THE JOHANNINE CORPUS (WRITINGS)

Course Title: TH410, Johannine Corpus
Time: Wednesdays, 9:55 – 1:05
Prof.- Augustine Agwulonu, OP

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Johannine Corpus are literary compositions, which present a complex of persons, events, objects and relations of a sublime theological nature. These involve the witnesses to the Incarnate Word (the Johannine Gospel), the epistolary communications with the members of the Johannine community (the Johannine Epistles), and an apocalyptic exposition of the Christian life’s requirements, challenges, and eschatological destiny (the Apocalypse). These literary compositions are formally known as: the Fourth Gospel (FG), I, II, & III letters of John and the Apocalypse or Revelation. And so, we shall study these documents as a part of the Canonical New Testament books. The purpose is to gain deeper understanding of their literary, theological, spiritual, communal, and eschatological meaning. 

Now, given the volume of texts for our study in this course, it is obvious that there are a lot of information to share; passages for exegetical analysis, and theological investigations, among other things. It is our intention and earnest desire to present lectures in such a manner that they will be informative, engaging, participatory, and leading to insights of knowledge and formulating informed personal opinions. 

It is noteworthy that we cannot study the Johannine corpus in isolation of the rest books of the Bible, both OT and NT. Consequently, our studies shall, in part, involve comparing and contrasting the Johannine documents with other New Testament books – the Synoptic Gospels, the Pauline letters and the Catholic Epistles. However, our main focus will be literary, exegetical analyses, investigating the theological content, and seeking to make sense of the compositional materials. We shall do all these according to time available to us. In general, let us note the point that the study of a portion or a text of the Bible involves working through, or at least, becoming aware of the senses of the entire Scriptures. Each passage, every text, and even every word from the Bible can be seen as an entrance key into the literary-architectonic structure of the Scriptures.     

For the sake of emphasis, let me state that we shall delimit our area of coverage in this course. Thus, we aim at a general exposition of texts and materials. The detailed studies would be our life-long project for greater Scriptural analysis, a search for much more in-depth understanding of the Scriptures, and continued enlightenment by the Word of God. Finally, let us be aware that our study of the Johannine Corpus will demand that we are organically fit, cognitively focused, intellectually alert, emotionally passionate and voluntarily courageous. In other words, we are invited to immerse our entire self and whole being into the Johannine world. It’s a call to experience! Remember Jesus’ first dialogue with his prospective disciples. The Son of God poses a question and makes an imperative statement to them saying (John 1:38 & 39): 
V. 38: - Τί ζητεῖτε; - WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?
V. 39: - Ἔρχεσθε καὶ ὄψεσθε. – COME AND SEE. (see also John 20:8)
LECTURES OUTLINE

	DATE
	HOURS
	TOPICS

	
	
	

	
	
	

	05.10.2022
	09:55
	INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE

	
	10:45
	WHO IS JOHN – GENIUS, INGENIUS, OR DREAMER?

	
	12:15
	THE JOHANNINE CORPUS IN GENERAL

	12.10.2022
	09:55
	The Johannine Community

	
	10:45
	John and the Synoptic Gospels

	
	12:15
	Theological Perspectives

	19.10.2022
	09:55
	The Fourth Gospel: General Introduction 

	
	10:45
	John’s Literary Techniques

	
	12:15
	The Prologue

	26.10.2022
	09:55
	Beginning of witnessing, New Creation: John 1:19-51

	
	10:45
	The Feast and the New Temple, John chapter Two

	
	12:15
	Encountering Jesus: John chapters Three and Four

	02.11.2022
	09:55
	Witnessing through the Signs

	
	10:45
	The “I AM” Sayings

	
	12:15
	The Discourses

	09.11.2022
	09:55
	The Passion Narratives

	
	10:45
	The Resurrection and Appearances

	
	12:15
	The Epilogue

	16.11.2022
	09:55
	The Johannine Epistles – General Introduction

	
	10:45
	The First Epistle of John

	
	12:15
	Literary Content and Theology

	23.11.2022
	09:55
	Exegetical analysis of chosen passages

	
	10:45
	The Second Epistle of John - Introduction

	
	12:15
	Content and Message

	30.11.2022
	09:55
	The Third Epistle of John - Introduction

	
	10:45
	Content and Message

	
	12:15
	Analysis of textual content

	07.12.2022
	09:55
	The Book of Revelation – General Introduction

	
	10:45
	Literary Genres/Forms I

	
	12:15
	Literary Genres/Forms II

	14.12.2022
	09:55
	Theology of the Book of Revelation

	
	10:45
	The Letter Genre of the Apocalypse

	
	12:15
	The Letters to the Seven Churches

	21.12.2022
	09:55
	The Apocalyptic Genre: chapters four to eleven

	
	10:45
	The Throne Hall Visions: The Scroll and the Lamb

	
	12:15
	The 7 seals, 7 angels and 7 trumpets, 2 Witnesses, etc.

	11.01.2023
	09:55
	The Prophetic Genre: chapters twelve to twenty-two

	
	10:45
	The Final Battle: the woman and the dragon

	
	12:15
	The Beast from the Sea and from the Earth

	18.01.2023
	09:55
	The Lamb and the angels with the last seven plagues

	
	10:45
	God’s Wrath, the Whore, the Beast & Fall of Babylon

	
	12:15
	The New Heaven, the New Earth, & Water of Life
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