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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION
With historical, biblical and theological perspectives, this course will present the meaning and importance of the theological virtues in the teachings of the Church and as principles of Christian life. The course will be based on a profound study of biblical tests, patristic contributions with a particular focus on the teachings of Thomas Aquinas, and an analysis of the teachings of the Magisterium and of contemporary commentors and critics. The course will study the nature and necessity of the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity in man’s relationship with God and his fellow man and the effects of their contrary vices. 
At the end of the course, the students will be required to:
•	Understand the place and importance of the theological virtues in moral theology.
•	Understand and define the theological virtues and their contrary vices.
•	Understand the importance of the theological virtues for moral growth and salvation.
•	Understand the practical applications of the theological virtues as principles of Christian life, and moral and spiritual development.


	1. LECTURE PROCEDURES
· All students are expected to gain mastery of the Institute’s E-class platform before classes. 
· All necessary technical issues should be resolved before the commencement of classes.
· All distractions should be avoided during the classes.
· Lectures should not be recorded without the express permission of the lecturer. 
· Students are required to prepare for the classes by reading assigned and relevant texts.

	1. ACADEMIC HONESTY 	
· Honesty, assiduous work and integrity are required of all students.
· Assignments should be the result of the academic efforts of individual students and they should be submitted as at when due. 
· The Institute’s code of academic conducts especially as regards plagiarism and all forms of academic misconducts and dishonesty will be strictly observed in this course. 

	1. COURSE REQUIREMENT
· Class attendance and active participation is highly encouraged and will be rewarded. Absence from class should be communicated prior to the day and time of the class. 
· Students are required to write an essay on the following topic: 
Based on a good understanding of the virtue of charity/love, explain the relationships between man’s practice of love of God, love of self and love of neighbour.
· The essay should be 5-10pages, 1.5 line spacing with Times New Roman. The essay should be submitted on or before 18:00hrs on the 31st of May 2021.
· The essay should reflect adequate research, a proper use of the English language, a sound understanding of the rules and methodology of essay writing and citations, and a good understanding of the virtue of charity and its practical applications.
· Students will be expected to take an examination at the end of the course in a format that will be communicated later.

	1. EVALUATION PROCEDURES
· Grades are a measure of demonstrated competence as well as the students’ effort.  
· A summary of evaluation methods and their weights are as follows:
· 10%           Class Participation 
· 30%	Class Essay
· 60%	Exams
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CALENDAR 
	Dates
	Topic
	Readings

	Lecture 1
25 February
	- General Introduction

	Syllabus
DQV 1-95; TV LXII, 1-4; Ench II, 7-8; LTL 3-40.

	Lecture 2
04 March
	- Introduction to faith
- What is faith?
- Cause, object and acts of faith
	ST I-II qq. 1-6; Ench XXX, 114-116; IMT 213-230; CFTL 1-12; FR.

	Lecture 3
11 March
	- Effects and necessity of faith
- Faith, works and justification 
- Faith, knowledge and understanding
	ST I-II qq. 7-9; Ench XVIII, 67-69; VEL 3-32; LTL 41-88; CFTL 49-124. 

	
	
	

	Lecture 4
18 March
	- Vices against faith

	ST I-II qq. 10-15; MT 117-128; MTCC 310-359.

	
	
	

	Lecture 5
25 March
	- Introduction to hope
- What is hope?
- Nature, object and subject of hope
	ST II-II qq. 17-18; DQV 203-223; Ench XXX, 114-116; IMT 251-271; SS.

	
	
	

	26 March – 11 April
	No classes

	Easter break


	
	
	

	Lecture 6
15 April
	- Hope in relation to faith and charity
- Characteristic of hope in human experience
	ST II-II qq. 17; VEL 33-60; LTL 151-176.

	Lecture 7
22 April
	- Precept and gift of hope and fear
- Vices against hope
	ST II-II qq. 19-22; MT 129-132; MTCC 413-453.

	
	
	

	Lecture 8
29 April
	- Introduction to charity
- What is charity?
	ST II-II qq. 23; DQV 96-181; Ench XXXI, 117.120; IMT 290-310; DCE; AL.

	
	
	

	Lecture 9
06 May
	- Cause, object, subject and order of charity
	ST II-II qq. 24-26; VEL 61-98; LTL 271-340.

	Lecture 10
13 May
	- Acts of charity: interior and exterior
	ST II-II qq. 27-33; Ench XIX-XX, 70-77; MT 133-144; MTCC 485-523; ETA 297-306.

	
	
	

	Lecture 11
20 May
	- Vice against charity 

	ST II-II qq. 34-43; MT 144-154; 

	
	
	

	Lecture 12
      27 May
	- Vices against charity
- Precept and gift of charity
	ST II-II qq. 45-46; MTCC 524-546;  

	Lecture 13
      04 June
	- General summary and revisions for exams
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