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The encyclical letter “Rerum Novarum” was issued in 1891 by Pope Leo XIII, to address the conditions of the working class and the relationship between employer and employee. The Pope makes it clear to his audience that inasmuch as promotion of social justice is primarily a government responsibility, the Church also has the right to encourage promotion of social principles that prevent class conflict. For instance, he reminds us to put morality into consideration and uphold human dignity in the practice of free market. He condemned unrestricted capitalism, because he believes that it often gives room for marginalization and oppression of the poor.
Pope Leo XIII encouraged the formation of trade union and practice of collective bargaining for the sake of class harmony and prevention of further abuses. Again, having highlighted the social difficulties of the day, the Holy Father went further to discuss the following five key issues:
i. Private property,
ii. The right of the Church to speak on social issues,
iii. The role of the state,
iv. The worker’s right to a just wage and
v. The importance of workers’ association.
According to the Pope, questions about social issues, such as: employers and employees’ relationship, the increasing isolation of workers, the important role of union or associations of workers, the proper or just distribution of wealth, and the decadence of moral values in the society were triggered and encouraged by the industrial revolution among humankind.
The Holy Father lamented to the bishops about the plight and pitiable conditions of the poor. He encouraged the bishops and other leaders of the Church to promote principles that will correct or condemn errors that often result to social vices or evils. He opposes the position of the socialists who advocate the elimination of class division and holding of all possession in common and argues in favour of private ownership of property. He further encourages individuals to plan for the future; for such gives workers some hope and motivates them to work with a good deal of ingenuity, because without such motivation, there will be lack of diligence among workers at work, and that could result in a gradual decline in productivity and end up worsening their condition of poverty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Pope emphasizes the need for the secular world to listen to the voice of the Church in this regard. He added that rather than blaming suffering merely on class struggle, the people should also make constant effort towards refraining from sin and other causes of disorder in the society. They should see social classes as part of our natural reality which is supposed to work in a complementary manner, if well understood and appreciated. The Holy Father reemphasizes diligence at work and proper handling of employer’s property, while refraining from anything that could result in any form of rioting. He also reminds employers to refrain from treating employees as mere objects; their dignity should be duly upheld and respected.
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