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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION
It is not always easy to be good and do the right thing. That is why we need the moral virtues - prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance – to guide us to lead a life characterized by self-control, altruism and good acts. This course would attempt to explore the nature, role and necessity of the moral virtues and their sub-virtues as principles of character formation and moral perfection in the theology of Thomas Aquinas, and in light of contemporary commentaries. It will also examine how to avoid their contrary vices. Emphasis will be placed on the understanding of the virtues, and their practical implications and lack thereof.
At the end of the course, the students will be required to:
•	Understand the place and importance of the virtues in Aquinas’s moral theology.
•	Understand and define the moral virtues and list their sub-virtues and contrary vices.
•	Understand the difference between the theological, moral and intellectual virtues.
•	Understand the importance of moral virtues for moral growth and perfection and their practical applications both in the teachings of Aquinas and contemporary authors.


	1. LECTURE PROCEDURES
· All students are expected to gain mastery of the Institute’s E-class platform. 
· All necessary technical issues should be resolved before the commencement of classes.
· All distractions should be avoided during the classes.
· Lectures should not be recorded without the express permission of the lecturer. 
· Students are required to prepare for the classes by reading assigned and relevant texts.

	1. ACADEMIC HONESTY 	
· Honesty, assiduous work and integrity are required of all students.
· Assignments should be the result of the efforts of individual students and they should be submitted as at when due. 
· The Institute’s code of academic conducts especially as regards plagiarism and all forms of academic dishonesty will be strictly observed in this course. 

	1. COURSE REQUIREMENT
· Class attendance and active participation is highly encouraged. Absence from class should be communicated prior to the day and time of the class. 
· Students are required to write an essay on the following topic: 
Address one of the following moral problems (alcoholism, adultery, stealing, lying, greediness, anger etc.) with one or more of the moral virtues or sub-virtues showing an understanding of the problem, the required virtue(s) to overcome the problem and its (their) practical application(s).
· The essay should be 5-10pages, 1.5 line spacing with Times New Roman. The essay should be submitted on or before 18:00 on 04 January 2021.
· The essay should reflect adequate research, a sound understanding of the specific moral problem and virtue(s), and the practical applications of the virtue(s).
· Students will be expected to take an examination at the end of the course in a format that will be communicated later.

	1. EVALUATION PROCEDURES
· Grades are a measure of demonstrated competence as well as the students’ effort.  
· A summary of evaluation methods and their weights are as follows:
· 10%           Class Participation 
· 30%	Class Essay
· 60%	Exams
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CALENDAR 
	Dates
	Topic
	Readings

	Lecture 1
05 October
	- Introduction
- Virtue in Aquinas’s moral theology 
- Virtue in the schema of the Summa.
	Syllabus; ST I-II, Torrell, p.17-62; Pinckaers, Morality, p.7-62,
Macintyre, p.109-180.

	Lecture 2
12 October
	- What is virtue?
- Theological, moral and intellectual virtues 
- Acquired and Infused virtues
- Pagan Virtue
	ST I-II qq. 49, 57-62, Austin, p.3-71, Pinckaers, Reader, p. 288-303, Cessario, Moral Virtues, p.12-71, Decosimo, p. 106-136.

	Lecture 3
19 October
	- Characteristics of virtue
	ST I-II qq. 50-56, 63-67, Cessario, Moral Virtues, p.94-125, McHugh and Callan, p. 53-60, Jone, p. 111-116.

	
	
	

	Lecture 4
26 October
	- Gifts, beatitudes and fruits of the Holy Spirit
- Grace and moral transformation
- Necessity of the virtues
- The contrary of virtues – sin and vices
	ST I-II qq. 68-71, 109, Elders, p. 171-196, Cessario, Intro…, p. 149-212, Garrigou-Lagrange, p. 41-109, Decosimo, p. 239-252.

	
	
	

	Lecture 5
02 November
	- Prudence in general and its parts
- Prudence and the gift of counsel
- Precepts that pertains to prudence
- Vices contrary to prudence
	ST II-II qq. 47-56, Mattison, p. 95-133, Cessario, The Virtues, p. 99-126,
Pieper, p. 3-42, Elders, p. 229-238.

	
	
	

	Lecture 6
09 November
	- Justice in general
- Parts of justice
	ST II-II qq. 57-62,
Cessario, The Virtues, p. 127-156.

	
	
	

	Lecture 7
16 November
	- Justice and its sub-virtues
	ST II-II qq. 63-78, Pieper, p. 43-116, Mattison, p. 134-179.

	Lecture 8
23 November
	- Vices contrary to justice
- Gift and precepts of justice
	ST II-II qq. 80-122, Ashley, p. 380-422, Elders, p. 239-270.

	
	
	

	Lecture 9
30 November
	- Fortitude in general
- Sub-virtues of fortitude
	ST II-II qq. 123-140, Pieper, p. 115-142, Mattison, p. 180-194, Elders, p. 271-278.

	
	
	

	Lecture 10
07 December
	- Sub-virtues of fortitude
- Vice and precepts of fortitude
	ST II-II qq.123-140, Titus, p. 267-299,
Cessario, The Virtue, p. 157-176.

	14 Dec – 3 Jan
	No Classes
	Christmas and New Year Break

	Lecture 11
11 January
	- Temperance in general
- Sub-virtues of temperance
	ST II-II qq. 141-170, Mattison, p. 75-95, 333-363, Pieper, p. 143-206, Elders, p. 279-296.

	
	
	

	Lecture 12
18 January
	- Vices contrary to temperance
- Precepts of temperance
	ST II-II qq. 141-170, Cessario, The Virtue, p. 177-197, Ashley, p. 177-246.
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