Dominican Institute, Ibadan, Oyo State


TH 470 – Theology of the Holy Spirit
First Semester 2020
Thursday 10:15am – 1:40pm
Instructor: Fr. Francis Adedara
fradedara@gmail.com

Required Texts:
St. Basil, De Spiritu Sancto
Gregory of Nyssa, Against Eunomius, Book I, 13-23
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Holy Spirit: Against the Followers of Macedonius
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Holy Spirit, and of the Godhead of the Holy Spirit to Eustathius I
Gregory Nazianzen, The Fifth Theological Oration
Augustine, De Trinitate
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae
Yves Congar, I Believe in the Holy Spirit
Gilles Emery, The Trinitarian Theology of St. Thomas Aquinas, translated by Francesca Aran Murphy (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), 219-297
Catechism of the Catholic Church
The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition

Course Description
This Course examines and treats the place and significance of the Holy Spirit in the overall doctrine of the Trinity.  In studying the relation of the Holy Spirit, third Person of the Trinity, to the Father and the Son, and highlighting the divinity of the Holy Spirit, the Course treats the unity of essence and distinction of Persons in God.  It critically looks at some of the issues in the early Trinitarian heresies concerning the divinity of the Holy Spirit.  In considering Procession in God, the course looks at how the second Person of the Trinity is distinct from the Holy Spirit.  It also studies the proper understanding of Charisms and Gifts of the Holy Spirit in response to certain Phenomena of Pentecostalism.
  
Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students:
-  Would have gained a basic working knowledge of the vocabulary, terminology, and language used in Trinitarian doctrine, and especially the language of unity and distinction in God
-  Would have acquired some theological understanding of the issues of the divinity of the Holy Spirit and relations in God
-  Would be able to think and speak with some facility about the essential teachings concerning and major questions surrounding a theological understanding of the Person of the Holy Spirit.
-  Would be able to respond intelligently to certain contemporary issues concerning the gifts and workings of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian, and the challenges of Pentecostalism. 

Required Course Work
-  Students are required to read class reading assignments with great care and to prepare specific questions on the subjects.
-  Students are required to participate regularly in the Class discussion of reading materials.
-  Each student is required to make a class presentation of specific assignment in the course of the semester.
-  Students are required to write a ten paged paper on a subject that has direct and specific relevance to the course of study.

Grading 
Though it should go without saying, students ought to recognize that they enter an academic course at the beginning of a semester without a pre-established or even a default grade for that course.  Practically speaking, this means that on the first day of the semester the student is neither acing nor failing the course in which he has just enrolled.  He neither has to dig himself out of some pre-existing hole into which he now finds himself nor attempt to ward off any looming deterioration of a pre-existing perfect grade.  On the contrary, he begins the course with a zero or, to put it more inspiringly, with a clean slate.  Students should therefore recognize that their subsequent activities in the course, e.g., their reading, in-class participation, papers, and exams, work to contribute to the final grade they will receive in the course.  Thus, Class participation, research paper, and final examination will make up the final grade for the course.


Class Schedule and Reading Assignments

WEEK 1
Course Introduction
-  Profession of the Christian Faith 
-  Belief in the Holy Spirit (CCC 687-701)	
-  The Holy Spirit and the Church (731-741)
Readings:
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 687-701
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 731-741

WEEK 2
Concerning the divinity of the Holy Spirit and Early Trinitarian Heresies
Readings:
Gregory of Nyssa, Against Eunomius, Book 1, 13 - 23
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Holy Spirit: Against the Followers of Macedonius
Gregory of Nyssa, On the Holy Trinity, and of the Godhead of the Holy Spirit to Eustathius

WEEK 3
Divinity of the Holy Spirit and early Trinitarian Heresies Continued
Readings:
Basil, On the Spirit 

WEEK 4
Divinity of the Holy Spirit and early Trinitarian Heresies continued
Readings:
Gregory Nazianzen, The Fifth Theological Oration

WEEK 5
Divine Processions
-  Processions made known by external missions
-  Processions do not imply inferiority
-  Processions in God are eternal
- What is Procession in God?
- Distinction of the two Eternal Processions in God
	- Procession of the Word
	- Procession of the Holy Spirit
Readings:
St. Augustine, De Trinitate, II, 7-10; IV, 25-29; XV, 46-50
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae I, q. 27

WEEK 6
Divine Relations
-  Are there real relations in God?
-  Is relation the same as essence in God?
-  Are relations in God distinguished from each other?
-  How many relations are in God?
Divine Persons, Substantive and Relative Predications
Readings:
Summa Theologiae I, q. 28
St. Augustine, De Trinitate, V, 1-17

WEEK 7
Divine Persons Continued
- “Person” and Relation
-  Plurality of Persons in God
Readings:
Summa Theologiae I, qq. 29 -31

WEEK 8
Person of the Holy Spirit
-  Does the Holy Spirit proceed from the Son?
-  Does the Holy Spirit proceed from the Father through the Son?
-  Whether the Father and the Son are the One Principle of the Holy Spirit?
-  Name of the Holy Spirit – “Love” and “Gift”
Readings:
Summa Theologiae I, qq. 36 – 38
Gilles Emery, The Trinitarian Theology of St. Thomas Aquinas, chapters 10 and 11

WEEK 9
The Holy Spirit in the History of Christianity
· Experience of the Holy Spirit in the Early Church
· Towards a Theology and Dogma of the Third Person
· The theme of the Holy Spirit as the Mutual Love of the Father and the Son
Readings:
Yves Congar, I Believe in the Holy Spirit, Vol. 1, pp. 65-92

WEEK 10
The Holy Spirit in Protestantism and Catholicism
· Pneumatology in the History of Protestantism
· Place of the Holy Spirit in Catholicism since the Counter Reformation
· The Pneumatology of the Vatican II
Readings:
Yves Congar, I Believe in the Holy Spirit, Vol. 1, pp. 138-174ff

WEEK 11
The Holy Spirit, Charisms and Gifts
-  Phenomenon of “Holy Ghost fire”
-  Speaking in Tongues (“Glossolalia”)
Readings:
1 Corinthians 12 – 14

WEEK 12
The Challenges of Pentecostalism
-  Pentecostal Spirituality
-  Authority and Doctrine
Readings:
Joseph Kenny, “Authority in Pentecostalism: Comparative Theological Perspectives” in Tradition and Compromises: Essays on the Challenge of Pentecostalism, Aquinas Day Series 2, a publication of the Michael J. Dempsey Centre for Religious and Social Research, Dominican Institute, Ibadan, 2004, pp. 1-4
Emeka Nwosuh, “Pentecostalism: The New Face of a Christian Spirituality” in Tradition and Compromises: Essays on the Challenge of Pentecostalism, pp. 90-110
Anthony Akinwale, “Christianity without Memory: An Evaluation of Pentecostalism in Response to Emeka Nwosuh” in Tradition and Compromises: Essays on the Challenge of Pentecostalism, pp. 111-123
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