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Unity and/or/in Diversity? A Survey of Recent New Testament Theologies
Introduction
      There have been an increase in the publication of New Testament Theologies (NTT) due to a number of factors. This article aims at surveying some of the more important recent contributions to NTT and the ways they address this topic.

Unity and Diversity in Recent New Testament Theology.
      Criticism has been the norm of the day in the field of NTT as it continues to grow with the publication of new titles. Some New Testament scholars like Raisanen and Hatina, unity and diversity is non-negotiable. Raisanen opts for historical investigation while Hatina encourages theological reflection. Some critics have been against their belief regarding the alleged demise of NTT.

Howard Marshall, New Testament Theology: Many Witnesses, One Gospel
       Howard Marshall addresses four primary issues; • the place of the NT in its canonical context; the place of NTT in the early church’s missionary context; the distinctive theology of each NT book; the theological unity of the NT as a whole. Marshall argues that all the NT writers shared a common faith and a common purpose—the belief that the Messiah had come for the whole world. He begins with diversity and moves toward unity; he summaries the unique theological themes of each NT document which show the basic lines of theological unity. His weakness was seen when he was not focusing more on the precise location of the NT’s Theological unity.

Frank Thielman, Theology of the New Testament: A Canonical and Synthetic Approach
       Frank Thielman’s primary concern is to allow each book of the NT to speak for itself, thereby highlighting its unique theological contributions. Unlike Marshall’s approach, Thielman more attention to historical background and works through each book section-by-section in order to summarize its theological contents. The main body of the work is divided into three parts: “The Gospels and Acts,” “The Pauline Letters,” and “The Non-Pauline Letters and the Revelation of John.” The strength of Thielman’s work is his attention to historical issues. More than most other writers of NTT, he emphasizes the historical setting of each NT book and explains how this background influences its interpretation. He construed a canonical approach as limiting his investigation to the books of the canonical NT alone as opposed to a broader historical study, this raised methodological issues stemming from the work of Brevard Childs and others.

Frank J. Matera, New Testament Theology: Exploring Diversity and Unity
       Like Marshall and Thielman, Matera seeks to do justice to the diverse contributions of the various NT texts while showing that within this diversity there is a core of theological unity. He starts with diversity and moves toward unity. Matera begins his introduction by placing his work within the context of previous and current NTT scholarship. Here he also defines the task of NTT. He rejects a historical approach but argues that NTT “should seek to provide a theological interpretation of the New Testament that integrates and relates the diverse theologies of the New Testament into a unified whole without harmonizing them.”  Matera divides his work into four main sections: “The Synoptic Tradition,” “The Pauline Tradition,” “The Johannine Tradition,” and “Other Voices.” Matera identifies the NT’s key theological themes as humanity in need of salvation; the bringer of salvation; the community of the sanctified; the moral life of the sanctified; the hope of the sanctified. Matera makes a valuable contribution to the discussion of unity and diversity Matera tends to make theological pronouncements without providing a sufficient interpretive rationale.

Thomas R. Schreiner, New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ
     Schreiner opts for a thematic approach, arguing that this will aid in understanding both the overall unity of the NT and the individual contributions of its authors. Schreiner argues that “NT theology is God-focused, Christcentered, and Spirit-saturated, but the work of the Father, Son, and Spirit must be understood along a salvation-historical timeline; he holds that the work of God in Christ is indeed central to the theology of the NT. Second, he takes a redemptive-historical approach to NTT. he sees unity not only within the NT but also binding together the entire Christian canon. Schreiner offers an alternative that more clearly highlights its theological unity.

Udo Schnelle, Theology of the New Testament
      For Schnelle, “[t]he task of a theology of the New Testament is to apprehend [the NT authors’] achievements of meaning-formation and to present them in their theological, literary, and history-of religion dimensions. The aim is to facilitate authentic reception of the New Testament’s meaning-formation in the present.” Schnelle’s overall structure is unique as well in that it deals with historical, thematic, and theological concerns in the context of a modified book-by-book analysis. He includes
research into the historical Jesus. Schnelle examines what he believes to be major transitions
in the development of NTT. his structure cannot be termed either thematic or book-by-book. Rather, it follows his understanding of the task: to apprehend and appropriate the meaning-formation of the NT
writers, which developed over time and in response to specific historical circumstances. Although this approach raises the question of unity and diversity. He recognizes that this is one of the primary issues
which must be addressed by any NTT. He asserts on historical and theological grounds.  Indeed, Schnelle’s claim that Jesus himself is the basis of NTT means that all the NT authors were working from foundations that were at least similar, if not identical. Further, he fails to engage with much recent
scholarship that argues for whole-Bible theology on a narrative basis,38 a canonical basis,39 or a theological basis.40 Schnelle’s project offers a stark contrast to most recently published NTTs. Yet this approach involves internal inconsistencies and leads to serious difficulties. 

G. K. Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old
Testament in the New
G. K. Beale’s efforts has been dedicated to the study of the use of the OT in the NT and the theological implications of such use. His major goal is to demonstrate further the OT background for the theology of the NT.” his approach is to identify the fundamental storylines of the OT and the NT and then to show how that of the NT is founded upon, flows out of, and transforms that of the OT.44 He uses the narrative concept to provide a structure around which he details the theological nature of the NT text. The great strength of Beale’s project is his unique narrative and intertextual approach. He shows the unity of Scripture both exegetically and through its storyline, but he largely neglects the particular emphases of individual writings.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]        Approaches to study of NTT directly influence the results of that study. On exegesis and Theology, Some of the NTTs in this survey lack exegetical engagement with the text of the NT. On History and Theology, the new perspective on Paul in regard to Pauline studies, some like Raisanen, has called for the strictly historical study of the NT. On History and Theology, one of the emerging areas of NT research is the narrative structure of the NT on both the macro and micro level.

