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 Introduction
	Recent years have witnessed an unprecedented explosion in the publication of New Testament theologies (NTT). Yet the proliferation of those options can make it difficult for those outside the discipline, and even scholarly insiders, to stay current with research. In the article under review, Wendel Sun observes that one common feature in the recent contributions to New Testament theologies is their attention to the issue of the unity and diversity of the New Teastament (NT). He argues that although the theme of unity and diversity has been treated in nearly every NTT publication, it has yet to be articulated in a way that does justice to the unifying narrative structure of the NT message while simultaneously taking account of the unique contribution of each NT document.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cf. Wendel Sun, Unity and/or/in Diversity? A Survey of Recent New Testament Theologies, in JAET, (September 2015), Vol. 19 No. 2, p. 7,] 

Recent Publications of New Testament Theologies (NTT).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Heikki Räisänen and Thomas Hatina argue that the work of the biblical scholar is not theological and normative, but strictly historical and descriptive. For them, unity and diversity is a non-issue, since a unified NTT is neither desirable nor even possible. Howard Marshall, in his book, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel, masterfully demonstrated the theological unity of the NT, which is shown through the enumeration of broad theological themes common to all the NT documents. Frank Thielman’s primary concern is to allow each book of the NT to speak for itself, thereby highlighting its unique theological contributions. He defends the uniqueness of each of the NT documents while at the same time demonstrating a fundamental unity across the NT canon.[footnoteRef:2] Rejecting a purely historical approach, Frank J. Matera argues that NTT should seek to provide a theological interpretation of the New Testament that integrates and relates the diverse theologies of the New Testament into a unified whole without harmonizing them. For him, within this diversity of the NT there is a core of theological unity.  [2:  Frank Thielman, Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and Synthetic Approach, (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2005), p. 42.] 

	Unlike the above scholars, Thomas R. Schreiner, argues that a thematic approach will aid in understanding both the overall unity of the NT and the individual contributions of its authors. Thus, he sees unity not only within the NT but also binding together the entire Christian canon. For Udo Schnelle, the truth of the NT writings must be appropriated in the modern world. His structure is unique in that it deals with historical, thematic, and theological concerns in the context of a modified book-by-book analysis. For G. K. Beale, the theological unity of the Bible is to be found in its storyline. His approach is to identify the fundamental storylines of the Old Testament (OT) and the NT and then to show how that of the NT is founded upon, flows out of, and transforms that of the OT. This rightly emphasizes the Bible’s narrative nature, demonstrating the unity of the NT—and, indeed, of the whole Bible.
Conclusion
Having surveyed several recent NTTs, Wendel Sun concludes with the following observations. First, in approaching the study of NTT, one must walk the line, upholding both unity and diversity without overemphasizing one or the other. Future NTT research that ignores any of these will produce deficient results. Secondly, some of the NTTs in this survey lack exegetical engagement with the text of the NT. The problem is that doing so necessitates the assumption of theological unity. Thus, in order for a work of NTT to be taken seriously, the exegetical support for its theological conclusions must be demonstrated. 	
Furthermore, seeking to understand the theology of the NT without regard to both its historical and canonical contexts has often resulted in skewed results. Hence, future NTTs must take that into consideration. In addition, Future NTTs should build on NT storyline to locate the
basic theological unity of the NT within its narrative structure. This would also pave the way for further work in whole-Bible biblical theology. Finally, future NTTs need to be able to demonstrate the unity of the NT through accurate exegetical work that does not blunt its diversity. This would benefit the intellectual academy and also the church in no small measures.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Cf. Wendel Sun, Unity and/or/in Diversity? A Survey of Recent New Testament Theologies, p. 21.] 

