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PLEASE, ATTEMPT THESE EXERCISES:

Exercise 1.
CHILDHOOD IN MY CULTURE

	Country:  Nigeria
	Region / Subculture: 
	 South East

	Filled in by: DI/860
	Rural area or City:
	Nnewi South

	

	Family Structure
	

	Who is part of the family?
	The Parents, children, uncles, aunts and Grandparents.

	Who cares for the child?
	Primarily the Parents but especially the mother

	Who provides for the child?
	It is usually the Father

	Who is in charge of discipline?
	It is the responsibility of the family members (esp. father)

	Status of child within family?
	Well valued because of posterity

	Status of child within society?
	Very much relevant and appreciated

	

	Duration of childhood

	When does childhood end?
	Previously 12 years of age (but now below 18).

	How does it typically end?
	At the beginning of puberty after rite of initiation into adult

	

	What is expected
	Of Girls?
	Of Boys?

	Chance of education
	Depending on finance very low or average
	Same with boys: average or high 

	Assistance in the household
	Very high
	Very low

	Amount of free time + free
 time activities
	
Very limited
	High 

	Behaviour towards older family members
	A very high level of respect
	An average level

	Behaviour towards younger family members
	An excellent level of Care
	Moderate level of care

	Behaviour in public
	Meek and respectful
	Smart and respectful

	Behaviour towards the other sex
	Good manner 
	Manly 

	Religious expectations
	Generosity, prayerful
	Dedicated, caring

	Dress code
	Modest 
	modest

	Prospects for their future
	Married and fruitful
	Wealthy and wise

	Discipline
	Excellent level
	Acceptable level

	
	
	

	Cultural changes
	

	What major recent changes do you see in your culture regarding childhood?
	Communal aspect of discipline is now lacking; cross-dressing; lack of respect for non family/friends.

	How do the internet/social media influence childhood in your culture?
	Positively increases the chances for learning; negatively promotes sexual promiscuity and reduction of the interpersonal relationship.

	How do changing family structures influence childhood in your culture?
	Concern for nuclear family members disconnects the child from his/her cultural values; single parenting affects the complete formation of the child.

	
	




Exercise 2a:
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a multilateral international treaty that recognizes and guarantees the rights of children and adolescents. It identifies the rights to which every child is entitled, regardless of where they were born or to whom, regardless of sex, religion or social origin.[footnoteRef:3]  [3: 	 Cf. https://sites.unicef.org/rightsite/files/uncrcchilldfriendlylanguage.pdf] 



	
S/N
	ASPECT OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE CHILD’S RIGHTS
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM CHILD’S RIGHTS

	1. 
	
Art 6. Right to life

	A child’s right to life is well protected (depending on the parents’ financial strength at the time of sickness)
	History has it that twins were killed in the distant past. Today they are highly valued.

	2. 
	
Art 7. Right to a name and knowledge of parents
	
This right is given to every child at the naming ceremony.
	
Unless the child was stolen at birth, this right cannot be denied even when the parents are late.

	3. 
	Art 2, 32. Right to protection against harm or discrimination. 

	Every child is well protected against willful harm.

	Discipline of a child might cause harm when done out of anger. Social status might result to unintended discrimination.

	4. 
	
Art 24, e. Right to education 

	This right is well recognized in my culture except the parents cannot afford it
	
There could be remote cases of individual choice.

	5. 
	
Art 13. Freedom of expression

	Children enjoy this right informally within family setting and among peers.
	
In serious issues they are not recognized.





  EXERCISE 3:

The Lord’s character and affection towards children is clearly displayed in the three of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke.
We feel God's tender heart for children in the gospels: 
· His willingness to devote time for them 
· His recognition of their societal status 
· His zeal for protecting their innocence demonstrates His high regards for them.
· Their plight, formation, growth and faith were prioritised and protected.

“Matt 18:1-5; Matt 19:13-15; Mark 9:36-37, 42; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48; Luke 18:15-17”
      

              
	

S / N
	
GOSPEL VALUES REGARDING CHILDREN
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT ARE IN TUNE WITH THE GOSPEL VALUES
	ASPECTS IN MY CULTURE TODAY THAT DIFFER FROM THE GOSPEL VALUES

	1.
	
Jesus spent time with children 
	The elders devote time for children when inculcating moral values to them with stories.
	Demands of urban life on the elder family members has made them deny this right.

	2
	Jesus recognised them in their littleness.
	Society recognised them in their category. 
	Now it seems only at occasional recreation

	3
	Jesus protected their innocence
	Mainly at religious gatherings.
	Illicit exposure to morally harmful contents at other places.

	4
	 
Jesus recognised their childlike confidence.
	Some people appreciate this confidence when reposed on them.
	Abuse of children on account of their confidence is now rampant.

	5
	 
He recognised their humility
	Culturally, their littleness is recognised. This plays out in the kind of task given to them in good home.
	
Some guardians take advantage of their humble nature by exploiting them.
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