


DOMINICAN INSTITUTE, SAMONDA, IBADAN, OYO STATE, NIGERIA.
Class – Year Four Theology                                                       Instructor- Rev.  Fr. Dr. Anthony Okwum, SSJ                             Year - 2020/2021 Academic year.                                                 Phone number- 08109030319
 Course – Introduction to Bioethics (TH 470)                             E-mail- tonyokwum@yahoo.com                                                                                             
 Class time- Thursdays: 11:10am to 1:40pm                               
Course Goals and objectives:
1) Students will be able to understand ethical medical issues such as abortion, in-vitro fertilization, in-vivo fertilization, surrogate motherhood, euthanasia, assisted suicide,etc.
2) Students will be able to identify the differences between killing and letting die, major ethical issues related to health care and bio-medical sciences will be explored.
3) Students will be able to learn the responsibilities of doctors/health personnel to patients.
4) Students will be able to develop the ability to identify, analyze, and solve ethical dilemmas in the biomedical sciences.
5) Students will be able to explain the principle of double effect and how to apply it.
6) Students will understand moral issues related to the use of contraception and its moral effects.
7) Students will understand the sins against chastity and its effects to the human person. 
8) The difference between human acts and acts of human in relation to medical issues will be discussed. 
9) Students will understand the elements of moral/ethical choice (object, circumstances, and the intention) that determines whether an act is ethically good or bad.
10) Students will be able to analyze formal and material cooperation in moral evil in relation to medical issues. 
  Assessments: Assignment/class presentations– 50% and Exam- 50%.  Please note: Assignments must be written in a research paper format. i.e., they should have thorough citations and footnotes, with bibliography at the end of the work. The paper should be double spaced, using the Times New Roman with 12 font. 
Assignment – Pick any bioethical topic/issue of your choice and write a 10-12 pages paper on it. Due on Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 6:00pm Nigeria time.  Please, late submission will NOT be accepted. No Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty.  *Students are expected to study in preparation for bioethical discussions and lessons before every class. This semester, the exam may be an Oral Video Virtual Exam or a Written Take Home Exam.
Lesson Plan/class schedule (Second Semester (TH470))
February 25, 2021- Introduction of the course, the definition and meaning of bioethics, abortion, types and reasons for abortion. 
March 4, 2021 - Formal and material cooperation in evil, difference b/w moral and physical evil. 
March 11, 2021– Sins against chastity, In vitro & In vivo fertilization, artificial insemination, surrogate motherhood.
March 18, 2021– Division of conscience and the need for true conscience in handling bioethical issues.
March 25, 2021 - Bioethical issues on contraception, the various forms of contraception and the Church’s teachings and opposition on the use of contraception and Artificial Family Planning.
April 1, 2021- Easter Break/holidays
April 8, 2021 – Easter Break/holidays
April 15, 2021– Class discussions on some questions regarding bioethical issues from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the faith “Instruction on Bioethics: Respect for Human Life in its Origin and on the Dignity of Procreation.”
April 22, 2021 – Class presentation (Group 1: 11:20 am to 12:00 pm and Group 2: 12:10 pm to 12:50 pm)
April 29, 2021 – Class presentation (Group 3: 11:20 am to 12:00 pm and Group 4:  12:10 pm to 12:50 pm)
May 6, 2021 – The responsibility of doctors to patients and patients medical right. * (Last day of Class)
May 13, 2021 – Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord/ No Class.
May 20, 2021- Students’ Week Activities/ No Class.
May 27, 2021 – Theology Four Students Second Semester Examination Revision Week.
1. May 31 to June 5, 2021- Theology 4 Dominican Institute Students Final Examination
· June 14 to June 26, 2021 – Dominican Institute Second Semester Exams.
· Class presentation topics count as part of the class lessons.
Class presentation topics:
Group 1 – The principles of double effect and its relation to bioethics.
Group 2 – The elements of moral choice (object, circumstance, and intention) 
Group 3- Euthanasia and assisted suicide.
Group 4- Human cloning and its bioethical effect. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note – This lesson plan/class schedule is subject to change based on the school’s programme. We will try our best to follow them accordingly but we will be open to flexibility and change.  Have a blessed semester.  
Required Textbooks:

Beauchamp, Tom L. & Childress, James F. Principles of Biomedical Ethics. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2001.
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Instruction on Respect For Human Life in its 
Origin and on the Dignity of Procreation. Boston, MA: Pauline Books & Media, 1987.
Fisher, Anthony. Catholic Bioethics for a New Millennium. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2012. 
Kass, Leon R. Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity. The Challenge of Bioethics. San 
Francisco, CA: Encounter Books, 2002.
Kenny, John P. Principles of Medical Ethics. Westminster, Maryland: The Newman Press, 
1952.
Okoth, Peter O. Biomedical Moral Theology. An Introduction. Kenya: Paulines    
Publications, 2015.
Scarnecchia, Brian. Bioethics, Law & Human Life Issues. Plymouth, UK: Scarecrow Press, 
2010.
 Shannon, Thomas A. An Introduction to Bioethics. Mahwah, New Jersey: Paulist Press, 
1997.
 Walter, James & Shannon, Thomas A. Contemporary Issues in Bioethics. Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield Publication, 2005. 
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