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Main View of the Encyclical
	In 1891, Pope Leo XIII issued the encyclical letter Rerum Novarum on the condition of the workers. The Encyclical is on the poor and on the terrible conditions to which the new and violent process of industrialization has reduced the people. For this, it endeavored to set out the responsibilities of labor, capital producers, government, and citizens to achieve justice and free market creativity and production. The guiding principle of Pope Leo’s Encyclical was a correct view of human beings and of their unique value, inasmuch as the human person is the only creature on which God has imprinted his own image and likeness. Again, Pope Leo’s Encyclical condemned the Marxist socialism as well as the unrestrained capitalism that inordinately promoted the rights of individuals and private property. Therefore, Leo XIII criticizes both capitalism for its tendency toward greed, concentration of wealth, and mistreatment of workers, as well as socialism, for what he understood as a rejection of private property. Further, the Pope upholded the individuals’ right to own private property but also noted the role of the state in facilitating the distributive justice so that workers can adequately support their families and some day own property of their own. For Leo XIII, the poor “have a claim to special consideration” (no. 37). Thus, this Encyclical should be seen as the founding document of Catholic social teaching. 
Characteristics of the Encyclical
Rerum novarum responded to the changes that appeared:
· In the sphere of politics: New conception of society which was divided into two classes (Class of the poor and class of the rich/noble) that brought new freedoms but also new forms of injustice and servitude.
· In the sphere of economics: New structure for the production of consumer goods, new form of property in which capitalism appeared, a new form of labor for wages, the changing relationship between employers and workers
· In the sphere of science and technology in which appeared many ideologies that influences human beings.
Pope Leo XIII intervened in his Encyclical in order to deal with the conditions of the workers,  social conflict, socialism and communism or Marxism, industrialization. Rerum Novarum proclaimed the fundamental conditions for justice in the economic and social situation of the time. In the Encyclical, the pope declared that the role of the state is to promote justice through the protection of rights, while the Church must speak out on social issues in order to teach correct social principles and ensure class harmony rather than class conflict. In effect, the Pope pointed out in his Encyclical that to teach and to spread social doctrine is a part of evangelization for the sake of Christian message in the life of society. This will help to direct the world towards salvation. Hence, the Encyclical dealt with the conflicts that arise in social and economic life.
The Encyclical highlight the dignity and rights of the workers: 
· Dignity of the workers is defined as to exert oneself for the sake of procuring what is necessary for the various purposes of life, and first of all for self-preservation that belongs to the individual’s free use of his own abilities and energy. In the domain of the dignity of the workers, the work has a social dimension through its intimate to the family and also to the common good.
· Rights of the workers: work is a vocation of every person and he/she expresses and fulfill himself/herself by working; Private property:  Private ownership is the natural right of man, and to exercise that right, especially as members of society, is both lawful and absolutely necessary. It is lawful“ says St. Thomas Aquinas, ‘for a man to hold private property; and it is also necessary for the carrying on of human existence’”(Cf. n.22-23); Private association. This right is as well as the inalienable and proper to the human person. It is said the right to establish professional associations of employers and workers. It is through this right that trade union  in the society; Right to the limitations of working hours: this is the right to legitimate rest and the right of children and women to be treated differently with regard to the type and duration of their work; Right to a just wage and reasonable working conditions even at the workplace; Right to discharge freely one’s religious duties: The pope affirms the need for Sunday rest so that people may turn their thought to God. No one can take away the human right to worship the almighty God.
· Further, the Encyclical prescribed also the fundamental duties of the workers as follows: never to injure the property, nor to outrage the person, of an employer; never to resort to violence in defending their own cause, nor to engage in riot or disorder; and, finally, to have nothing to do with men of evil principles who cleverly excite foolish hopes and overpromise. 
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