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Course Description 
The course aims at forming the student to read, interpret, and apply the philosophy contained in the writings of Thomas Aquinas.  The first part of the course will be devoted to the history, context, style, and method of Aquinas.  The second part will involve critical exposure to a selection of Aquinas’ writings. 
 
Requirements 
I. Online Lectures attendance and active participation 
 
Regular class attendance and intelligent participation in class discussions are required for students to grasp the content of the course.  Intelligent participation in class discussion demands reading the text assigned for discussion on each session. Active online participation will account for 10 % of the final grade. 
 
II. Pre-Lecture Summaries 
Students are expected to read the assigned text(s) for each lecture and submit a page (single line spacing) of four-point summary of the assigned text(s). This summary is to be submitted online before each lecture. The submission automatically closes 30 minutes before the lecture commences. Students must be ready to respond to critical questions arising from their summaries. These summaries will account for 10 % of the final grade.  
 
III. Class Quizzes
There will be two quizzes every month. This will account for 10% of the final grade.  
 
IV. An Expository Essay 
Each student will be required to write an essay that will account for 20% of the final grade.  The essay is to be written as an exposition of any one of the following texts of Aquinas: 

(a) Commentary on the De Trinitate of Boethius, q. 1, aa. 1-4. 
(b) Summa Theologiae, I, q. 22, aa. 1-4 
(c) De Malo (On Evil), q. 1, aa. 1-5. 
(d) Summa Theologiae I, q. 19, aa. 6-8. 
(e) De Potentia (On the Power of God), q. 1, aa. 1-7. 
 
The essay should be within 8-10 pages on a size A4 paper, using font size 12. Margins should be 1 inch on each side. 1.5 lines spacing is to be used. Footnotes, not endnotes, are to be used.   
 
V. Research Paper 
This research paper will account for 50% of the final grade. It will take the form of a well-researched paper on one of the following topics:

(a) A Critical Evaluation of Aquinas’ Doctrine of the Meaning of Creation
(b) A Critical Evaluation of Aquinas’ Teleological Argument for God’s Existence.

This research paper will take the place of the final exam. It is to be submitted no later than the date of examination, as will be stipulated on the semester examination time-table from the department. This research paper should be within 10-15 pages on a size A4 paper, using font size 12. Margins should be 1 inch on each side. 1.5 lines spacing is to be used. Footnotes, not endnotes, are to be used. 
 
Academic Policy 
Students are hereby reminded of the extant academic policy against plagiarism and any form of academic dishonesty. Students are advised to acknowledge and properly cite sources of their ideas. Due academic diligence, critical reading, and interpretation of texts are of essence. 
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Schedule of Readings 
 
 
	Lecture 1  
 
	 
	Introduction: The Life of Thomas Aquinas (Romanus Cessario, A Short History of Thomism, chs I-II.

	Lecture 2  
	
	Aeterni Patris and its Consequences 
Leo XIII, Aeterni Patris. On the Restoration of Christian Philosophy According to the Mind of St Thomas Aquinas 
Jean-Pierre Torrell, Aquinas’s Summa: Background, Structure &Reception, ch VI. 
 

	Lecture 3 
 
	
	Bernard McGinn, Thomas Aquinas’ Summa Theologiae: A 
Biography, ch 1. 
Jean Pierre Torrell, St Thomas Aquinas, vol. 1, chs I-IV 

	 	 
 
	 
	Literary Form, Language, and Method in Aquinas’ Works 

	Lecture 4 
 
	 
	M.-D. Chenu, Toward Understanding Saint Thomas, chs II-III 

	Lecture 5 
	 
	M.-D. Chenu, Toward Understanding Saint Thomas, chs IV-V 


 
 
 
 
Context and Works of Thomas Aquinas 
	 
	
	

	Lecture 6 
	 
	Jean Pierre Torrell, St Thomas Aquinas, vol. 1, chs V-VIII  
James Weisheipl, Friar Thomas D’Aquino: His Life, Thought and Works, ch.  IV-V. 
 

	Lecture 7 
 
 
	
	Jean Pierre Torrell, St Thomas Aquinas, vol. 1, chs X-XV.  
James Weisheipl, Friar Thomas D’Aquino: His Life, Thought and Works, ch.  VI-VII. 

	 	 
	 
	Towards Understanding Thomas’ Thoughts 	  

	Lecture 8 
	 
	Anton Pegis, Introduction to St. Thomas Aquinas, xi-xxx. 
 
 

	Lecture 9 
	
	Aidan Nichols, Discovering Aquinas, ch IX-XI. 
 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	 
	Selected Readings of Thomas Aquinas’ Works 

	Lecture 10 
	 
	Thomas Aquinas, Summa Contra Gentiles, Book 1, chs 1-10. 

	Lecture 11 
	 
	Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I, qq. 2-3 

	Lecture 12 
	 
	Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, I, q. 12 

	Lecture 13 
	 
	Research Study for Exam 
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