Introduction 
Gregory in this book, analyzed the hyper-specialization rampant in the historical field. He critical comprised the past into a reachable entity, suggesting that, the modern academy deprives the past of its power to challenge contemporary beliefs and assumptions. As long as Universities and arena for academia had made its way into the history presiding this era, being clinical equipped, hygienic, safe and fully funded, it solely isolates and diverts attention and awareness from its own stiff and rigid foundations.  Gregory in his book The Unintended Reformation seeks and desires to shed light on these foundations and how they did shape the tune of history in the west. He offers in this ambitious piece a concrete evidence of a type of bold and self-reflective scholarship it calls for, which is still possible.	Comment by Benedict Iwatt: Wrong wording
The unintended Reformation (Critic)
The Unintended Reformation seeks to answer question that are both grand and old. These questions are itemized into insights, which includes: 
1) How did Christianity cease to be the dominant ideology and way of life in Western Europe and by extension North America? 
2) Are processes of modernization – the alarming rise of scientific rationality, the spread of industry and new habits of consumption, the emergence of powerful secular states, the privatization of religion and the glorification of secularization – unavoidable? 
3) Has modernity and secular approach to things somehow discredited or debunked traditional Christian truth claims? 
Gregory would respond to or give answers to these questions. However, I see his responses as being inadequate. He looked away from what and how religion shaped and brought into account moral and intellectual grounds and how it did model the lives and history of Christendom, rather he focused on the clouded goodness modernization appear to have wrought.	Comment by Benedict Iwatt: This does not seem to be the author's viewpoint
Looking at this book and the authors mindset, I see a historian with an unrivaled understanding of the diversity of early modern faith, with this he develops his account of “how a religious revolution secularized society” through a several compact narratives. He explains in the book’s chapters how the confessional conflicts caused by the Protestant Reformation unknowingly transformed Christianity from an encompassing way of life into a narrower, more restricted set of private beliefs.	Comment by Benedict Iwatt: Good point
Protestant Reformation
They reformers shared with their predecessor’s immense desire to revive spiritual life in Christendom, to see Christians conform more readily and radically to the Gospel. Protestants and the catholic saga is a fight sphere headed by the reforming protestants which fundamental problem was of doctrinal error rather than moral failure as people may think. These reformers citing the principle of scripture alone, attacked Church traditions as fictions. Martin Luther believes in Grace alone, this idea of grace made Luther to jettison the teleological ethics of the medieval Church – nursing the idea that the Christian life involved a gradual transformation into the types of creatures God intended humans to be.
For Gregory, the existence of radically diverging interpretations of scripture meant that scripture alone could not adjudicate these disagreements. Only recourse to coercive state power could resolve them. 
The Problem
When Protestant reformers such as Zwingli, Luther, and Calvin turned to magisterial power to enforce their interpretations of sola scriptura, they allegedly betrayed the arbitrariness of their authority. But when the medieval Church used its unique institutional power to punish heretics or preach the terrors of hell, it simply enacted the core Christian conviction that, motivated by caritas and tempered by clemency, some measure of coercion that sought the salvation of sinners . . . was unavoidable. The problem with medieval Christendom, according to Gregory, lay not in its doctrine or institutions but rather in its morality: it failed “to practice what was preached”.
Though Protestants railed against the corruption of the Roman curia, they also perceived a yawning chasm between what the New Testament taught and what the Church taught. Protestants presumably mistook a moral problem for a doctrinal one, averred Gregory. 
Recourse to Reason and the Search for Truth
Seeking a way out of these problem, early modern philosophers turned to reason. They hoped to find foundational, non-creedal truths. The cost, was a diminished understanding of God. 
But beginning in the later Middle Ages, thinkers such as Duns Scotus and William of Ockham argued that God exists in the same way that other things exist; that God, although omnipotent, is one being among others. Oddly, nominalists such as Ockham insisted on God’s radical omnipotence in order to widen the gap between God and creation and to heighten the importance of revelation. Gregory explains that Traditional Christian theology, insisted on God’s utter transcendence. God is not a being in the same way creatures are beings. Rather, self-revealing God is beyond being and nonbeing
He uses Descartes, Hume, Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche to show that reason alone has proven no more capable of discovering self-evident truths or foundational moral principles than has scripture alone.
Conclusion
The book poses lots of questions and thanks to Gregory who brought out these insights into the history of West Europe. However, the history of post-Reformation Europe is not simply a story of scripture alone or reason alone and the dead ends to which they led. It is also a story of growing institutions that transformed traditional life and generated new forms of social and cultural cohesion. 
Again, the disputes made it too easy for Enlightenment philosophes to caricature faith as superstition. They began to suggest that the concept of God was superfluous once adequate mechanistic explanations of phenomena were found. And yet, as Gregory reminds us, empirical investigation of the natural world had not falsified any theological claims.
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