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Introduction
The Gospel of Matthew stands first among the gospels not only by reason of its length, the prominence of its use in the liturgy and preaching of the church, but also the early attribution of its authorship to an apostle.[footnoteRef:2] Scholars proposed a number of outlines of the Gospel of Matthew in recent years. But we wish to adopt the more detailed outline provided by C.H. Lohr, which is based on the symmetry of ancient compositions and employs the concepts of inclusio or bracketing, chiasmus of literary elements, and ring composition technique. The structure of Matthew’s Gospel according to Lohr runs thus: [2:  Cf. “Background of Matthew” in The New African Bible, 2011. Kenya: Pauline Publications Africa. 1688.] 

Narrative : Birth and Beginnings (1:1-4:22). 
Sermon: the sermon on the Mount (4:23-7:29) 
Narrative: Authority and Invitation (8:1-9:38) 
Sermon: Mission discourse (10:1-42) 
Narrative: Rejection by this generation (11:1-12:50) 
Sermon: PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM (13:1-52)
Narrative: Acknowledgement by Disciples (13:53-17:27)
Sermon: Community Discourse (18:1-35)
Narrative: Authority and invitation (19:1-22:46)
Sermon: Woes and Eschatological discourse (23:1-25:46)
Narrative: Death and Rebirth (26:1-28:20).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Cf. Benedict T. Viviano, O.P. “The Gospel According to Matthew” in“Deutero-Isaiah and Trito-Isaiah” in The New Jerome Biblical Commentary. 2007. Raymond E. Brown S.S. et al, eds.  London: Burns and Oates. 632–634.] 


Conclusion: The Gospel of Matthew could be unified around the theme of King and Kingdom in every chapter. This is because Matthew addressed his work to the Jewish community whom he wants to convince that Christ is their true King and Messiah (Matt. 2:2).[footnoteRef:4] Meanwhile, observing this structure, one could notice that Matthew chapter 13 is the “high point of the Gospel,” and that other sayings and deeds of Jesus revolve around it.  [4:  Cf. Raymond Brown. 1990. Bible Book by Book. Great Britain: Marshall Pickering. 172.] 

