MAT. NO. DI/903
Question 1. The infancy narrative
The infancy narrative of Matthew and Luke entails the similarities and the difference between the two accounts. There are various characters which include secondary and primary, location of the place of birth, the adoration, the stars, also presence of angels, the mother of the innocent and the journey to Egypt, the event that took place after birth and the dating and themes. Those who played major/primary characters in Matthew’s account are; Joseph, the Maggi and king Herod the Great. While the major characters in Luke are; Zechariah, the Angel Gabriel, Mary, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna and the Shepherds. While the secondary characters in Matthew includes; the chief priest, Mary, Achealeus and the Scribe, while that of Luke is; Herod the great, Joseph, Quilinius and Ceaser Augustus. The Characters differs in their importance according to both gospel accounts, Matthew’s record of location is very different from Luke, He recorded that Jesus was conceived in Bethlehem while for Luke, it is in Nazareth. Matthew noted that the birth of Jesus took place in a house, while Luke stated that Jesus was born in the stable. The adoration of the messiah as recorded by Matthew was done by the Maggi’s who are otherwise known as the gentile philosophers while for Luke it was done by the shepherds. It is therefore significant to note that, there numbers were not specified by both narrators. Matthew recorded the presence of stars while in Luke, none, there was no angels in Matthew, while Luke has, it was only Matthew who recognized the presence of  the mother of the innocent and the journey to Egypt, Luke did not. Matthew recorded that, after the birth of Jesus, they moved to back to Nazareth instead of Bethlehem for fear of Herod’s son Achealeus, while recorded that they returned to Nazareth, summarily we can say that Luke has detailed than Matthew. The themes of the narrative: Matthew present conflict of kingdoms (heaven, God against the kingdoms of the earth, darkness and of Ceaser) while Luke did not Jesus is seen as the new Moses who brings the new law, he equates their birth stories with the incident of killing of babies. Matthew made use of the word the church (ecclesia) there is a link between Judaism and Christianity also he referenced discipleship while Luke spoke of God’s Redemptive Purpose, inclusion all in salvation, the beatitudes, fellowship and he equally recognized the role of discipleship.   
Question 1 b. The presence, role and importance of women in the geneaology of Jesus Christ. 
There are five women who played a very important role in the life of Jesus and they are as follows; Ruth the Moabite, Tama, Rehab, Bathsheba wife Uriah and Mary. The geanology of Jesus is patriarchal in nature, with the inclusion of these women who are regarded as sinner and foreigners brought the hope of salvation to other nations of the world. These women apart from Mary, were sinners and foreigners too. Their presence in the geanology of Jesus shows that, salvation is for all both sinners and foreigners we all can participate in the redemptive history. God demonstrated through the women that He can make good out of that which men sees as bad and corrupted, this points to the fact that salvation is not only meant for the house Israel, but for all, because these women who played this roles are not Israelites. Christ came for our salvation. 
Question no. The Christology of the Gospel of Matthew.
The gospel of Matthew focuses on the identity of Jesus that determines fulfillment, authoritative exposition of the law, discipleship, ecclesiology, and eschatology. Matthew made use of the materials that were gotten from Mark, this was purposely to present his ideology in an explicit manner the confession of Mark 8:29, "You are the Christ," while in Matthew, it is more elaborate "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God"; Matthew is known for the use of unique materials, moreover, which makes his Christology more apparent. Kingsbury view Matthew’s Christology as basically founded on the theme "Son of God." Theologians have argued that Matthew's Christology is summed up in the concept of Jesus as the incarnation of Wisdom and the fulfillment of the Torah. Matthew emphasis consistently about Christ as the Son of God, just as prophesied in the in the old testament about the coming messiah Immanuel which "God with us."
Themes of Matthew’s Christology: Righteousness and discipleship this reflects God's righteousness and his activeness in saving his people, and his continuous work of salvation through his disciples. According to Matthew, Jesus called his disciples to a higher degree righteousness (5:20), that is to do the will of the Father another important theme is that of law and grace; Matthew spoke of Jesus' faithfulness to the law, as thus stated: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not iota or a dot will pass away until all is accomplished". His teaching on righteousness and the will of the Father is understood in the Gospel as the explication of the true meaning of the law. Matthew presents Jesus as less radical law because of Jewish Christian background unlike Mark. The third theme talks of Community/Church. Matthew understands the church assembly of faithful that exercise discipline over believers in the full knowledge which is being led by the Lord. Another important theme is that of Salvation history: Israel, Jesus, and the Church, are the threefold analysis that gave rundown of our Salvation history according to Matthew for an easy understanding.  The last of the themes is the Eschatology; Matthew made reference to the parables of the ten virgins and the last judgment which signifies the last things and the second coming of the Messiah, what Matthew tried to point out here is the parousia, which refers to the eschatological return of Christ at the end of time to take his people. 



