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Course Description
Human persons are made of body and soul. A body requires space in which to subsist, and that space is concretized in the environment, which provides all they need for survival and flourishing. The environment is made up of numerous ecologies that define, support and underpin it, making it habitable for humans. These ecologies, in turn, have distinct ecosystems, which give them uniqueness. Note that the term Ecosystem is a subset of Ecology, and Ecology is the Study of Ecosystems. The relationship between various biotic entities in an ecosystem is very important, and this is the subject matter of Ecological Ethics. 
The unfolding ecological crisis of our time provokes ethical questions that Catholic moral theology is engaged in answering. The question we shall be asking is: what does the Catholic tradition have to offer to current ecological debate? This seminar course will provide the occasion to consider the complex issue of “ecological stewardship” from the perspectives of traditional Catholic theses concerning the meaning of creation and the status of the human person within it. What is happening to that relationship? It will investigate key theological and ethical sources and norms that can assist us in achieving conversion from our destructive relationships with the Earth, to moral, ecological (sustainable) and reverential ways of living.
Consideration will be given to the impact of ecological consciousness upon theological ethics; the challenge posed to ethics by the paradigm shift in our cultural and scientific modes of thought from human-centeredness (that is, what I have called Anthropogenia) to cosmic and Earth consciousness.
Course objectives:
Upon completing this course, the student should strive to:
·  Understand the meaning of ecological/environmental ethics and its relevance in society.
·  Identify the various environmental ethical issues in Nigeria, and possible solutions to the issues identified. 
· Understand the concept of anthropocentric environmental ethics, especially the notion Anthropogenia.
· Know the ethical relationship between human beings and the natural environment.
· Understand the various papal encyclicals on ecological ethics and the church’s teachings regarding the preservation of nature.
· Grasp the concept of sustainability. The Brundtland Commission gives the most current definition of Sustainability in its Report, Our Common Future.
· Understand the citizen’s obligation to prevent environmental harm/promote environmental benefit. Be familiar with the notion of Environmental Justice.
· Have the broader understanding of man’s moral and ethical obligations and responsibilities toward the natural environment.
· Understand the importance of other living beings (animals and trees) in the preservation of nature.
· Understand the impact of ecological consciousness upon theological ethics; and the challenge posed to ethics by the paradigm shift in our cultural and scientific modes of thought from human-centeredness to cosmic and earth consciousness will be explored.
Course Requirements
· Active participation in the virtual Classroom, reflecting a good reading and understanding of the required text.
· Essay writing and individual Student Paper presentation, which must follow the academic standard of DI, both in the content and the methodology.
Format of Classes
All lectures and presentations will be virtual, availing ourselves of the newly developed DI Virtual Classroom. Both students and lecturer must be duly registered on this platform. Any Android device that is well wired to the internet is sufficient as hardware, and should be calibrated with required network data for each three-hour lecture period. This course should be viewed as a journey geared towards providing an essential background to becoming literate about, and sensitive to, the ecological challenges to religion and theology. Together we shall journey into an in-depth analysis of the questions, problems, and responses, in a learning environment that promotes critical thinking, reflection, discussion, evaluation and debate. The student is expected to take charge of her/his own learning process, to become engaged in the issues and topics, to contribute and benefit from a strong level of well-prepared discussion in a community of learning adults. 
Academic Integrity Policy
Avoid plagiarism! This is the act of taking the words, ideas, data, illustrations, or statements of another person or source, and presenting them as yours. Penalties range from a loss of marks to dismissal from the University. To avoid plagiarism, any use of another’s words or ideas must be fully cited in the proper format: identify the title, author, page number or URL, and publication date of works when directly quoting small portions of texts, articles, interviews, or websites; appropriately identify the source of information when paraphrasing or restating ideas from a source. All essays must observe the academic standard of DI, both in terms of content, methodology and style as stipulated in the approved Manual of Reference. Consistency is key!
Grading Criteria
There will be no Examination on this course! However, papers presented will be marked and graded.  Note that ecological ethics is not the kind of course where there are straightforwardly right and wrong answers on which a grade is based. Papers presented shall be about five pages long, and good grades are gained by displaying a combination of the following:
a. A demonstration that you understand material that you've read, and an ability to accurately summarize key points from the material. This generally requires careful reading, as it is very easy to misrepresent others' views. A good blend of material you have studied outside of class is helpful.
c. An ability to analyze critically the arguments in the work of authors that you have read: to see weaknesses, inconsistencies, contradictions, places where the conclusion does not follow from the premises, and to point these out. (You may also want to suggest ways in which arguments could work better if appropriately reformulated).
d. An ability to make a good argument yourself which involves: marshalling relevant empirical information where it is available, explaining how it is relevant and supports your case, providing grounds for any claims that are made, considering counter-arguments to your own argument and showing why the counter-arguments do not succeed if they do not; making sure that conclusions follow from premises.
e. Clear writing, so that the reader can see immediately what you are trying to say; an introduction that sets up the essay, providing signposts so that the reader knows where the essay is going; paragraphs that follow on from one another, so that the essay has a sense of flow and structure.
Course Outline
Week 1: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 - Introduction of the course, what is ecological ethics, the reason for ecological ethics today, various questions which arise regarding ecological/environmental ethics, and so on. 
Week 2: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 – Presentation and explanation of Course Outline, and distribution of Topics for research and Class presentations. Clarification of Recurrent Terms in Ecological Ethics.
Week 3: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 – Inputs on Environmental Ethics and Eco-Theology. Contemporary witnesses: Leonardo Boff and the link between Ecology and Liberation. The Earth Charter.
Week 4: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 – Inputs on Ecological issues in the Nigerian context – Experiences leading to ethical questions on the impacts oil and gas exploration, Floods, Erosion, Desertification, Logging, etc. 
Week 5: Tuesday, November 3, 2020 – Inputs on various Popes’ documents and Teachings on Ecological Ethics (Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis)
Week 6: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 – Class Presentations (Two presenters)
Topics:
· What is the role and the relevance of environmental ethics in our society, and the influence of ecological consciousness upon theological ethics? (Anaekwe)
· Discuss sustainability and climate change -What responsibility, if any, does climate change impose on individuals? (Ekakitie)

Week 7: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 – Class Presentations (Two presenters)
Topics:
· Discuss a full list of traditional ethical theories and show how these relate to contemporary Environmental/ecological ethics. (Irekhiafe)
· Ecological ethics goes beyond Conservation Biology. Discuss this statement in light of the principles of environmental/ecological ethics. (Lawrence)
Week 8: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 – Class Presentations (Two presenters)
Topics:
· Describe and explore the “Anthrpocene” in relation to climate change. (Odikpo)
· What is “Anthropogenia”? How does this expose all creation to the danger of peril? (Okafor)
Week 9: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 – Class Presentations (Two presenters)
Topics:
· Write an essay on the relationship between human consumption and ecological conversion. (Umeadi)
· Examine the notion of Integral Ecology and show how it caters to the needs of all creation. (Unuesiri)
Christmas Break

Week 10: Tuesday, January 5, 2021 – Input on Citizen’s obligations to prevent environmental harm and promote environmental benefit instead. The challenges posed to ethics by the fundamental change in our cultural and scientific modes of thought the movement from human centeredness to cosmic and earth consciousness. 
Week 11: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 – Conservation, Preservation, Sustainability. Climate refugees, migration and international responsibilities.
Week 12: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 - Last day of class, Summary and course evaluation.
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