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PLEASE, ATTEMPT THESE EXERCISES:
Exercise 1.

CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE
	Country:  Nigeria
	Region / Subculture: 
	South East

	Filled in by: Ogbulikpe Gerald Uzochukwu
	Rural area or City:
	Imo State

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	The Father, Mother, Children and adopted children if any

	Who cares for the child?
	The Parents 

	Who provides for the child?
	The Parents

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	The Parents as well as the elderly ones in the family

	Status of child within family?
	A cherished and loved treasure

	Status of child within society?
	A recognized person

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	Age of 18
	

	How does it typically end?
	A partial dependence on the parents
	

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	They have a good chance of education though not equal to boys
	They have a higher chance of education than girls

	Assistance in the household
	They get assitance
	They get assistance

	Amount of free time + free

 time activities
	No much free time as they have to help in the house chores
	They have more free time than girls

	Behaviour towards younger

 family members
	Cordial
	Cordial

	Behaviour in public
	Courteous
	Mannered

	Behaviour towards the other sex
	Reserved 
	More open

	Religious expectations
	Dedicated 
	Dedicated 

	Dress code
	Well dressed
	Well dressed

	Prospects for their future
	Bright 
	Bright 

	Discipline
	Disciplined 
	Disciplined 

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	The preferential treatment given to boys over girls is fast reducing

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	It has made them more enlightened

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	Children are becoming more open to their parents

	
	

	

	
	


Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion or social origin.
 
	S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	Article 9

(You have the right to live with your parent(s), unless it is bad for you. You have the right to live with a family who cares for you.
	In my culture, it is the exclusive right of the child to live with his or her parents. A child can also live with a family that cares for him or her.
	In my culture, when parents become hostile, a child can live with another family, even without the consent of the parents

	2. 
	Article 11 

You have the right to be protected from kidnapping.

	Every child in my culture has the right to be protected from all kinds of violence and harm including kidnapping
	However, during war, one forcefully carry a child from the village engaged in war.

	3. 
	Article 16 

You have the right to privacy.

	A child can enjoy some privacy in my culture especially when it has to do with non-immediate members of his or her family
	In my culture, the child has no absolute right to any privacy, especially in relation to the parents and immediate siblings

	4. 
	Article 14 

You have the right to choose your own religion and beliefs. Your parents should help you decide what is right and wrong, and what is best for

	In instances where the parents are not strong adherents of any religion, or are no longer alive, a child can choose a religion of his or her choice
	As far as the parents are alive and are strong adherents of a particular religion, the child has no right to choose his or her own religion in my culture without the consent of the parents

	5. 
	Article 38 

You have the right to protection and freedom from war. Children under 15 cannot be forced to go into the army or take part in war.
	In moments of war, children are not allowed to partake in war, in fact they are sent to neighboring villages where there is peace.
	However, unfortunate children can be adopted by opponents during war

	6. 
	Article 28 

You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level you can.

	No child is denied education no matter the gender
	However, boys are given preference when it comes to education 


  EXERCISE 3:
The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 

· His willingness to devote time for them 

· His recognition of their societal status 

· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritised and protected.
“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
	S / N
	GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	Tenderness
	My culture has a tender care for children
	But if the child misbehaves, he or she receives a beating commensurate to the offence commited

	2
	Recognition of their social status
	Children are sometimes given that little recognition as the future of the society, e.g. some events are organized in which only them participate
	The social status of children in my culture is minimal

	3
	Protection of their plight and growth
	My culture prioritizes the protection and the wellbeing of children
	The wellbeing of the child is always a priority. No difference with the gospel value

	4
	Protection of their innocence
	Protecting the innocence of children ranks among the most important priority in my culture
	The innocence of a child is a priority, no difference with the gospel value

	5
	Devotion of time
	Some time are devoted to children, especially in the night after supper, when folktales and other stories are used to entertain and educate them
	Nowadays, much time is no longer devoted to children by their parents especially during the day, due to economic activities. Children now spend more time in school and care-takers’ home than with their parents.

	


�	 Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection"��https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection�


�	 Cf. � HYPERLINK "https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf"��https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf�
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