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PLEASE, ATTEMPT THESE EXERCISES:

Exercise 1.
CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE

	Country: Nigeria
	Region / Subculture: 
	Igbo

	Filled in by: Eze Emmanuel 
	Rural area or City:
	Nsukka

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	Father, mother and children

	Who cares for the child?
	The parents

	Who provides for the child?
	The parents

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	The parents

	Status of child within family?
	The child is dependent on their parents 

	Status of child within society?
	The child is not accorded with much respect because they are still dependent on their parents and cannot decide for themselves. 

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	17 years.
	

	How does it typically end?
	Initiation into adulthood. 
	

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	Slim
	High 

	Assistance in the household
	House chores 
	Assist the father in his place of work or business 

	Amount of free time + free
 time activities
	As much as it is necessary 

	As much as it is necessary 

	
	
	

	Behaviour towards younger
	Play the role of a mother 
	Play the role of a father 

	 family members
	
	

	Behaviour in public
	Behave responsibly 
	Behave responsibly 

	Behaviour towards the other sex
	They are usually shy
	They dominate them

	Religious expectations
	Order their lives according to the doctrine of their religion 
	Order their lives according to the doctrine of their religion 

	Dress code
	Dress decently 
	Dress decently 

	Prospects for their future
	To build a bright future
	To build a bright future

	Discipline
	Most times their parents decide for them the carrier they will pursue in life.  
	Most times their parents decide for them the carrier they will pursue in life.

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	Recently, childhood is taking a different shape. The era of tales by moon light is gone. Children are almost glued to the television.

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	It has both negative and positive influence on childhood. When children are exposed to the internet without proper guidance, the negative effect is usually massive.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	The changing family structure has a lot of influence on childhood. Single parenting for instance does not give children the opportunity of having a balanced childhood.

	
	

	

	
	




Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion or social origin.[footnoteRef:2]  [2: 	 Cf. https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf] 



	
S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	The right to life.




	My culture discourages abortion and the taking of innocent life.
	None

	2. 
	
The right to play and rest.


	My culture encourages socialization and recreation for children
	Sometimes parents lay more emphasis on their children working hard to build a bright future and then fail to let their children have enough rest.

	3. 
	
The right to have their basic needs met



	Parents provide for their children until they can take care of themselves.
	None

	4. 
	
The right to quality education.

	Giving their children quality education is one of the primary goals of most parents in my culture.
	Some parents prefer informal education

	5. 
	The right not to be punished in cruel manner.
	Some parents are milled with the manner of punishment given to their children. 
	Most parents believe in harsh punishment.

	6. 
	Right to help from government when poor or in need.




	Community assists talented children who have no sponsor.
	The government sometimes do not care.





  EXERCISE 3:

The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 
· His willingness to devote time for them 
· His recognition of their societal status 
· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritised and protected.

“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
      

              
	

S / N
	
GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	One who is humble as a child is the greatest 
	My culture teaches children to be humble and to remain on that path even when they grow up.
	Some parents now have their subjective definitions of humility which does not correspond to the gospel message.  

	2
	Hospitality towards children 
	My culture is hospitable towards children and travellers or strangers.
	Due to the recent happenings and the level of insecurity, the rate of hospitality has declined.

	3
	The least among them is the greatest 
	My culture recognizes that children have the potential of becoming great.
	Children are sometimes treated without much respect simply because they are still dependent. 

	4
	Respect for children because they are made in the image of God.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]My culture children esteem and appreciate children. 
	Children as sometimes regarded as those who do not have right. 

	5
	Teaching children the way of the lord and drawing closer to Jesus. 
	My culture stresses on proper upbringing of children. 
	Some parents care more and focus on their job while caring less about the upbringing of their children. 
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