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A REVIEW OF THE UNINTENDED REFORMATION OF BRAD S. GREGORY
Biography 

Brad Stephan Gregory (born May 28, 1963) holds the Dorothy G. Griffin Collegiate Chair in European History at the university of Notra
 Dame. Gregory also serves served as the North American editor of the Archive for Reformation History. He received a BS in history from Utah State University; BA and licentiate degrees in philosophy from the Higher Institute of Philosophy of the Catholic University of Leuven. Belgium; an MA in history from the University of Arizona. In 2012 he wrote the widely acclaimed book The Unintended Reformation
Relationship with other texts
The Unintended Reformation by Brad Stephen Gregory and Catholic Reformation by Michael .A. Mullett, provides a dynamic and original history of this crucial movement in early modern Europe. Starting from the late middle ages, it clearly traces the continuous transformation of Catholicism and Protestant Reformation in its structures, bodies and doctrine.
Introduction 

Brad S. Gregory searches for answers outside of the Enlightenment, specifically in earlier periods, particularly that of the Protestant Reformation, to understand how modern American society came to be with its hyperpluralism of religious beliefs, emphasis on individual human rights, and dedication to consumerism. He approaches his issue from six interconnected angles: eliminating God, relativizing doctrines, dictating to the churches, subjectivizing morality, producing the good life, and secularizing knowledge. His research spans continents, epochs, and engages the fields of theology, philosophy, political science, sociology, economics, and even popular culture. It also traverses national boundaries. A summary of his findings follows an explanation of his genealogy methodology and his theory of change over time in the introduction.
Personal Comments 

This text aimed at providing answers to some crucial questions. How did Christianity lose its status as the predominant belief system and way of life in Western Europe and North America? The creation of strong secular states, the spread of industry and new consumption habits, the privatization of religion, and the rise of scientific rationality: are these processes of modernization inexorable? Etc. Gregory's responses to these queries are tragic rather than triumphant, and they are firmly entrenched in the Catholic tradition. Through a number of intricate, interconnected storylines, Gregory offers his explanation of "how a religious revolution secularized society." 

Unintended Reformation 

The Protestants in the sixteenth century would have been horrified to witness the long-term consequences of their acts, as the book's title suggests. "Evangelical" reformers had a strong desire to resurrect spiritual life in Christendom and to see Christians' lives more readily adhere to the Gospel, just like their forebears had. However, Protestants were different from their late-medieval counterparts in that they believed that the core issue with the Church was theological mistake rather than moral failing. Protestants criticized Church customs as "fictions," "human doctrines," and the creation of Satan by citing the doctrine of "scripture alone" (sola scriptura). Even so, few adherents of the "scripture alone" premise questioned if Christianity was a "shared way of life" and whether Christ's life and teachings were applicable to all facets of human life. Martin Luther, for example, argued that Christians abounding in joy and love would result from a correct grasp of the gospel—a true insight into the sinner's complete forgiveness in Christ. Luther was empowered by his faith in a message of grace to reject the teleological ethics of the medieval Church, which held that following Jesus required one to gradually change into the kind of creature that God had created them to be.
Gregory claimed that because there are so many wildly different interpretations of the Bible, "Scripture alone" cannot settle these disputes. They could only be solved by using coercive state force. The Lutheran, Reformed, and Anglican reformations were turned into the "magisterial" reformation by the support of rulers and magistrates rather than by the self-evidence of biblical interpretation itself. Gregory believed that arbitrary state assistance was the cause of the big Protestant denominations' ascendancy. 
Gregory's interpretation of early modern history really leads one to believe that many of the religious materials that Enlightenment philosophers so casually rejected had not actually been rendered intellectually inert. How much of the past, though, can one salvage? How can what was culturally conditioned be separated from what is still cognitively sound? A simple flight to the past is discouraged at the end of the book, "Against Nostalgia." The book occasionally idealizes the lost Christian civilization of the Middle Ages, describing Christianity as "an institutionalized worldview," while mourning the breakdown of Christian unity during the past half-millennium. In the storyline of the book, medieval Christendom serves as a benchmark against which future developments are evaluated. 
The medieval Church is therefore free from The Unintended Reformation's strict historicizing standards that apply to early modern Protestantism and the Enlightenment. The circumstances that led from Jesus to the Inquisition or the sale of indulgences—exactly the circumstances that Protestants loved to highlight—remain largely ignored. Protestant reformers like Zwingli, Luther, and Calvin are accused of betraying the arbitrary nature of their authority when they used magisterial authority to enforce their interpretations of sola scriptura. A story of "scripture alone" or "reason alone" and the dead ends to which they lead is not all that the history of post-Reformation Europe is. A teleological interpretation of this narrative is categorically rejected by The Unintended Reformation.
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