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THE REVIEW OF THE BOOK “THE UNINTENDED REFORMATION: HOW A RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION SECULARIZED SOCIETY”
This book was written by a historian Brad S. Gregory[footnoteRef:1], he is a contemporary writer. Brad S. Gregory is Professor of History and Dorothy G. Griffin Collegiate Chair at the University of Notre Dame, where he has taught since 2003. From 1996-2003 he taught at Stanford University, where he received early tenure in 2001. He specializes in the history of Christianity in Europe during the Reformation era and on the long-term influence of the Reformation era on the modern world. Before teaching at Stanford, he earned his Ph.D. in history at Princeton University (1996) and was a Junior Fellow in the Harvard Society of Fellows (1994-96). He also has two degrees in philosophy from the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium (1984, 1987) as well as an M.A. in history from the University of Arizona (1989). This book entitled “THE UNINTENDED REFORMATION: HOW A RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION SECULARIZED SOCIETY “, it is his recently work published in 2012.  [1:  https://ndias.nd.edu/fellows/gregory-brad-s/ (about the biography of the author)

] 

This book underlined some traces of what happened in the history of the Church from the fifteen Century about the Reformation. He showed the consequences of reformation until today, when he analyses the society of that time of reformation and his observation to what is happening today, in the occident society, even in whole world, he concludes that we are living the secularization rooted on the reformation. The consequences are touching everybody, even non- believers.	Comment by Benedict Iwatt: Western society???
Before to make a general analysis of this book, the method and its content, we want to summarize this book.
The first greatest consequence observed by the author in this book is showed in his words: “Finally, I am concerned about the blithe and incoherent denial of the category of truth in the domains of human morality, values, and meaning among many academics. It is frequently alleged that all human meaning, morality, and values can be nothing more than whatever human beings of different times and cultures subjectively and contingently construct for themselves, or at least that we cannot know whether any among them might be more than this. Consistently to abandon truth requires that one stop making assertions or arguments.) Instead of seeking to advance exclusive and particularistic and divisive truth claims, it is said, we should (note the normative imperative) promote toleration and diversity. But not all diversity. Racism, sexism, and violence, for example, are bad, and so are not to be tolerated. But “bad” is a moral category. So we need a moral cri- terion to distinguish good diversity and toleration from bad diversity and toleration. But morality has already been relegated to the realm of subjective and contingent constructions“. This element shows us that the human society has adopted another way of living where values are seen as subjective realities, it means God as ultimate Truth is also subjective. God is dethroned and man is putting in the centre. This is a big danger for the society of that time until today. The second consequence is the negligence towards the richness of faith, many philosophical movements were born and denied the truth revealed in the Bible, many people wanted to privilege the human reason as it is able to reach to the truth alone. This situation was influenced by the protestant reformation and modern philosophy. He stated another big issue which was observed, it was the issue caused by those who Chritians who rejected the Roman church, only politically supported forms of Protestantism were able to have a wide, lasting influence alongside Catholic regimes in the early modern period. The churches were controlled henceforth, and individual religious freedom was disappeared to let the place to religion’s privatization. It had been a big issue for morality, because the transition is traced from medieval Christianity’s ethics of the good to modern liberalism’s formal ethics of rights via the disagree- ments and disruptions about the Christian good during the Reformation era. Because Christian socio-ecclesial divisions reflected disputes about the good and its implications for human life, modern moral and political dis- course transformed the traditional discourse on rights and left determina- tion of the good up to individuals whose rights the state would protect. From the Middle Ages through the Renaissance to the seventeenth-century Dutch Republic and the Industrial Revolution, forged an ideology and related practices that dominate Western modernity and increasingly, through globalization, the world. Catholics and Protestants alike built on trends that antedated the Reformation and decided to go shopping instead of continuing to fight about religion, thus permitting their self-colonization by capitalism in the industrious revolution. The confessionalization of universities in the Reformation era included a privileging of theology that insulated theologians from new knowledge, the pursuit of which increasingly migrated outside universities in early modern Europe. knowledge-making was centralized in research universities, theology progressively marginalized, and knowledge increasingly secularized, a process that was essentially complete by the early twentieth century except among Catholic universities.
My personal analysis about the author, the method and the content: First of all, I did not finish all book by reading word by word or analysis his thought. But I have understood the major points listed in this book. I would like to start by showing the appreciation of the author based on his method: “analytic method”. By this method, the author found the motivations of his wonderful research by analyzing what happened in this history of the world. From there, he made a beautiful connection to what the world is suffering today in all domain. But also, I would like to make a comment about this connection of the past and the present. Personally, I saw that he exaggerated by saying that what we are living today has been rooted in the period of reformation. I can say “yes and no”, Yes because they are some elements which he mentioned and show that the disorder of reformation has been a cross not only for people of that time but also for us who are living twenty- First Century. But when, he said that the consequences of reformation affected whole world and, in all domains, I can say no: why? Because, if I suppose that this reformation did not happen, can we say that now we could be the blessed men and women of all times? We could say that these evil ideas, atheism, secularization, and all that before the reformation were not there? Without doubt, before reformation in the society and within the Church, we have learnt that disorder was reigning. 
Another aspect, as historian, he took more the events which happened and analyzed them with the eyes of history. But, the matter of faith, is not enough to say about history because the Divine providence which the plan with which God uses to direct and organize everything in the universe, knew what was going to happen, they are not only men and women who have influence to what is happening in the world because they are not masters of this world. The author showed only the aspect of the human action. I thank him because as said John Noonan: “Looking intently at the past can improve our present vision.”
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