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MANDATORY QUESTION
1. About the “Infancy narrative”:
a) Compare Matthew and Luke.
b)  Within this narrative in the First Gospel, how do you interpret the presence of only five women in the genealogy story of Jesus?
	
2. Expose and explain the Christology of Matthew.







Question 1: Introduction 
The Gospel of Matthew is the first book in the New Testament. Its purpose was to defend the faith of Christians on Jesus, the Messiah, against a hostile militant Judaism; and to help Christians to understand the Jewish origin of their faith as well as the ethical implications of Christianity[footnoteRef:2]. The purpose of this essay is to compare the “Infancy narrative” in Matthew and Luke, and to interpret the presence of only five women in the genealogy story of Jesus as recorded in Matthew. In the comparison we shall explore the similarities and differences between the two accounts while, in the interpretation of the feminine presence in the genealogy we shall explore the commonalities of the women and their particular difference in relation to Mary. [2:  Cf. Keith F. Nickle. 2001. The Synoptic Gospels: An Introduction Revised and Expanded. Louisville: Westminister John Knox Press. 121. [Other materials used are from Studies in Matthew (Chp. 6) and Lecture note of 6th May.]] 

In our class lecture on the 6th May, we compared Matthew and Luke and discovered not less than twelve similarities and differences all of which cannot be detailed here for obvious reason. Thus, it will suffice to list the following: The Similarities – Matthew and Luke agree that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18,20; Lk. 1:35); his mother was a virgin (Matt. 1:18,20,23; Lk.1 :27,34) who was betrothed to Joseph (Matt. 1:18; Lk. 1:27, 2:5). Joseph, who was of the lineage of David (Matt.1:16,20; Lk.1:27,2:4), knew beforehand both the fact and cause of Mary's condition (Matt. 1:18-20; Luke 2:5).  The evangelists situate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1; Lk 2:4,6) during the reign of King Herod of Judea (Matt. 2:1; Lk. l:5; 2:1-7). Differences - main characters = Matthew: Joseph, Angel, Magi, Herod while in Luke it includes Zechariah, Gabriel, Elizabeth, Mary, Angels, Shepherds; Secondary ones = Matthew: Mary, Chief Priests, Scribes, Archelaus while in Luke we see Herod, Joseph Caesar. Location of birth = Matthew (House), Luke (stable). Adoration = Matthew (Magi), Luke (Shepherds). Star = Matthew alone. Angels in night sky = Luke alone. Matthew’s account less detail, Luke more detail. 
Scholars gave different interpretation to Matthew’s inclusion of five women in his genealogy story. Some were of the opinion that four of them (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Uriah’s wife) were foreigners and sinners who indulge in dubious sexual activities. Mary is different. Matthew included them to show that Jesus was born to liberate sinners, and he is important for the Gentiles. Among the scholars who sought for what is common among the five women, Brown speaks of “something extraordinary or irregular in their union with their partners”. To make things clearer, Jane Schaberg opines that each of the four women became the mother of a child suspected of having sprung from an illicit affair. Similarly, Mary’s pregnancy in Matt 1:18–25 could be understood in this light. So, Edwin D. Freed thinks that “Matthew included the names of the women to counter the Jewish accusation that Jesus was the illegitimate son of Mary.” Meanwhile, an important element is that they all found themselves in a precarious situation that threatened their position among their people and even their lives because of a special occurrence.
In conclusion, the purpose of Matthew’s gospel as captured in the introduction plays out in this essay especially the aspect of his defense of the Christian faith against the hostile Jews. This explains the four women in genealogy and in tracing Jesus’ descent from David in line with Luke
Question 2: Introduction
Being that Christology is about providing answer to Jesus’ question: “who do you say I am?”, the approach to this question is limitless. Depending on their respective context, the New Testament writers described Jesus differently based on their audience and the message they wished to communicate to them about Jesus in line with their situation. Meanwhile, Jesus is prominent as the one who fulfills God’s saving and covenantal promises in the OT. Hence, he clearly takes the center stage in almost every piece of NT literature, with the apparent exception of James. The task of this essay is to expose and explain Matthew’s Christology.
In a pre-Gospel period, as attested by Paul and the sermons in Acts, the resurrection was the chief moment associated with the divine proclamation of the identity of Jesus. (Brown. 29) But such a view became inadequate as Christians reflected further upon the mystery of Jesus' identity; and by the time the Gospels were written (beginning in the 60s), a more developed view was dominant whereby Jesus was seen already to have been the Messiah and Son of God during his ministry, so that the resurrection simply revealed more publicly what was there all the time (Brown. 30). In this light, there are confessions of Jesus as God's Son in Matthew (14:33; 16:16).[footnoteRef:3] Mathew also continues the traditional Resurrection Christology. It is the resurrection that fastens the Christ humiliated and the Christ returning in glory, and produces continuity. [3:  Cf. Raymond E. Brown, S.S. 1993. The birth of the Messiah: a commentary on the infancy narratives
in Matthew and Luke. New York: Doubleday. 29–31. [Other materials used here are the Lecture notes of N.T. theology]] 

Matthew’s Christology is centered on Jesus as the Royal Messiah and Immanuel. He begins with a genealogy (Matt. 1:1–17), emphasizing that Jesus is the son of David and the son of Abraham. He is the son of David, in whom the history of Israel is fulfilled. This note of David‘s son-ship is sounded with some frequency in the Gospel. It is used by blind men on two occasions (9:27; 20:30), but by the woman of Canaan (15:22), the crowds as Jesus entered Jerusalem (21:9), and the children in the Temple (21:15). Meanwhile, the significance of the son is relayed in the promise that “he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). Matthew clearly thinks that this word is fulfilled in the death of Jesus, where his blood is poured out covenantally for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:28; cf. 20:28). The fulfillment theme in Matthew demonstrates that OT prophecy anticipated and pointed toward Jesus. He is the king of the Jews and the Messiah, for he was, as prophesied by Micah 5:1-2, born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1–6). He is Lord (8:25).
Conclusion
Christology is the study of Christ: his person, nature, and work. Some of the Christological titles in Matthew include Son of David, the son of Abraham (1:1); Christ/Messiah (1:16; 16:16); Son of God (2:15; 14:33; 16:16; 27:54); Son of man (16:13, 27, 28; 17:9, 12); Shepherd (25:32). Based on these Christological titles (one of which identifies Jesus as God) believers consider Christology as theology. Matthew’s Christology is “didascal”: it focuses more on the ministry and teachings of the earthly Jesus. Meanwhile, the key Christological title in Matthew is Jesus as the Son of David, that is, the promised Messiah who fulfils the Old Testament prophecies.
