DOMINICAN INSTITUTE, IBADAN
Course: TH 320 Reformation
Lecturer: Fr. Benedict Joseph Iwatt
Contact: iwatt.b@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng
Time: 8:15 – 9:05am, 9:05 – 9:55am
OVERVIEW OF THE COURSE
The course on Reformation reviews and attempts to put in proper perspective the historical, social, theological, ecclesiastical events that led to the greatest event of the 16th century, the so-called Protestant reformation. It will delve briefly into the root causes of the break-up of Christendom, examine the champions of the reformation like Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and others. The course will also examine the response of the Catholic Church in the after math of the breakout. 
OBJECTIVE OF THE COURSE
The course aims at enlightening the student on the events of the late medieval centuries which propelled the breakup of the Catholic faith, a faith which was held together firmly by the Petrine ministry of the various Popes for centuries. The student is expected to become conversant with the heretical sects which sprang up all in the name of reforms which at times were birthed through the overzealousness of those who wanted ‘a church of only saints.’ Attention will also be given to the various reforms and an attempt made to distinguish one from the other.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
· Attendance and active participation in the class, reading of the required texts from the selected bibliography. 
· Book review by individual students (a list of books where students can choose from and the lecturer’s expectation for the review will be attached here, and it is due for submission before Dec. 5th, 2022).  (20%)
· Term paper on any aspect of thought of ANY of the reformers (Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Henry VII etc) to be handed in on the last day of classes. (10%)
· The semester examination in February (70%)
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
In the course of working together, the students must shun all forms of intellectual dishonesty which shows itself in plagiarism, copying and submitting same work and cheating in examinations. The students are expected to study this section in the handbook of the Institute.

COURSE OUTLINE
 7th Oct.  – Introductory class, a brief review of events in the 14th/15th centuries in Christendom which prepared the ground for the extreme decay that led to the Reformation. Ecclesia semper reformanda; the senses of the term reform. Why was total reform of the church impossible? Reformatio in capite et in membris.
14th Oct. – introduction to the theme of Reformation. Was it a Reformation or Revolution? Factors which gave rise to the reformation. Social, philosophical, political, ecclesiastical, and theological.
21st Oct. - Impact of the reformation on Christendom and European Society. The new age in Europe and the scrutiny of Scholastic intellectual tradition. Catholic long held doctrines are challenged. Theology of GRACE receives new attention. The QUESTION of how man is saved takes centre stage.
28 Oct. – The University of Paris and the rise of mystical theology anchored on Patristic foundation. Gerson Jean and other contributors. The Papal schism, questioning of papal authority and conciliarism.
4th Nov. – Europe and the Humanists: Humanistic tradition and its precursors (Petrarch, Erasmus, Lorenzo Valla etc) attempt to revive the study of patristic texts, moving away from the scholastics. The seek to go back to the source (Patristics), Revival of classics/art/Patristics. John Wycliff attacks the papacy and the Mass.
11th Nov. – The man Martin Luther and his times: Luther the monk, Luther the professor at Wittenberg, His works (Cf. Course Bibliography), Luther’s 95 theses. Did Luther intend a reformation as it turned out to be? Why did he succeed where others failed? Was Luther a reformer or revolutionary? Lutheranism and the German nation.
18th Nov. – Europe welcomes the revolution (reformation). The reformation spreads across Europe. The Swiss reformation. The man Ulrich Zwingli (1484 – 1531). The Zurich revolt against non-Biblical doctrines. 
25th Nov. – The man John Calvin and his Calvinist sect. Geneva and the establishment of the reformed church. Its features.
2nd Dec. – Reformation comes to England: King Henry VII and the birth of Anglicanism.
9th Dec. – The Council of Trent and Catholic reformation. Was Trent a reform or counter reform council?
16th Dec. – Catholic reforms and its spread: Religious houses as centres of reform.
13 Jan. – Religious orders and the Catholic reformation: the contribution of the Jesuits, Capuchins and others, The re-establishment of the Inquisition.
20th Jan. (last day of lectures) – summary of the course and submission of term paper.

