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Summary of a survey of recent New Testament theologies written by Dr.Wendel Sun.
The article surveys some important recent contributions of some authors to New Testament Theology written by Dr. Wendel. As he noted, such recent contributions have been diverse in style as well as approach, however with a common feature which is the attention that the authors all gave to the unity and diversity of the NTT. Such diverse approaches inevitably influenced their results and conclusions respectively, especially in relation to the issue of unity and diversity of NTT. While it is yet to be proven of any strict particular approach to do NTT, some approaches have proven to be better than the others. Each approach however has its own uniqueness. In order to make that argument, I will attempt below a brief summary on the treatment of unity and diversity found in each as recorded by Dr. wendel.
Marshall in his work New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel focuses on the exposition of the theology of each book of the NT. He begins with diversity and moves toward unity; his basic approach is to summarize the unique theological themes of each NT document and only then to show the basic lines of theological unity that span the canon, pushing beyond the writings themselves to the underlying history and experience of the writers. For him, the various strands of NTT are tied together by the concept of mission. In short, Marshall argues that all the NT writers shared a common faith and a common purpose, the belief that the Messiah had come for the whole world
Thielman’s primary concern in his work Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and
Synthetic Approach is to allow each book of the NT to speak for itself, thereby highlighting its unique theological contributions. Like Marshall, he is concerned to defend the uniqueness of each of the NT documents while at the same time demonstrating a fundamental unity across the NT canon. Though his approach is book-by-book, his method differs from Marshall’s in that he gives more attention to historical background and works through each book section-by-section in order to summarize its theological contents.
J Matera on the other hand in his work New Testament Theology: Exploring Diversity and Unity, rejecting a purely historical approach argues that NTT should seek to provide a theological interpretation of the New Testament that integrates and relates the diverse theologies of the New Testament into a unified whole without harmonizing them. He writes, “Inasmuch as the church identified these particular writings as Scriptures that witness to God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ, the unity of the New Testament is a presupposition of faith.” Nevertheless, believing scholars must move beyond presupposition to proof, confirming this unity through careful study of the NT in an example of faith seeking to understand what it believes.
Schreiner in New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ opts for a thematic approach, arguing that this will aid in understanding both the overall unity of the NT and the individual contributions of its authors. To him, the thematic presentation of NTT can be more strictly called NT theology because from the outset, it aims to explain the theology of the entire NT. Schreiner argues further that NT theology is God-focused, Christ-centered, and Spirit-saturated, but the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit must be understood along a salvation-historical timeline. Hence, he takes a redemptive-historical approach to NTT. 
From his work Theology of the New Testament, Schnelle’s overall structure is unique as well in that it deals with historical, thematic, and theological concerns in the context of a modified book-by-book analysis. For Schnelle, “the task of a theology of the New Testament is to apprehend the NT authors’ achievements of meaning-formation and to present them in their theological, literary, and history-of religion dimensions. Thus, his structure cannot be termed either thematic or book-by-book. Rather, it follows his understanding of the task: to apprehend and appropriate the meaning-formation of the NT writers, which developed over time and in response to specific historical circumstances.
G. K. Beale as shown in his work A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New has dedicated much of his scholarly effort to the study of the use of the OT in the NT and the theological implications of such use. For him, the theological unity of the Bible is to be found in its storyline. Broadly speaking, his approach is to identify the fundamental storylines of the OT and the NT and then to show how that of the NT is founded upon, flows out of, and transforms that of the OT.  He uses the narrative concept to provide a structure around which he details the theological nature of the NT text. 
Conclusion 
Just like Dr. Wendel would recommend, future studies should attend to this issue of unity and diversity in a more comprehensive way, beginning with exegesis that gives attention to the unique contribution of each NT document. Such exegetical should not only avoid blunting diversity but should be historically grounded and as well take into account the canonical context of each NT book, while as well giving careful attention to the use of the OT in the NT.
