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Exercise 1.

CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Country: SÃO TOME AND PRINCIPE
	Region / Subculture: 
	ANGUÉNÉ

	Filled in by: AFONSO COSME LUIS RUI AGUAS
	Rural area or City:
	RURAL AREA

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	Parents (Husband, Wife) and Children

	Who cares for the child?
	Parents (Husband and Wife)

	Who provides for the child?
	Parents, however, Husband in most of the cases

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	Parents, but mostly Husband

	Status of child within a family?
	Part of a family member, assisting according to the child’s level

	Status of child within society?
	Member of the Society, participate under the Parents’ voice

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	18 years
	

	How does it typically end?
	It ends with a certain level of maturity that the person shows in day-to-day life.
	

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	She is encouraged to give her best in school, to be an intelligent person for her future life.
	He is also encouraged to do his best because in most cases his future depends on it.

	Assistance in the household
	Puts in more effort and she is always looked like the one who does the most assistance in the house with the future aim of preparing her for marital life.
	He helps in the house, but not as is expected of Girl, this is because when he marries his wife would be doing most of the assistance in the house.

	Amount of free time + free

 time activities
	Girls are meant to be reserved about free time, they spend their time learning from the Mother, especially on how to cook, take care of the house, and so their activities are more inside the house, within the context of a future goal.
	Boys have more free time outside the house with friends, and boys' activities are mostly outside the house.


	Behavior towards younger
	Respect for one another is one of the most underlined values of my culture, everyone is to be respected and looked at like part of society. 
	The building of mutual respect is a gateway to a harmonious society, every Boy knows this value, and all are called to carry out the fraternal relationship among everyone.

	Family members
	Girls are to be that sweet link in the family, following the steps of the Mother, as well to help as she can to assist in the house.
	The Boys are meant to bring happiness in the house, by their playing character, spreading joyful spirit around the family.

	Behavior in public
	Girls are encouraged to conduct themselves in the proper manner, such as not drinking in public, not shouting, or dancing in a way that could cause embarrassment to the family. 
	Boys also are expected to have proper behavior in public, because anything he does may fall on family; at a certain level wherever he is, or whatsoever he does, his family name will be exposed to the society.

	Behavior towards the other sex
	Respect for life is the first of the values in my culture, and it is observed by all. Girls are to be respectful and show it in their daily life
	No one looks at another as an opponent, but as someone present to complement. Boys expect to see other sex as members of the same community, together with having the one common goal of developing the community 

	Religious expectations
	All should show some sense of religiosity in their dealing with one another. Girls are to be molded by religious teaching and principle.
	Everyone has freedom of religion, and society demands that each one’s choices should be expressed in words and deeds

	Dress code
	Girls are to dress with dignity, so that they may be rightly respected.
	Boys are to have a good appearance when it comes to dressing. Also to dignify they family (Parents) 

	Prospects for their future
	It is believed that whoever leads a life with dignity, has a bigger chance to prosper in the future, in this line, Girls should follow those that are models of a good life.
	Boys are to plan what they wish to be in future from the childhood so that they pursue it as they are growing.

	Discipline
	Discipline is a basis of a good living, Girls train themselves in such a way that all go well.
	Everyone is trained to be disciplined in one way or the other, to be focused on the brilliant future.

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	Melting of Western Culture with Local one, leading to some Local values be left behind, forgotten or lose meaning. Meanwhile, this becomes harmful for the new and future generation

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	Internet introduces/brings some harmful cultures that are not compatible with my local culture, and childhood lost its meaning as it was before. For instance, children used to play outside the house together for some hours in the evening during holidays, but with social media, it is difficult to see children outside, the reason is that some are watching TV and others playing games on phone.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	This brings deformation and depression to the child and mostly some children cannot express themselves as they ought. This also affects child development.


Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion, or social origin.
 
	S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	A Child is any person under the age of 18.
	Everyone under 18 is minor, then needs to be under the watch of the parents or next of skin 
	Sometimes a child is considered an adult for some levels of maturity he/she presents in the society or in handling some tasks performed

	2. 
	Governments should make sure children are protected and looked after by their parents.
	Protection of life and human dignity is always emphasized in my culture, and child protection is highly regarded and recommended.
	It is becoming “normal” the issue of single parenthood, especially Mother taking care of the child alone, Father’s absence, and offering no help for the child’s care.

	3. 
	The more children grow, the less guidance they will need.
	Trusting a child, as he/she grows, to be suitable or capable of making the right decision
	Parents always regard their children as a child, no matter the age; in this line, their guidance toward the child remains the same from childhood even as an adult.

	4. 
	Every child has the right to be alive.
	Promotion of human life. Abortion is condemned, this is because life is our precious gift from God
	Child working before the age is becoming common and thus contributes to the child’s life shortage. 

	5. 
	Children have the right to get help if they have been hurt, neglected, treated badly, or affected by war, so they can get back their health.
	Care for the vulnerable, beginning from the child, because the child is easily manipulated.
	In the mane of training the child for the future goal, their health conditions are neglected.

	6. 
	Children accused of breaking the law have the right to legal help and fair treatment.
	People are always ready to help anyone who is in need, especially a child.
	Right and just Judgment on matters of Law. This sometimes leads to neglect help to children.


  EXERCISE 3:
The Lord’s character and affection towards children are displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 

· His willingness to devote time for them 

· His recognition of their societal status 

· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regard for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth, and faith were prioritized and protected.
“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
	S / N
	GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	PURE
(Mt 18:4)
	Children always have pure intentions, having no damage as the goal.
	Today this is no longer, they are seen as troublemakers.

	2
	INNOCENT
(Mk 9:36)
	Children always act innocently;

	Modern culture sees children as the cause of many problems between families.

	3
	BLESSED
(Mk 10:16)
	They are seen as gifts/blessings from God.
	Today some children are seen as curses for the family, the child that is “Albino”.

	4
	LOVED
(Mt 19:14)
	They are a sign of unity; love among the couple and of the family.
	Children no longer bring the couple together as before. 

	5
	OBEDIENT
(Lk 18:16)
	Respect for the elders;

Any elder is regarded as a second Parent.
	For the well-being of the child, most of the time child is not corrected as it should be, avoiding any Psychological or Physical effect it may cause.


�Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection"��https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection�


�	 Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf"��https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf�
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