieval Christianity was understood as God’s creation. Brad says that in the Western World today, research universities are the only institutions dedicated to making and transmitting knowledge across the full range of human inquiry. According to him, this has made them profoundly influential institutions for more than a century. 
Finally as critique to this Unintended Reformation is that Brad does not see anything good from the Reformation. Another problem is that he defends the Catholic Church a lot. From my personal analysis, the Book is one sided. He also wrote many things, and there is even repetition. The Book is difficult to understand. I was obliged to read some paragraphs three times before I get what he wants to say. Book is a good Book which one to understand very well the Church and the difficulties she faced in the past. It also helps to understand why certain things we are facing in the Church today, and way they came from. 
