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NewTestamentTheology

SummaryofWendelSun'sarticle

Unityandordiversity?AsurveyofRecentNewTestamentTheology,isanarticlewrittenbyWendelSun

whoisanacademicDeanandassociatesprofessorofBiblicaltheologyetareprisseminaryinChina.

Beforewritingthisparticulararticle,theauthorcametorealisethatunlikebefore,theNew.Testament

Theologyhasbecomeanopeneddiscipline,adisciplinewhichanystudentsjeofNewTestament

Theologycaneasilyjehaveaccessto.Andthisaccessibilityofcourseisduetotheimprovementof

mentalités,technologies,idéesandsomeotherfeatures.Hencehestatesthatrecentyearshave

witnessedanunprecedentedexplosioninthepublicationofNewTestamentTheologies.Thisislikelydue

toanumberoffactorsincludingthegrowthofinterestinBiblicaltheologythatmovesbeyondthemere

historicalgrammaticalinvestigationofthetextandespeciallythesurgeofconcernforthetheological

interpretationofscripture.Forustounderstandclearlywhathemeans,theauthoradoptsananalytical

methodandthatanalyticalmethodgoeswiththestudyofsomeauthorswhoareexpertsonthatfield.

Thefirstauthor,whoisHowardMarshalltalksaboutManuwitnessesbutoneGospel.He

arguesthatthoughtheNewtestamenthastwentysevenbooks,eachoneofthemofcourse

hasitspeculiarityandthemessageoftheGospelremainsthesame.ItstillturnsaroundJesus

Christ,whoisproclaimedasLordandsaviour.WhileMarshall'schaptersonindividualNew

Testamentbooksemphasizetheirtheologicaldiversity,thosearegatheredtogetherinto

extendedsections,eachofwhichconcludeswithachapteraimingtodemonstratethe

theologicalunityoftheentireNewTestament.Thesecondauthor,FranckThielemantalksofa

canonicalandsyntheticapproachofNewTestament.Hisargumentisbasedonthefactthat

eachbookoftheNewTestamentisspecial.Inotherwordsitisnottobeassimilatedtoany

otherbookjustbecauseitsharesthesameauthorwithit.Therefore,Thieleman'sprimary

concernistoalloweachbookoftheNewTestamenttospeakforitself,therebyhighlightingits

uniquetheologicalcontributions.ThethirdonewhoisFranckJ.MateraexplorestheNew

Testamenttheologyinitsdiversityandunity.HisopinionisdifferentfromMarshall'sopinion

sincehehimselfseekstodojusticetothediversecontributionsofthevariousNewTestament

textswhileshowingthatwithinthisdiversity,thereisacoreoftheologicalunity.Sothis

opiniononcemorecomestoshowtheunityanddiversityintheNewTestamenttheology.Itis

thatunityanddiversitythatgivesbirthtothewholebodywehave.

ThefourthauthorwhosenameisThomasR.Schreiner,writtingonmangnifyingGodinChrist



comesherewithadifferentapproachHepotsforathematicapproachandfromtheterm

thematic,weunderstandclearlythathisaimistostudyeachbookonebyone,withitsrealities,

itstheologyandrealities.Inhispreface,hebrieflydefendsthisstrategypointingoutthatthe

thematicpresentationofNewtestamenttheologycanbemorestrictlycalledNewTestament

theologybecause,unlikeabookbybookapproachwhichbeginswiththetheologyofeach

individualtext,fromtheoutsetitaimstoexplainthetheologyoftheentireNewTestament.

Thefifthauthor,UdoSchnelle,writtingonthetheologyoftheNewTestament,givesa

generalviewofthediscipline.Hisapproachisconsidereddifférentanduniquefromthesimple

factthathewantstopresenttothereadersboththeliteraryandhistoricallydimensionofthe

NewTestament.Inotherwords,theNewTestamentdocumentsrecordtheeffortsofearly

believersseekingtomakesenseofthelife,deathandresurrectionofJesusChristandtheir

ownexperienceofsalvationinhim.ThefifthandlastauthorisG.K.Beale,talkingaboutthe

unfoldingoftheoldTestamentintheNew.Forhim,thereisnoseparationbetweenthetwo

convenantssinceoneisyourthefulfilmentoftheother.HeseekstooffernotmerelyaNew

TestamentdocumentstheologybutaNewTestamentbiblicaltheology.Buildingonthework

ofscholarssuchasHansHubnerandPeterStuhlmacher,hepresentsthetheologyoftheNew

TestamentinrelationtotheOTsoastoproduceaworkthat,whileprimarilyfocusingonthe

NewTestamentisessentiallyawholeBiblebiblicaltheology.


