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Course Description and Objective
Canon Law is the Church’s fundamental legislative document that is based on the juridical and legislative heritage of revelation and tradition. It is an “essential instrument for the preservation of right order, both in individual and social life and in the Church’s zeal” (St. John Paul II, Apostolic Constitution, Sacrae disciplinae legis, January 25, 1983). 
Law is an instrument that is indispensable in every society for a peaceful, orderly, and harmonious cohabitation based on justice. In the Church as a visible society of Divine origin with supernatural goal, law is required not only for peaceful and orderly interpersonal relationship among the faithful, but for them to attain salvation of their souls. Hence, canon 1752 states that salvation of souls “must always be the supreme law.” 
The goal of this course is to help students acquire the knowledge of the development of Canon Law and to understand the norms of the first book of the Code titled the “General Norms.” The course starts with an introductory remark on the notion of the Church, notion of Canon Law, its importance, and functions followed by the exposition of the four major periods in the history of Canon Law, its sources and literary forms. In the study of the General Norms, the main points to be discussed are:  the notion of ecclesiastical law, its promulgation and efficacy, custom, general executory decree, singular administrative acts, physical and juridical persons in the Church, the concept of juridical act and its validity, power of governance, ordinary power, delegated power, habitual faculties, the concept of ordinary and local ordinary, ecclesiastical office, prescription and Reckoning of Time.
Requirements
1. There will be continuous assessment of students’ ability to understand what is being taught by giving home assignment and presentation to be done in the class. 
1. Each student is to write a term paper to be submitted latest December 18. Topic for the essay will be assigned to the students.
1. Students are to acknowledge adequately the sources used in their research work to avoid the crime of plagiarism which is punishable with adequate disciplinary measures.
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Course Outline
Week 1        Development of Canon Law
                          * In the First Millennium
                          * In the Classical Period
                          * In the Modern Era
                          * In the Contemporary Period
                          * Sources of Canon Law
                          * Literary Forms in Canon Law

Week 2             Ecclesiastical Law
    * Definition 
    * Types 
    * Characteristics 
    * Division (Universal and Particular Law)
    * Legislators in the Church (General and Particular Legislators)
    * Passive Subjects of Ecclesiastical Law
    * Goals of Ecclesiastical Law
    * Effects and Obligatory Nature of Ecclesiastical Law
                      * Interpretation
Week 3              Promulgation of Ecclesiastical Law
                      * Concept of Promulgation
        * Necessity of Promulgation
                      * Mode of Promulgation 
                       Efficacy and Vacancy of Law
    * Notion
    * Time of Vacancy for Universal Law
    * Time of Vacancy for Particular Law
    * Passive Subjects of Ecclesiastical Law and Conditioning Circumstances
    * Lacunae Legis 
    * Revoking of Ecclesiastical Law 
Week 4              Custom
                       * Custom and Interpretation of Law
                       * Revoking of Custom
                       General Decree and Instruction
     * Competent Authority 
     * Formality
     * Goal
Week 5               General Executive Decree
                        * Competent Authority
                        * Passive Subjects
                        * Formality
      * Goal
      * Limit
      * Cessation
     Singular Administrative Decree
     * Notion
     * Interpretation
     * Form
     * Nullity
     * Valid Execution
     * Cessation
Week 6          Singular Decree and Precept
                       * Competent Authority
                       * Goal
                       Rescript
                       * Competent Authority
 * Validity
 * Duration
Week 7              Privilege
                          * Notion
                       * Motivation
                       * Competent authority
                       * Mode of Acquisition
                       * Interpretation
                       * Duration

Week 8             Dispensation
    * Competent Authority
    * Motivation
    * Passive Subject	
    * Interpretation
    * Cessation
    Statutes and Regulation
   * Notion
                        * Passive Subject
                        * Content

Week 9            Physical and Juridical Persons
                       * The Concept of Person in the Church
  * Physical Persons
  * Juridical Persons
   Juridical Act
   * Notion
   * Division
   * Validity and Invalidity
Week 10        Power of Governance
    * Notion
    * Ambit of Act of Governance
    * Juridical Effects
    Ordinary Power
    * Distinction (Legislative, Judicial and Executive)
    * Proper Ordinary Power
    * Vicarious Ordinary Power
    Ordinary and Local Ordinary
    * Concept
    * Delegated Power
    * Hierarchical Relationship between Superior and Subject

Week 11          Ecclesiastical Office
                       * Nature
                       *Notion
                       * Constitutive Elements
                       * Goal
                       Provision of Ecclesiastical Office
   * Notion
   * Necessity
   * Competent Authority
   * Mode of Provision
   * Valid and Invalid Provision
   * Subjective Suitability (Physical, Moral, and Intellectual Qualities)
   Loss of Ecclesiastical Office
   * Causes
   * Maintenance of Person Removed from Office
Week 12          Prescription
                       * Notion
  * Requirement for Validity
  * Materials not Subject to Prescription
[bookmark: _GoBack]   Reckoning of Time
   * Notion of Continuous and Canonical Time
   * Unity of Time
   * Measure of Time
Week 13              Review
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