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
PRIMARY SOURCES:
HENRY EYSTER J., Martin Luther, the hero of the Reformation 1483-1546, (London: G.P Putnam & sons, 1899).
LUTHER, M., Works of Martin Luther with Introduction, and notes, Vol. I, (Philadelphia: A.J. Holman company, 1915) online version available. 
LUTHER WORKS/LETTERS
· To the Christian Nobility of the German Nations.
· The Babylonian Captivity of the Church.
· On the Freedom of the Christian Man.
· First Principles of the Reformation.
OTHER WORKS
BOKENKOTTER, T., A Concise History of the Catholic Church, (New York: Image Books, 2005).
BRAD, G., The Unintended Reformation: How a religious revolution secularized society, (London: Harvard University Press, 2012)
CHADWICK, O., The Reformation, (London: Penguin Books, 1990).
CONNOLLY, J., John Gerson: Reformer and Mystic, (Louvain: Librairie universitaire, 1928).
DANIEL-ROPS, H., The Protestant Reformation, Vol I & II, (New York: Doubleday image books edition, 1963).
DEHAAN P., Martin Luther’s 95 Theses: celebrating the Protestant Reformation (2021).
DUFFY, E., A People’s Tragedy: Studies in Reformation, (Bloomsbury continuum, 2020).
EVERETT F., Church History, Vol. I, (Michigan: Zondervan Academic, 2013).
GONZALEZ, J.L., The Story of Christianity, Vol II: the Reformation to present day, (Bravo Ltd, 2010).
HUIZINGA, J., Erasmus, and the Age of Reformation, (New York: Harper torchbooks/The Cloister Library, 1957).
MAcCULLOCH, D., Reformation: Europe’s House Divided 1490-1700, (London: Penguin, 2004).
PARISH, H.L., A short story of The Reformation, (London: I.B. Tauris & Co. Ltd, 2018).
PASCOE, L.B., Jean Gerson: Principle of church reform, (Leiden: 1973).
MARSHALL, P., The Reformation: A very short story
WRIGHT A.D., The Counter-Reformation, (New York: St. martin’s press, 1982)
OTHER IMPORTANT MATERIALS TO READ
The Oxford Illustrated History of the Reformation
Dulles, Averry: True and False Reforms

BOOKS FOR REVIEW (one or two to be chosen by the student to make it three***)
DEHAAN P., Martin Luther’s 95 Theses: celebrating the Protestant Reformation (2021). (154 pages) **
---------------, The Reformation: A Captivating Guide to the Religious Revolution Sparked by Martin Luther and Its Impact on Christianity and the Western Church. (95 pages) *
DUFFY, E., A People’s Tragedy: Studies in Reformation, (Bloomsbury continuum, 2020). (272 pages) **
MARSHALL, P., The Reformation: A very short story (130 pages) *
CONNOLLY, J., John Gerson: Reformer and Mystic (448 pages) ***
BRAD, G., The Unintended Reformation: How a religious revolution secularized society (592 pages) ***
------------    Rebel in the Ranks: Martin Luther, The Reformation, and the conflicts that continue to shape the world, 2017. (304 pages)***
PARISH, H.L., A short story of The Reformation (160 pages) **
INSTRUCTION ON METHOD:
Each book is assigned a number of asterisks (one, two, three or three plus) based on the number of pages; the reading of texts is required for a total of three asterisks.
By 21 October 2022 the student must send an email to the address of the teacher in charge (iwatt.b@dominicaninstitute.edu.ng) indicating the title (or titles) chosen.
The review must have this format:
Biographical notes of the author (relevant for the purpose of understanding the work or the setting given), introduction to the work, motivated personal comment on the method of investigation used by the author, on any limitations of the research or contrary to the contribution provided on the subject, the broadening of horizons, the use of sources and the narrative aspect, a possible comparison with other texts on the same topic.
NB: A summary of the book structured by chapters does not have to be presented, it is not required, and it is not necessary.
Font size: 12, spacing included. 5000-6000 characters.

Fr. Benedict Joseph Iwatt


