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The Encyclical Letter titled Rerum Novarum was written by Pope Leo XIII and published on the 15th of May, 1891. This letter was addressed to all the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishop, Bishop and all other leaders of religious communities having communion and peace with the Apostolic See. In it the Pope was inviting them to join their voices and to speak in favor of the workers, regarding the situation of the relationship between the employers and the employee. The new revolutionary change did not affect the political aspect of the world in that time, but also the economical aspect. in fact, ‘‘new development in industry, new techniques striking out on new paths, changed relations of employer and employee, abounding wealth among a very small number and destitution among the masse, increase self-reliance on the part of workers as well as a closer bond of union with one and other, and in addition to all this, a decline in morals have caused conflict to break forth’’ (n.1). Regarding all these problems, but most especially, regarding the problem of the condition of workers, the Pope invites his brethren ‘‘to treat the entire question thoroughly in other that the principles may stand out in clear light, and the conflict may thereby be brought to an end as required by truth and equity’’ (n.3).
Pope Leo XIII recognize that is difficult to fix the boundaries of the rights and duties within which the rich and the proletariat have to be limited in relation to each other, but yet he emphasized that the poor must be cared for, since the majority of them live undeservedly in miserable and wretched conditions (cf. n.5), since there is no law that defend the workers against the inhumanity of employers. As solution to the problem that the majority is becoming poor and the minority is becoming reach more and more, the Socialists propos communism, so that the wealth and benefits will be divided equally among the citizens. For the Pope, this remedy is against justice; is against the right of personal possession of human, a right that was given by God to the humanity since creation. As men have different capacities and talents, so in a society men must aloud to hold different and individual properties. As a response to the point of view of the socialist, the Pope proposes a relation of complementarily between the two classes (the masters and the laborers, the rich and the poor), since neither capital can do without labor, nor labor without capital, each one having her duties (cf. nn. 30-32).
Despite the fact that the Church is there always to promote justice, pope Leo XIII also remains the leaders of the States one important duty of theirs, that of promoting justice and equity. In other words, the Pope demands the leaders to devote themselves to improve the condition of workers, who are the ones making the State to improve (cf. n.51). He says: ‘‘public authority ought to exercise due care in safeguarding the well-being and the interest of the non-owning workers. Unless this is done, justice, which commands that everyone be given his own, will be violated’’ (n.49). It is important to mention that the Pope does not mean that care must be take only for the workers/the poor, but rather care must be take to every citizen; just that special consideration must be given to the week and the poor, since the rich has the means to protect himself, but the poor, to protect himself, relies on the State.
As we mentioned before, in other words the aim of this encyclical letter is to involve everybody   for the amelioration of the condition of the workers. As the Pope says, is a subject of bitter controversy, which has to be resolve in accordance with reason. But this will be possible only if the Christian workers, ‘‘united in associations and under wise leaders, they enter upon the path which their fathers and their ancestors followed for their own best welfare as well as that of the State’’ (n.81). The Pope remains everyone his duties. He says that ‘‘let those in charge of the States make use of the provision afforded by laws and institutions; let the rich and employers be mindful of their duties; let the workers, whose cause is at stake, press theirs with reason. And since religion alone can remove the evil, root and branch, let all reflect upon this: First and foremost Christian morals must be reestablished, without which even the weapons of prudence, which are considered especially effective, will be of no avail, to secure well-being’’ (n.82).
Another thing that have to motivate people, especially the Christians, to work for the betterment of the condition of workers is Christian Charity, which is in accordance with the Gospel, ready to make sacrifice for the others.          
 

  
