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Course Description

This course is a biblical, historical and systematic study of the doctrine of the triune God.  Beginning with a study of the first attempts to interpret biblical data related to the mystery during the Trinitarian controversy in the early Church, it studies the contributions of Augustine of Hippo, Thomas Aquinas and Karl Rahner towards its systematic understanding. Attention will be given to the critique feminist theology makes of classical Trinitarian language. 

Requirements

1. Readings and class participation

Each student will be required to read the text(s) assigned for each meeting day of the class. In addition, each student is expected to be acquainted with books and articles related to the theme of the Trinity in recently published academic journals.  At the beginning of each class, there will be a quiz on the text(s) assigned for the lecture. The quizzes would account for 10% of the final grade.

2. Two short essays

Each student will be required to write two short essays of 8-10 pages double lines spacing, each of which will account for 10% of the final grade. The first essay will be an exposition of any aspect of the Trinitarian theology of either Augustine or Aquinas; and the second, an exposition of any aspect of Rahner’s or Johnson’s. Subject to the approval of the lecturer, any other author could be chosen by the student.  Each essay is to be submitted not later than 8h15 on the day it is due.

3. A final exam

There will be a final exam which will account for 70% of the final grade.
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IV Schedule of Readings

October 5
Introduction


Biblical Foundations of the Doctrine of the Trinity
October 12
Millard J. Erickson, Making Sense of the Trinity, 13-42; 

Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity, Introduction and Part One


The Development of Pre-Nicene Trinitarianism
October 19
William Rusch, The Trinitarian Controversy, 1-60

October 26
William Rusch, The Trinitarian Controversy, 61-161



Augustine on the Trinity
November 2
Augustine, The Trinity Trans. Edmund Hill, 18-60

November 9 
Augustine, The Trinity Bks VIII-IX

November 16 
St Augustine, The Trinity Bks X-XII

November 23 
St Augustine, The Trinity Bks XIII-XV. 





Thomas on the Trinity

November 30
Thomas Aquinas, Summa theol., 1, qq. 27-30.

December 7
St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theol., 1, qq. 34-39
December 14
Thomas Aquinas, Summa theol., 1, qq. 40-43;



Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity, Part Two (Particularly pp. 201-268)


1st essay is due.
CHRISTMAS BREAK
January 11 
Karl Rahner, The Trinity
January 18
Elizabeth Johnson, She Who Is, chs. 10 and 11; 

Kathryn Greene-McCreight, Feminist Reconstructions of Christian Doctrine, ch. 6

January 25
Millard J. Erickson, Making Sense of the Trinity, 43-96;


Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity, Parts Three and Four;


Anne Hunt, The Trinity, ch. 7: “John of the Cross”



2nd essay is due.
