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Attempt
DATE   
       On the Date of composition for the Gospel of Matthew, it will not be out of place to underscore that various estimates have placed the date of Matthew’s composition anywhere from AD 50-60, AD 70 – AD 100. But before a date can be decided however, its relation to the Gospel of Mark must be addressed. If Mark was written first, then Matthew must have a later date. The most widely accept hypothesis is that both Matthew and Luke used Mark as a source for various reasons. Matthew even reproduced about ninety percent of Mark while Luke reproduced about Sixty percent.[footnoteRef:1] So, without placing full attention on the dating of Mark’s Gospel,[footnoteRef:2] it was probably written somewhere between AD 50 and AD 55. Thus, Matthew’s Gospel could have reasonably been written anywhere between AD 55 and AD 60. [1:  A.W. Argyle. The Gospel According to Matthew. (London: Cambridge University Press, 1963, p.1.]  [2:  Cf. Introduction to the Gospel According to Mark .] 


PLACE OF COMPOSITION    
       Correspondingly, on the place of composition of the Gospel of Matthew though, dating the Gospel may be difficult or complicated, it is even more problematic to determine where Matthew wrote the Gospel. Then, some scholars conclude that Matthew was written in either Palestine or Syria because of its Jewish nature. Antioch of Syria is usually the most favoured because many in the early Church dispersed there (cf. Acts11:19,27). Another last reason for favouring Antioch is that the earliest reference to Matthew’s Gospel was found in Ignatius’ (the Bishop of Antioch) in his Epistle to the Smyrnaeans (ca. 110).

