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Summary of Wendel Sun's article

Unity and or diversity? A survey of Recent New Testament Theology, is an article written by Wendel Sun
who is an academic Dean and associates professor of Biblical theology et a repris seminary in China.
Before writing this particular article, the author came to realise that unlike before, the New. Testament
Theology has become an opened discipline, a discipline which any students je of New Testament
Theology can easily je have access to. And this accessibility of course is due to the improvement of
mentalités, technologies, idées and some other features. Hence he states that recent years have
witnessed an unprecedented explosion in the publication of New Testament Theologies. This is likely due
to a number of factors including the growth of interest in Biblical theology that moves beyond the mere
historical grammatical investigation of the text and especially the surge of concern for the theological
interpretation of scripture. For us to understand clearly what he means, the author adopts an analytical
method and that analytical method goes with the study of some authors who are experts on that field.

THE ARST AUTHORWHO IS H OWARD M ARSHALL TAIKS ABOUT M ANU WITNESSES BUT ONE GOSPEL HE
ARGUES THAT THOUGH THE N EW TESTAM ENT HAS TWENTY SEVEN BOOKS, EACH ONE OF THEM OF COURSE
HAS ITS PECULARTY AND THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPELREMAINS THE SAME. IT STILLTURNS AROUND JESUS
CHRIST, WHO IS PROCIAIMED AS LORD AND SAVIOUR W HILE M ARSHALL'S CHAPTERS ON INDIVIDUALN EW

T ESTAM ENT BOOKS EM PHASIZE THEIR THEOLOGICALDIVERSITY, THOSE ARE GATHERED TOGETHER INTO
EXTENDED SECTIONS, EACH OF WHICH CONCLUDES WITH A CHAPTER AIM ING TO DEM ONSTRATE THE
THEOLOGICALUNITY OF THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT. T HE SECOND AUTHOR FRANCK T HIELEMAN TALKS OF A
CANONICALAND SYNTHETIC APPROACH OF N EW T ESTAMENT. HIS ARGUMENT IS BASED ON THE FACT THAT
EACH BOOK OF THE N EW T ESTAMENT IS SPECIAL IN OTHER WORDS IT IS NOT TO BE ASSIMILATED TO ANY
OTHER BOOK JUST BECAUSE IT SHARES THE SAME AUTHORWITH IT. THEREFORE, THIELEMAN'S PRIMARY
CONCERN IS TO ALLOW EACH BOOK OF THE N EW T ESTAMENT TO SPEAK FORITSELF, THEREBY HIGHLGHTING ITS
UNIQUE THEOLOGICAL CONTRBUTIONS. T HE THIRD ONE WHO IS FRANCK J. M ATERA EXPLORES THE N EW

T ESTAMENT THEOLOGY IN ITS DIVERSITY AND UNITY. HIS OPINION IS DIFFERENT FROM M ARSHALL'S OPINION
SINCE HE HIM SELF SEEKS TO DO JUSTICE TO THE DIVERSE CONTRBUTIONS OF THE VARIOUS N EW T ESTAMENT
TEXTS WHILE SHOWING THAT WITHIN THIS DIVERSITY, THERE IS A CORE OF THEOLOGICALUNITY. SO THIS
OPINION ONCE M ORE COMES TO SHOW THE UNITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE N EW T ESTAMENT THEOLOGY. IT IS
THAT UNITY AND DIVERSITY THAT GIVES BIRTH TO THE WHOLE BODY WE HAVE.

T HE FOURTH AUTHOR WHOSE NAME IS THOMAS R. SCHREINER, WRTTING ON MANGNIFYING GOD IN CHRST



COMES HERE WITH A DIFFERENT APPROACH H E POTS FORA THEMATIC APPROACH AND FROM THE TERM
THEMATIC, WE UNDERSTAND CLEARY THAT HIS AIM IS TO STUDY EACH BOOK ONE BY ONE, WITH ITS REALTIES,
ITS THEOLOGY AND REAUTIES. IN HIS PREFACE, HE BREFLY DEFENDS THIS STRATEGY POINTING OUT THAT THE
THEMATIC PRESENTATION OF N EW TESTAM ENT THEOLOGY CAN BE M ORE STRCTLY CALED N EW TESTAMENT
THEOLOGY BECAUSE, UNLKE A BOOK BY BOOK APPROACH WHICH BEGINS WITH THE THEOLOGY OF EACH
INDIVIDUALTEXT, FROM THE OUTSET IT AIMS TO EXPLAIN THE THEOLOGY OF THE ENTIRE N EW T ESTAMENT.
THE AFTH AUTHOR, UDO SCHNELLE, WRTTING ON THE THEOLOGY OF THE N EW T ESTAMENT, GIVES A
GENERALVIEW OF THE DISCIPLNE. H1S APPROACH IS CONSIDERED DIFFERENT AND UNIQUE FROM THE SIMPILE
FACT THAT HE WANTS TO PRESENT TO THE READERS BOTH THE LTERARY AND HISTORCALLY DIMENSION OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT. IN OTHERWORDS, THE N EW T ESTAMENT DOCUM ENTS RECORD THE EFFORTS OF EARY
BELEVERS SEEKING TO MAKE SENSE OF THE LIFE, DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST AND THEIR
OWN EXPERENCE OF SALVATION IN HIM. THE RAFTH AND LAST AUTHORIS G. K. BEAILE, TAIKING ABOUT THE
UNFOLDING OF THE OID TESTAMENT IN THE NEW. FORHIM, THERE IS NO SEPARATION BETWEEN THE TWO
CONVENANTS SINCE ONE IS YOURTHE FULFLM ENT OF THE OTHER H E SEEKS TO OFFERNOT MERELY A NEW

T ESTAMENT DOCUM ENTS THEOLOGY BUT A N EW T ESTAMENT BIBLCALTHEOLOGY. BUILDING ON THE WORK
OF SCHOLARS SUCH AS HANS H UBNER AND PETER STUHIMACHER, HE PRESENTS THE THEOLOGY OF THE N EW
TESTAMENT IN REIATION TOTHE OT SO AS TO PRODUCE A WORK THAT, WHILE PRMARLY FOCUSING ON THE
NEW TESTAMENT IS ESSENTIALLY A WHOLE BIBLE BIBUCALTHEOLOGY.



