


MBA OBAME BORIS (DI/854)
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
2nd semester Exam.

I. MANDATORY QUESTION
1) A
.Compare Matthew and Luke about the infancy narrative:
The difference between the infancy narrative of Saint Matthew and the infancy narrative of Saint Luke is mainly based on the location of the events and the different characters. 
In the Holy Gospel according to Matthew actually, the characters are not much. They are only three namely, King Herod, Joseph husband of Mary, and Angel Gabriel. Mary the mother of Jesus is just here as a secondary character and the other secondary characters are: the scribes and the chief Priests. 
Some details like the adoration of the three magy( Melchior, Balthazar and Gaspar), the killing of the innocent children, the exile to Egypt, the anger and bitterness of King Herod the Great, are given to us.
In the Gospel of Saint Luke, many characters appear and these are the names of those main characters: angels Gabriel, Zechariah, Elizabeth mother of Saint John the Baptist, Mary, Simeon and Anna daughter of Phanuel.  
Obviously in the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the secondary characters are Herod the Great, Joseph husband of Mary, Augustus and Quinus. The difference of Characters in these two Gospel account is surely due to the role that they played in each of them and the importance of their presence. After doing this exercise, let us deal with the location of the conception of the Infant Jesus. 
In the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, it is clear that Jesus was conceived in Bethlehem: ‘Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judaea during the time when Herod was the King’. But according to the Holy Gospel according to Luke, Jesus was conceived in Nazareth: ‘in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth’. They only went to Bethlehem for a purpose which is a census and came back after doing it. In Matthew, it is clearly stated that Jesus was born in a House, while in Luke he was born in a stable. 
In the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, there are stars in the sky and those stars even helped the three wise men to localize the little child: ‘We saw his star when it came up in the east and we have come to worship him’. Also, the presence of the Angel is noticed in Luke while it is not the case in Matthew.
In the Gospel of Matthew, the killing of innocent male new born babies is mentioned while it is not the case in Luke; the same thing with the escape to Egypt.
1.B) The five women in the narrative of Saint Matthew are Tamar, Rahab, Mary mother of Jesus, Beersheba and Ruth and most of them are known for having lived some kind of immoral life before getting converted. The genealogy of Jesus as the genealogy of any person of those days talks only about men due to the patriarchal environment in which he grew up. What they have in common is that most of them are not Israelites so to say. They were foreign people except Mary the mother of our Lord. But being foreigners did not stop them of participating in the history of salvation. This shows us clearly and evidently that salvation has no boundaries and salvation is not the exclusivity of one race. When God sent his only Son on earth, it was to redeem everybody. Besides, Jesus himself affirms that he did not come for the flock of Israel but rather, he came for the needy, the sick, and the marginalized. 
Explain the Christology of Matthew
We understand by Christology, a field of study within Christian theology which is concerned with the nature of Jesus Chris, Particularly with how the divine and human are related in his person.[footnoteRef:2] Therefore, the Gospel according to Saint Matthew tells us the good news that Jesus is the promised savior, the one through whom God fulfilled the promises he made to his people in the Old Testament. The most interesting thing in that Gospel is that it explicitly tells us this good news is not only for Jewish people but for the whole world. [2:   Mary Collins, The new dictionary of theology, Theological publications in India, Bangalore, P. 156] 

	The Jesus Christ of Saint Matthew is from the race of David, born of a virgin in Bethlehem, lived in Egypt for a good period of time, was brought up in Galilee. Jesus accomplished prophecies and the scripture talks of him as the one who came to fulfilled them.
	Jesus in Matthew announces the kingdom of Heaven to whomever wants to hear it and besides, the expression kingdom is expressed 33 times in his Gospel. He is the liberator, the merciful Lord, the patient par excellence and a thaumaturge. These are some titles given to him in that very Gospel: Prophet, Spouse, Emmanuel, King, Messiah, Annointed, Son of David, Son of Man, Son of God, Saviour, Master, Lord, Beloved, King of Jews.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:   Lucardo Max, Just like Jesus, Thomas Nelson, Mexico, 1978.] 
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