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Catholic Social Teachings Class Discussions
1) Why does the church get caught up in political and economic issues that others should be dealing with instead of doing the one thing the Church is supposed to do, serve the spiritual dimension of life?

2) What is the ‘Goal’ of Catholic Social Teaching? And why does the church give us these Social Teachings?

3) Is Catholic Social Teaching Only for Catholics?

[bookmark: _GoBack]4) Imagine a second scenario. An armed gang visits a family, rapes the mother and her daughter. Eventually both were found to be pregnant. Knowing full well, the psychological trauma that such will bring to the family, will you advocate for abortion? What about the case where a father sleeps with his daughter and she eventually becomes pregnant. Will you advocate for abortion?

5) Some current social issues to be considered are health care, war, immigration, racism, poverty, globalization, capital punishment, mass media, workplace justice, and the environment.  Catholic Social Teaching is a “secret” to most Catholics and remains a “secret” if we do not put it into practice. 
Given the scope and urgency of the many current social issues, how can we further educate Catholics about Catholic Social Teaching so they can put it into practice? 
6) When does the fetus develop into a person?
 7)  Who should get priority in organ donation? (the nearest to death, the one with the best chance of life, the first on the waiting list, the richest, the most important?)
 8) Should a physician withhold information from a patient? And if a lie is beneficial to a patient, can the physician lie? 
9) Is it morally okay to cut down trees and use them to build houses for shelter or for firewood to use for cooking knowing full well that it will harm the environment by causing climate change, soil erosion, increase global warming and so on?

10) What is the remedy for the gap between the rich and poor to help promote justice and equality?

11) Imagine a situation were a couple is newly married and the man is a medical doctor working at the hospital and at the cause of his duty, he contacted HIV/AIDS from his patients. If he sleeps with his wife, he will likely transfer the disease to her. The couple comes to you requesting if they can use contraceptives but they are not sure since the church opposes the use of contraception. How would you respond to this situation?

12) You are a very skilled doctor with five dying patients, each of whom needs a different organ in order to live. Unfortunately, there are no organs available to perform any of the transplants. It just so happens that you have a sixth dying patient, suffering from a fatal illness, who will die sooner than the other five if not treated. If this sixth patient dies, you will be able to use his organs to save the five other patients. However, you have a medicine you can give to this sixth patient that will cure his illness and he won’t die. Would you: 

* The fetus does not develop into a person. Instead, it develops as a person. 
