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1.Introduction: There a number of factors that contributed to the recent publication of some academic syllabi bearing the title “The New Testament Theology.” Prominent among them are the growth of interest in biblical theology, that moves beyond the mere historical grammatical investigation of the text, and the surge of concern for the theological interpretation of Scripture.[footnoteRef:2] However, the issue of the unity and diversity of the New Testament (N.T.) is common in them.  [2:  Stephen E. Fowl, 1998. Engaging Scripture: A Model for Theological Interpretation. Oxford: Blackwell, et al. cited in Wendel Sun, Unity and/or/in Diversity? A Survey of Recent New Testament Theologies.] 

             The purpose of this essay is to survey some academic syllabi that bear the title “The New Testament Theology” and be able to establish whether such title exists or not. To achieve this, I will first present a brief historical origin of the New Testament theology and then, examine a few recent publications on N.T.T. highlighting the treatment of unity and diversity found in each.
                Historically, New Testament Theology can be traced back to the reformation era. It was a project undertaken by Protestants when they refused the doctrine of the Catholic Church and focused on Sola Scriptura, thereby began to study the bible as it is in itself. Meanwhile, Catholics only focused on the bible when they wanted to prove a point concerning a doctrine. In the middle ages, the theology of the Bible was used only to reinforce the dogmatic Teachings of the church which were founded upon both the Bible and the Church tradition.
               Schreiner, in his work “New Testament Theology”, argues that the grounding theme of NT theology is magnifying God in Christ. For him, it is impossible to separate the revelation of God in the NT from Christology, as if God is central and Christ is secondary. Furthermore, the saving work of God in Christ has made possible the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Father fulfills his saving promises in history by sending his Son, and the Son’s work is vindicated through the sending of the Spirit.[footnoteRef:3] I. Howard Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel. In this work, he summarized the unique theological themes of each NT document and then show the basic lines of theological unity that span the canon. Matera, in his work, New Testament Theology: Exploring Diversity and Unity, seeks to do justice to the diverse contributions of the various NT texts while showing that within this diversity there is a core of theological unity.  [3:  Thomas R. Schreiner. 2008. New Testament Theology. U.S.A.: Baker Academic. 120] 

Conclusion:  In this essay, I argued alongside Wendel Sun that although the theme of unity and diversity has been treated in nearly every NTT publication, it has yet to be articulated in a way that does justice to the unifying narrative structure of the NT message, at the same time taking account of the unique contribution of each NT document. Based on this, “The New Testament Theology” as a title may seem not feasible if we consider the unique theology (theological themes) of each of the 27 books of New Testament. However, the title can actually hold if we consider the “Theologies” of the New Testament books as components of a single Theology that revolves around God encompassing the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Moreover, being that Christ is a common character in the books of the New Testament, as such, he is the unifying element in the New Testament but with different approaches. Therefore, I can safely conclude that the title “The New Testament Theology” exists.
2.         CHRISTOLOGY is all about providing answer to Jesus’ question: “who do you say I am?” There is no limit to the approach to this question. Jesus is prominent as the one who fulfills God’s saving and covenantal promises in the OT. Hence, he clearly takes the center stage in almost every piece of NT literature, with the apparent exception of James.  The Four Gospels represent different streams within Christian tradition. Three Gospels (Mark, Matthew and Luke) shared similar materials and forms of presentation and are called, for that reason the synoptic “to be seen together”. The three Gospels have some elements (pericopies, events, narratives and the like) in common. This brings us to the aim of this essay: to briefly present the Christology of the Synoptic Gospels. This shall be presented in a chronological order.
               Mark (67 AD) represents the earliest written Gospel. It was known and used by Matthew (80–85AD) and Luke (75 AD). Besides, Matthew and Luke had a common source (German Quellen) that they shared. This document is called Q (German for source). In Mark, the manifestation of Christ, Son of God takes place in two phases: in the first (Mark 1:1 - 8:30) Jesus shows his power in miracles often directed against the forces of evil; the disciples recognize in Jesus the Messiah, but are told to keep that revelation secret. In the second phase, the true mystery of Jesus' saving mission is revealed: the Son of Man must suffer, die and then be raised. Some Christological texts in Mark include Mark 1:1 The Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; Mark 8:27ff Who do men say that I am?; Mark 10:47 Son of David. Mark‘s Christology can be termed a ‘Spirit Christology’. In Luke, Jesus is identified as Messiah, Son of Man, Son of God (Luke 22:67-70). Luke’s Christ can be described as the Universal Savior - because over and over again Luke puts Jesus and his ministry into the context of the history of universal salvation. Luke's Gospel is first part of a two part work better known as Luke-Acts. Matthew opens with a genealogy (Matt. 1:1–17), emphasizing that Jesus is the son of David and the son of Abraham. The significance of the son is relayed in the promise that “he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Matthew clearly thinks that this word is fulfilled in the death of Jesus, where his blood is poured out covenantally for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:28; cf. 20:28). The fulfillment theme in Matthew demonstrates that OT prophecy anticipated and pointed toward Jesus. He is the king of the Jews and the Messiah, for he was, as prophesied by Mic. 5:2, born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1–6). Mathew also continues the traditional Resurrection Christology of the Synoptics. It is the resurrection that fastens the Christ humiliated and the Christ returning in glory, and produces continuity. 
This is a brief presentation of the Christology of the synoptic Gospels.
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