                                             DOMINICAN INSTITUTE, SAMONDA, IBADAN
						COURSE OUTLINE 

Course: TH 121: CHURCH HISTORY  1I 
Students: Year One
Academic Session: SECOND Semester, 2022/2023
Instructor: Sr. Dr. Margaret Fagbamigbe, SSMA
Class Hours: THURSDAY, 8:15-10.00
Office Hours: Thursday, 10am -11 am 
Email: fagbamigbe.m@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng 

Course Description:
A study development of Christianity from the 3rd to the 8th centuries in the writings of the Church Fathers. Attention will be given to issues like ecclesiology, Church - States relations, the Augustine-Pelagius controversy on grace, and the Christological and Trinitarian controversies between 4th -8th centuries.  This course will also examine the gradual Christianization of the Roman Empire with emphasis on the development of Christian doctrine. It examines the General Councils from the 4th to the 8th centuries paying attention to heretical or heterodox doctrines that the General Councils addressed. 

Course Objective:
This course exposes the student to the historical development of Church Doctrines and orthodoxy. At the end of the course, the student should be able to understand the basic doctrinal terms: orthodoxy, heresy, heterodoxy; and s/he should be able to distinguish right doctrines from erroneous doctrine given the declarations of the General Councils. 

Course Requirements:
1. Class attendance
2. Reading of the assigned texts for the particular theme or topic
3. Continuous assessment test on date that will be announced (1-3 add up 60%).
4. Final exam in February (40%).  





Selected Bibliography:
1 The Bible as undisputable source
2 Eusebius, The History of the Church, London: Penguin Books, 1989. 
3 Schreck Alan, The Compact History of the Catholic Church, Cincinnati, Ohio: Servant Books, 2009.
4 Thomas P. C. General Councils of the Church,  Bombay, India: St. Paul Society, 2001.
5 Comby  Jean.  How to Read Church History: From the Beginnings to the Fifteenth Century, Vol. 1, New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1992.
6 Will Durant, The Story of Civilization: Caesar and Christ, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1944, vol. 3, The Age of faith, vol. 4. 
7 Cynthis White, The Emergence of Christianity: Classical traditions in Contemporary Perspective, Minnesota, USA: Fortress Press, 2011.
8 Karl Baus, From The Apostolic Community to Constantine, in Hubert Jedin and John Dolan, eds., Handbook of Church History, vol. 1, New York: Herder and Herder, 1965.
9 Henry Chadwick, The Early Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan: WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967.
10 J.G. Davies, The Early Christian Church, London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1965
11 Henry Danie;-Rops, Church of Apostles and Martyrs, London: Dutton, 1960.
12 Johnson Paul,  A History of Christianity,  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1976.
13 Tanner Norman, New Short History of the Catholic Church, London: Continuum Books, 2011.
14 Brian Tiery, Donald Kagan, L. Pearce Williams, Eugene Rice, eds. Great Issues in Western Civilization, vol. 1, New York: Random House, 1967.
15 Philip Hughes, The Church in Crisis: A History of the General Councils 325-1870. Handover House, A division of Doubleday & Company, Inc. Garden City, New York. 


Course Outline:
Week 1:  General Introduction to the Christianity in the Post-Apostolic Age, the successors of the apostles leading the fledgling Church. Preservation of the faith in Jesus Christ. 
Week 2: Attack of the Pagan State on the Church: Persecution under Decius
Week 3:  Development of Christian Literature in the East and West in Third century 
Week 4:  Development of Christian Literature in  the West in  Third century
Week 5: Orthodoxy, Heterodoxy and Heresy: the battle for the Christian Creed. What does the Church believe? The Christological and Trinitarian controversies, initiating the path  to the First Ecumenical Council- The Council of Nicaea 325 AD.
Term paper Due: Origen,  write about his life and theological orientations. 2 pages single space.
Week 6: Test 

Week 7: The Council of Constantinople (381 AD)- the Arian debates continued. Bishop Athanasius versus Arian bishops from Constantinople and Antioch. Augustine Vs Pelagius.
Week 8: The Council of Ephesus (421 AD)- Theotokos, Mary bearer of God? St. Cyril of Alexandria in in contest with Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople the council of August 449 at Ephesus.
Week 9: The Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)- the heresy of Nestorius and the Monophysitism of Eutyches (Eutychianism or the one nature theory) is at the center of the Council- its statement of faith is called Chalcedonian Definition. 
Week 10:  The 2nd Council of Constantinople (553 AD) and the 3rd Council of Constantinople (680 AD)- Monopysitism gaining ground in spite of its condemnation at the Council of Chalcedon. It often received support for political reasons in the East. 
Week 11: Monothelitism at the III Council of Constantinople in 680 AD
Week 12:  Test
Week 13:  Week 12: ICONOCLASM.  The Iconoclasm controversy ( 725-842 AD)
Week 14:  Extra class, Summary and General Revision.
















DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY , SAMONDA, IBADAN
						COURSE OUTLINE 

Course: CRS 208: History of Early Christianity II 
Students: Year TWO
Academic Session: First Semester, 2022/2023
Instructor: Sr. Dr. Margaret Fagbamigbe, SSMA
Class Hours: Wednesday, 8:15-10:00am
Office Hours: Wednesday, 10 am -11 am 
Email: fagbamigbe.m@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng 

Course Description:
A study development of Christianity from the 3rd to the 8th centuries in the writings of the Church Fathers. Attention will be given to issues like ecclesiology, Church - States relations, the Augustine-Pelagius controversy on grace, and the Christological and Trinitarian controversies between 4th -8th centuries.  This course will also examine the gradual Christianization of the Roman Empire with emphasis on the development of Christian doctrine. It examines the General Councils from the 4th to the 8th centuries paying attention to heretical or heterodox doctrines that the General Councils addressed. 

Course Objective:
This course exposes the student to the historical development of Church Doctrines and orthodoxy. At the end of the course, the student should be able to understand the basic doctrinal terms: orthodoxy, heresy, heterodoxy; and s/he should be able to distinguish right doctrines from erroneous doctrine given the declarations of the General Councils. 

Course Requirements:
5. Class attendance
6. Reading of the assigned texts for the particular theme or topic
7. Continuous assessment test on date that will be announced (1-3 add up 60%).
8. Final exam in February (40%).  

Selected Bibliography:
1. The Bible as undisputable source
2. Eusebius, The History of the Church, London: Penguin Books, 1989. 
3. Schreck Alan, The Compact History of the Catholic Church, Cincinnati, Ohio: Servant Books, 2009.
4. Thomas P. C. General Councils of the Church,  Bombay, India: St. Paul Society, 2001.
5. Comby  Jean.  How to Read Church History: From the Beginnings to the Fifteenth Century, Vol. 1, New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 1992.
6. Will Durant, The Story of Civilization: Caesar and Christ, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1944, vol. 3, The Age of faith, vol. 4. 
7. Cynthis White, The Emergence of Christianity: Classical traditions in Contemporary Perspective, Minnesota, USA: Fortress Press, 2011.
8. Karl Baus, From The Apostolic Community to Constantine, in Hubert Jedin and John Dolan, eds., Handbook of Church History, vol. 1, New York: Herder and Herder, 1965.
9. Henry Chadwick, The Early Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan: WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967.
10. J.G. Davies, The Early Christian Church, London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1965
11. Henry Danie;-Rops, Church of Apostles and Martyrs, London: Dutton, 1960.
12. Johnson Paul,  A History of Christianity,  New York: Simon and Schuster, 1976.
13. Tanner Norman, New Short History of the Catholic Church, London: Continuum Books, 2011.
14. Brian Tiery, Donald Kagan, L. Pearce Williams, Eugene Rice, eds. Great Issues in Western Civilization, vol. 1, New York: Random House, 1967.
15. Handover House, A division of Doubleday & Company, Inc. Garden City, New York.


Course Outline:
Week 1:  General Introduction to the Christianity in the Post-Apostolic Age, the successors of the apostles leading the fledgling Church. Preservation of the faith in Jesus Christ. 
Week 2: Attack of the Pagan State on the Church: Persecution under Decius
Week 3:  Development of Christian Literature in the East and West in Third century 
Week 4:  Development of Christian Literature in  the West in  Third century
Week 5: Orthodoxy, Heterodoxy and Heresy: the battle for the Christian Creed. What does the Church believe? The Christological and Trinitarian controversies, initiating the path  to the First Ecumenical Council- The Council of Nicaea 325 AD.
Term paper Due: Origen,  write about his life and theological orientations. 2 pages single space.
Week 6: Test 
Week 7: The Council of Constantinople (381 AD)- the Arian debates continued. Bishop Athanasius versus Arian bishops from Constantinople and Antioch. Augustine Vs Pelagius.
Week 8: The Council of Ephesus (421 AD)- Theotokos, Mary bearer of God? St. Cyril of Alexandria in in contest with Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople the council of August 449 at Ephesus.
Week 9: The Council of Chalcedon (451 AD)- the heresy of Nestorius and the Monophysitism of Eutyches (Eutychianism or the one nature theory) is at the center of the Council- its statement of faith is called Chalcedonian Definition. 
Week 10:  The 2nd Council of Constantinople (553 AD) and the 3rd Council of Constantinople (680 AD)- Monopysitism gaining ground in spite of its condemnation at the Council of Chalcedon. It often received support for political reasons in the East. 
Week 11: Monothelitism at the III Council of Constantinople in 680 AD
Week 12:  Test
Week 13:  Week 12: ICONOCLASM.  The Iconoclasm controversy ( 725-842 AD)
Week 14:  Extra class, Summary and General Revision.

