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INTRODUCTION

This Journal dwels on the Unity and diversity of the New Testament Theology. Its main discussion is about the recents contribuitions made by vatious scholars in many stiles and approaches and finally their common attention to the issue of the unity and diversity of  the New Testament. The purpose of this article is to briefly survey some of the more important recent contributions to New Testament Theology, highlighting the ways in which Biblical theology scholars addressed the issue above.


So our summary is going to stress the unifying narrative of the New Testament message taking into account the unique contribuition of eache New Testament document. Here are the different topics discussed by some Scholars, that Wendel Sun presents in support of his arguments:

1) Unity and Diversity in Recent New Testament Theologies; 2) Howard Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel; 3) Frank Thielman, Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and Synthetic Approach; 4) Frank J. Matera, New Testament Theology: Exploring Diversity and Unity; 5) Thomas R. Schreiner, New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ; 6) Udo Schnelle, Theology of the New Testament; 7) G. K. Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New.
 
1) Unity and Diversity in Recent New Testament Theologies: This first debate, presents to us the obvious challenge of the positive growth of the New Testament critics; here we have the different approache s illustrated by the folowing Biblical Theologians like  Räisänen and Hatina, unity and diversity is a non-issue, since a unified New Testamet Theology is neither desirable nor even possible. Räisänen believes that scholars should avoid all theological construction, instead opting for historical investigation. Hatina encourages theological reflection, but only in dialogue with wider studies of religion and culture for the purpose of contemporary relevance. Nevertheless, the following discussion clearly demonstrates that many scholars disagree with them regarding the alleged demise of New Testament Theology. 

2) Howard Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel
Marshall’s monumental work focuses on exposition of the theology of each book of the New Testament. He addresses four primary issues: (1st) The place of the New Testament in its canonical context; (2nd) The place of New Testament Theology in the early church’s missionary context; (3rd) The distinctive theology of each NT book; (4th)   The theological unity of the NT as a whole.


Marshall argues that all the New Testament writers shared a common faith and a common purpose “the belief that the Messiah had come for the whole world”. He begins with diversity and moves toward unity; his basic approach is to summarize the unique theological themes of each New Testament document and only then to show the basic lines of theological unity that span the canon, pushing beyond the writings themselves to the “underlying history and experience” of the writers. For him, the various strands of New Testament Theology are tied together by the concept of mission. 

3) Frank Thielman, Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and Synthetic Approach: His primary concern is to allow each book of the New Testament to speak for itself, thereby highlighting its unique theological contributions. Like Marshall, he is concerned to defend the uniqueness of each of the New Testament documents while at the same time demonstrating a fundamental unity across the New Testament canon. Different from Marshall, Thielman gives more attention to historical background. 


 Frank Thielman divided his work into three parts: “The Gospels and Acts,” “The Pauline Letters,” and “The Non-Pauline Letters and the Revelation of John.” Each part begins with an introductory chapter, followed by chapter-length discussions of the theology of each book, and ends with a summary chapter that draws together common theological themes. 

4) Frank J. Matera, New Testament Theology: Exploring Diversity and Unity: like Marshall and Thielman,  Matera starts with diversity and moves toward unity. Matera identifies the NT’s key theological themes as; “Humanity in need of salvation; The bringer of salvation; The community of the sanctified; The moral life of the sanctified; The hope of the sanctified”. 

5) Thomas R. Schreiner, New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ: 
Schreiner argues that “New Testament Theology is “God-focused, Christ- centered, and Spirit-saturated”, but the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit must be understood along a salvation-historical timeline; that is, God’s promises are already fulfilled but not yet consummated in Christ Jesus.” He holds that the work of God in Christ is indeed central to the theology of the New Testament. 

6) Udo Schnelle, Theology of the New Testament: For Schnelle, “the task of a theology of the New Testament is to apprehend the New Testament authors’ achievements of meaning-formation and to present them in their theological, literary, and history-of-religion dimensions. The aim is to facilitate authentic reception of the New Testament’s “meaning-formation” in the present.


By “meaning-formation” Schnelle means “establishing or maintaining a valid orientation to the world and to life.” In other words, the New Testament documents record the efforts of early believers seeking to make sense of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and their own experience of salvation in him. For this to be meaningful to contemporary believers, they must understand how the New Testament authors were able to do so. This entails historical research, but the task of New Testament Theology is not limited to mere historical matters. Rather, the truth of the New Testament writings must be appropriated in the modern world, so that their “house of meaning” may once again show itself “capable of grounding, establishing, and structuring human life. 

7) G. K. Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the New: In this work, Beale seeks to offer not merely a New Testament theology but a New Testament Biblical Theology. Building on the work of scholars such as Hans Hübner and Peter Stuhlmacher, he presents the theology of the New Testament in relation to the Old Testament so as to produce a work that, while primarily focusing on the New Testament, is essentially a whole-Bible biblical theology. He emphasizes that “one of the main goals of this book is to demonstrate further the Old Testament background for the theology of the New Testament. 


For him, the theological unity of the Bible is to be found in its storyline. Broadly speaking, his approach is to identify the fundamental storylines of the Old Testament and the New Testament and then to show how that of the New Testament is founded upon, flows out of, and transforms that of the Old Testament. 
CONCLUSION

Having gone through this article, on the (unity and diversity: “a survey of Recent New Testament Theologies”), with the help of seven specific Biblical scholars, we acquired a wider understanding on the study of the New Testament. We learnt that the way in which one approaches the study of New Testament Theology directly influences the results of that study. This is clearly true in relation to the issue of unity and diversity. While there is no one “right” way to do New Testament Theology, some approaches are better than others. 


We learnt that, the study of New Testament Theology, needs “exegetical engagement' with the text of the, instead moving directly into theological summary and synthesis. We do understand that Exegetical work can be tedious for both the writer and the reader, but the payoff is worth the effort. Another issue that we found important in this work is the relationship between history and theology; because seeking to understand the theology of the New Testament without regard to Exegetical work  has often resulted in skewed results.

Finally, One of the last themes recommended by Wendel Sun in the study of the New Testament Theology research, is the “narrative structure” of the New Testament on both the macro and the micro level. In the word of  Wendel Sun  as the reserches on the New Testament Theology continues to develop, future studies should attend to this in a comprehensive way, beginning with exegesis that gives attention to the unique contribution of each New Testament document. 


This exegetical work should be historically grounded while taking into account the canonical context of each New Testament book and giving careful attention to the use of the Old Testament in the New Testament. A successful New Testament Theology would also engage opposing scholars on exegetical rather than theological grounds. 
Finally, future New Testament Theology need to be able to demonstrate the unity of the New Testament through accurate exegetical work that does not blunt its diversity, finding its theological cohesiveness in its broad storyline. This would benefit the academy and also the church. 
